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Fabruary 15 134 
Rugby Union Five Nations Championship: France 24 England 17 


England Ireland fall 
frailties to Chalmers 
exposed 


[beGuardian 


offensive 


ne in Baghdad meets those who suffered through one attack and now await another‏ اا 


JIL 


2 2 ت ا ف چ ي 
Robert Armstrong that the glazed od R shdie WIn‏ 
at Stade de France was that the glazed-eyed men ln‏ 
kilts wandering the streets of‏ 
E GLAND agile a Dublin in the early hours of UK pledge to‏ 
sions to the total rugby es- Sunday morning wore the look‏ 
poused by their coach Clive of lottery winners who had for- COM bat fatwa‏ 
ool e on rt ie gotten they had even bought tick.‏ 
Y a creative France side who eta. For this was a game stol‏ 
should now stride away with a sec- from Ireland’s bc pul Bad FARIS e o‏ 
orl successive Grand Slam. If Scotland’s supportera were HE British Foreign Secretary,‏ 


Fears that it was a revolution in 
style which England were ill 
equipped to carry through proved 
well founded: far fron being new- 
age rugby it was a familiar story of 
French artists versus English arti- 
sans, 


up İn the alr, however, their 
players and management were 
making sure no heads were in 
clouds, even though two years 
ago Scotland, after a similarly 
moribund autumn, came to 


Lansdowne Road, won in a hur 
This defeat, the fourth in a row at ricane and continued their Five 


the hands of Les Tricolores, repre- Nations campaign with an unex. 
sents a demoralîsing setback for | comfort from the scoreline; tlhe | lack of punch in their traditlonal | sequence on record. The pressure pected and exhilarating win over | 
England, who might have conceded  nıultiakilled French, who led 153 at | areas of strength up front, where | to stop the rot may force Woodward | the French at Murrayfield. 
Six tries instead of only two by the | halftime, ought to have won at a carr they always struggled to win | into the sort of sweeping changes It would be fanciful to suggest 
wings Philippe Bernat-Salles and | ter instead of giving England reason | possession. The front row creaked | he carried out in November when | that their pocket-sized pack can 


Robin Cook, pledged this week 
to conducl a high-level campaign 
against the fatwı imposed in 1949 
on the author Salınau Rushdic by 
the late Ayatollah Khoıneini. 

Speaking at the Foreign Office 
with Mr Rushdie at his side, Mr 
Cook said thé priorîly would be to 
get a wrilten assurance {rom the 
new [ranian government that il 
woukl not further the ¢leath Lhruwal 
against ihe aufhor of The Satanic 


PHOTOGRAPH. VINCENT AMALVY 


HIS table lies an oll yel. Verses. Efforls woulcl be ınadle l0 re-‏ زا 
his side failed to impress against | survive against the mighty eight i lowing English book, The E move the $3.5 million bounty of |‏ ڼ Christophe Dominici. to believe they were in with a shout. | and all but crumbled at several‏ 
Hered lasl vear by tlw Khordad ı‏ ا : 1 England were outclassed and out- Suddenly it has become impera- | scrums: the normally abrasive Mar | Australia, New Zealand and South | of the Grand Slam champions on | | : yi Complete Guile Te Letter‏ 
gunned, often losing the ball in con- | tive that England defeat Wales in | tin Johnson and Garath Archer found | Africa. February 21. fling, lhe remains of Lhe previous 5 Ey E ! religious foundation.‏ 
tact, aud were wholly imept in | the championship game at Twicken- | it dlifflcult to impose themselves in No England player canı feel sure Jim Telfer, Scotland's conch, - a n d an Iraqi mandolin : : ۳ : Wilh Briain holding the Euro‏ 
defence where the insouciant | ham on February 21. Yet on the lat- | the line-out, and in a one-sided first | of his place, but the team can | said: “Just like the A team the hing himself 1o play ta 1 : 8 ٤ pem Union presidency, the iam ix‏ 
likely to be raisel at Ihe next niet:‏ 8 2 د ا 1 French were allowel to roanı fancy- | est evidence the Welsh, who beat | hall the back row was subjected to a | salvage a Triple Crown provided night before, we showed a lotof ' 2 e‏ 
iree. The folly of taking on France at | Italy 23-20 in their international at | fearful pounding which openel the | Woodward reshapes the pack, uuta in defence. Whether we the 0 E ac | ing ol e Council of Ministers. “Ll j‏ 
the fastmoving game that has been | Llanelli, must have a chance of giv- | way for France's iries, selects a specialist fullback incl | beat France or nat is another cuntant with tle Iraqi Oil Cim: will work hard to lo everything we‏ 
their speciality for decades was bru- j ing their hosts a lesson iı conlinuity “It would have been a travesty if | calls up a flier on the lefl wing. question, but at least this gives e , with ۴ five. children, can lo lower and rutnovw: thal‏ 
إ tally exposed: Lawrence Dallaglio's | and finishing: poor rlecision-ınak- | we had won, though I thought we As for France, a bright new morn- | us something to build on.” a Engi andl a lrg threat," Mr’ Cook said.‏ 
jaded players were leaden-footed, | ing, lack of pace, and dodgy har | did get better in the second half," | ing has dawned, opening up a credi- Telfer's new captain, Gary ¥ ab omb shelter. Mr Rushdie said her was cle :‏ 
predictable and devoid of consistent | dling all contributed to England's ÎÛ Woodward said. ble challenge for next year's World | Armstrong, was voted Mian of the td d Ziad above) lives be- lighted wiih lhe “supurt and uli |‏ 
organisation, downfall. England have now gone seven | Cup that would have been unthink- Match. Telfer was also grateful e Curtains ria grubby darily" shuwn by Lhe Goverunin. |‏ 
No ore should derive an ounce of The biggest surprise was their | games without a win, their worst | able last November when they were | that the nerve of Armstrong | Baghdad. His neighbours He disınisseel as nonsensv tM SUR” |‏ 
annihilated by the Springboks half-back partner Craig ik afer him cook his dinners unl :stion by Ayatollah Hass mane, i‏ 
“We had excellent motivation and j Chalmers, scorer of the two dec 2 of orange juice for he head 2f the Khordlaul foundation,‏ 8 
Cr Yptic Cr OSSWOF d by Araucaria 3 He deals wilh winds on an I was pleased we got our tactics | sive penalties in tle last 15 mir’ . ashes i n 1 1 thal tıe (alwa was irrevocable.‏ 
e E 0 E Ibanez, lheir in- | utea, held out. e "f tot and o) 2 0 i Î "There is always a crescendo of‏ ا 
a EOI Depê willl ential new houker and captain. Ihe inch mana dre seven years, he has injected hintself Seven months ago his first grand- |j dent is part of a Zionist plot ta de- Other Iraqis (lisplay a combina- | insults coming up to lhe anniver-‏ 
this E 2‏ ا O ut we re i a de aith Modecate — dees sun was born to lis only surviving | siroy Iraq.” And g0 on anl so forth. tlon of defiance, righteousness and e he e‏ 0 ا 0 )6( wrongly‏ و 5 
hemical Hardiiners who lost the election j‏ ا Words for the seriously ich (6) Thomas Cstal de, targelecl iy Dut wns littered with mistakes ' sır drug, child, Ziad. He namerl the boy Fuad, In his school the firstyear class‏ 6 
es et E e‏ ا ا no E‏ ا F Agree to nothing but change ot | Saracens last iii i and breathtıking naivety by the 1 He WES a shy young man wlio | after his dead son. "It's only them | — severryearolds burn in the year We‏ 
(e 0 " 3 Abdel al Titi of Iran.”‏ 8 ا course (2,5} lyst of France's devastating midfield Iriah. . i when he was aged 48, Haifa Û T'm worried about,” he says. “For ol the first Gulf O BCT APE a‏ 
Supposedly dumb actors on attacks which lime and again gol | Ireland miss their Lons e : a e i myself, E dead or alive, r E i a E N Me sii jporters:. dis‏ 8 
ا 0 r 2 e n‏ ا EO ê Al he a a E a e hr E al: ; lad, Lena and Sadaad., During lhe The sun is shining in Baghdad and | with: “Long live our great leader, Tiel i J‏ 15 
agreements to purchase (9) with the loss through injury or thet where the penetration and gulle : | ' karina war, when nearly 1 million | there ls calnı. In the Bilat el Shuhad- | Saddam in: i bombs and Ito make him hit us, States, as new threats from Tehran‏ 
Live Hilerite outside Ghana In back-row forwartls Philippe Benet- | ofthe ing ed centres Rob Jung men died on each side, he | daa primary school, the headlnıaster, Saddam will make Iraqi bombs go 0 e a EE Fra hopes that its ine on the a.‏ 16 
Libya (8) ton and Thomas Litvremont, even Hende nnd Jonathan Bell Fembers the sounds of women | Abdul e e E iy Wila] Cohen is Jewish | thor waa softening. Ayatollah Sanei‏ 
Parson in charge to be right for stepping up the tempo in the final | was sorely lacking. ule nighl for another lost | close the schoo] if war breaks out. He | rious,” says Mustapha, who e : and ۶ 1 of state] Madeleine | sald the reward rniglıt be raised‏ 18 
the tenth time? (7) quarter when England briefly | At fly-half, David Humphreys '| i “î; Pusband or lover. ge a E lan hg r pA e e again, “depending, on the date on‏ 
Jewish lobby in the United | whieh the sentencé is carried out".‏ ا last Gulf war:‏ یا ا Fool, say, with excellant weapon | looked like making waves. had a wretched match and for te rao obere RINE ad e Ele e n SO par‏ 20 
In effect England lost the match | the next month that annual de” dren were E to 8 n 0 Hutseln, "ill continue the struggle | His mother, Montsha Alî, teaches | States controls Clinton," adds Farîs‏ )7 


21 Bearing a grudge at beer ... (6) | in the opening 20 minutes when the | bate about whether Erie E 

23 . . . for the Council al Burton? (6) | France wings. were unstoppable; in | should return will rage agalt- 
the second half Castaignède and Humphreys did kick 11 
Jean-Luc Sadourny weighed in with points, including a well-taker 
a marvellous drop goal each, and | drop goal, to give Ireland a 16° 
Christophe Lamaison kicked a | 11 lead after 53 minutes, butl® 


Teht. three years inst American colonialism and | in the school. “We believe in God j Hamdoon, a university lecturer. 

Far, ا‎ Saddam ا‎ e perialism. We will rise victorious | and what will happen to us has al- In the hotel lift. a Syrian business- 
laqis into against our aggressors, As our great | ready been written. But we are | man now living in Brussels, thumps 
A 2am on February 13, 1991, two | leadership has said, there are no | afraid for our  chillren because | the breast pocket of his expensive 
hit the Amiryia bomb shel | chemical and biological weapons in | maybe they are going to drop a nu- | dark blue suit. “This is striking at the 


Netanyahu off 3 
Mossad hook 


Indonesia bolls . 4 


second penalty. kicking from hand and his drof E his home, The first was a | our. country, The American presi- İ clear bomb on us,” she says. a a BT n 0 
ed. whose anê pressure | outs were just two of the basic sicin nln a plerced 0 roof. EE : against Israel. They are driving over In riots 
er the interval yieldecl a push- | errors on view. and sendi n . ا‎ back to fundamentalism. We hate the 
over try for Neil Back, their best Irish coach Brian Ashton ١ Uri e ol boiling ایا‎ An nan poised for peace bid . | Americans and we hate Mr Blair." Tibet trapped 
Across 8 ne O E player on the day, twice closed to | chose Humphreys aad hia ba : low, who E ا‎ : 8 Out in his suburb Abu Zind E in winter crisis 
rsSemans! اطا أ م‎ 1 1 ifi ارا‎ : i . 1 i 
1 Moderately good melody wilh durmg abulons {ê} ` | Latweek's solution r ET e E EY | A E E e i | e | a E e a Co | winter Col 
cat Interrupting Its playing (4,2,8) | 22 A person, Ihen? Acknow- partly through ' carelessness, and | to fire the back line, but nelthef : The bed into Arabic. . Nationa Sêcurliy Cana e enormous international diplo- photographs of his children. P kes over 12 
3 Artist is In shock: assessment lacdgment's optional (3,1,5) partly through bizarre retereeing by | performed and in the midfield : second bomb, 15 minutes agree terms for a دا‎ 9 elie oesairê o e bak o "1 kept their schoolbooks — ress ral . 
required {8) 24 This is always part of the fibre (5) Ireland's David McHugh. Mark McCall and Kevin Mad# ر ر ی ا‎ cace mılssion to atave off mil. | thats all Sometimes when Tm here Diana's ashes 
10 Aheater? Two, joining al the 25 Uncommon generous? (5) It was difficult to judge the form | failed to spark. chance to identify | general, Kofi ane ا‎ t to gtrikea. EE on my own, I talk to them still and lÎ | ____ 
centre (5) 26 Square for actlon on 21 18 (8) of Jeremy Guscott because he | Ireland had a series of sevê" heir five childrer, wife and four of | adjourned an Mon ا‎ N 0 Monday the US envoy, Bill | add the last şeven years since they E 25 
11 Rendering ot the “hallo” 27 Hobnobbing for a tanner: Is it rarely received a decent pass in | seruma closeto the Scala | | i He enenbers ganging ouigije | EDETE five mem | On Monday te US emvoy, Bil | add the lal seren Year shee MY | So lalberg: no 
2 E o hye 0 ا‎ possible? (14) space. Paul Grayson, too, was badly | line. The Scottlah front ron Shelter and ا ا‎ e of Britain, | ton’a insistence that any solution | up. I don't wish Id done anything i slave to history 
es leo deer e me | one ba hebi rater |. alc tenet ed cilen | we alee Paneer £, | must allûely wooo pet | dierent We wea apg rly | o 0 ISO 
13 Letter reaches tha border on 0 - England's handful of enterprising | time by Paul Wallace. Graham f. trom th as they had fought | Russia and in ering OF e ry Il integrity f or UN bie she died In it fm standing jAusila ABO n 1 
jime: won't last long (8) 1 ADC to gat wearlad with place- ideas were mostly stillborn. IL was | was substituted ahd the gand not ا‎ 0 e eh 0 ا‎ for Mr ` | weapons inspectors (Unscom). .. |. beside her and when I look at it, I ik ba? a NK 16 
14 Sudden attack unfinished: he's holder, perhaps (4-10) another bad diy at the 'öffice and Î clung on to counter-attack n | i and e if war will Î not agree e Lagi officials. . | _ Diplomats. said the US and ` | wish had hugged her” Fnland .. FM10 Porlugal E300 
happy (6) 2 Charge British constituencies further proof’ that Dallagllo's mien | set up the platform for thos : not want ioe wietl  p Ana OP auld ths five needed | Britain had putforward “red , | .| Frenos FF14  SeuciArovla SAGO | < 
17 Polnted growth on head in some have since 1948 (7) haved mountain 'to climb. , „Î winning Chalmérs kicke.'’. . 1 | added, : “a Hille more time” to arrive at a. | Hines” in.the sand which the ..  . | Comment, page 42 | Gemarny DM4 Span P 300 i 


DRAS00O . Sweden SK19 
lay C3500 Switzerland SF 3.60 


. ting . | other three had to.stundy. before. .İ Analyais, page 13 - 
el i E . | Mr Aıınan could make a decision. | Washington Post, page 17 
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS 3 
The Week 


HE GEORGIAN president, 
Eduard Shevardnadze, who 
escaped an assassination 


harbour for those who plan to carry 
out murders and acts of terror in 


و ن 


Critics 


“clarification committee”. 
noted that two members of the panel, 


friendliest Arab nation, have 
plunged to a new low, with King 


WEEKLY 
Fay 2 1898 


Netanyahu cleared of Mossad mess 


David Sharrock in Jerusalem 
Dad SOTI 


Israeli prime 1 1 1 ttempt when his motorcade was 
i minister, | Hussein said to be furious that the | Rafi Peled and Joseph Ciechanover, | Iarael,” the report said. a 2 
HE Netanyahu, was report failed to castigate Mossad for | are senior civil servants, The bungled assassination at- | blitzed by chine gun ا ا‎ 
te | GA hre ue | n eh eae | TR | A RE Rte 
E 1 , and that the report | the conclusion that the prime ٤ er, , 
ay for one of ha eae a e ol e attacks here. ter had dealt with the case İn a | Yassin, and up tù 70 other prisoners j for the attack. jiii Pês: aê 17 
| concluded that a plan to as- In the assassination attempt, two | responsible manner, having consid- | to secure the release 2 the two Washi . 
ا‎ Islamic militant leader Mossad agents waited for Khaled | ered and examined the plans pre- | Mossad agents from re old 
“ela bouring Jordan was “serl- | Meshal, head of the “diplomatic sec- | sented to hint from every possible It is believed that Jordan to 0 xk IT E 
i ۳ tion” of Hamas, outside his office | aspect . . . We do not therefore find | nior Israeli officials hal, it و 1 ا‎ 
wy goverment inted and injected poison into his ear. any flaw in the conduct of the prime | the report to make a public coı - اج‎ Ba و س‎ eks 
2 criticised the head of The report said: “It was generally eb as minister in charge of the-- E و‎ xh e a De ا‎ 
Hossad, Danny saying 1 in Mggsad d~ . În Amman, ٤ 
hedid not take ا‎ the 0 ا‎ 0 E E ` Mr Netanyahu ol E N 0 ete acing ep e in 
mission 1 ler Mossad operation in the wake of | appoin! £ 1966 killing 
e atom a rar to a hospi- Î Hamas suicide bombings last year in | Netanyahu and handle the ‘techni- | Christmas Day 3 
ا 0 0 0 ا‎ e dition! ties b 1 Jerusalem which killed 21 Israelis. cal' details.” nearly 300 people. 
ا ا ا کا ا ااا‎ "ein 1 the at- Opposition leaders were no 
i : b ards chased “The decislon to carry out the ai pposit 1 
e i ei tack in a a ed on e ا ا‎ E e E IEE TIRE 
axording newspapers. To defuse the crisis Mr Netan- | principle that no place in the worl : nitte estig: Ea 
But E a Israel's | yahu appointed a three-member | should be allowed to serve as a safe | affair at all.” said Yossi Sarid. Drs) 2 4 ووا‎ LE 
narrowly beating his indepen- 
Î dent challenger, George 
H | / W d Jakovou. Thousands of students 
0 O0 had been specially flown in from 


Britain and Greece to vote. 


NVESTIGATORS probing the 
bombing of an abortion clinic 
in Birmingham, Alabama, which 

killed one man and seriously 
injured a womiın, named a for- 
mer soldier, Eric Rudolph, as a 
suspect in connection with the 
attack. 


E E 


MERICAN space-age radar 

technology and Brilinh 
archaeological expertise have 
led to the discovery of important 
s4ıncient temple sites İn forests in 
a western Cambodin. 


MERGENCY supplies were 
at last reaching northern 
1 Afghanistan's mountain villages, 
which had been cut off since an 
earthqualce devastated the area 
earlier thls month, killing more 
than 4,000 people. 


Es 


UDAN’S vice-president, 
General Al-Zubeir 


Mohammed Saleh, 2 ا‎ 
ا‎ ._ other senior figurea died in an 
h while toı the front 
activists J ailed Tres 1o the er ا‎ southern 
: : ` | rebela. 
OUR human rights activists یب‎ 1 
beer jalled in Mauritania r 7 5 
one of them told French television TTY tanker trains exploded 
of the continulng widespread ise of in Yaoundé, Cameroon, 
slaves in the West African country, | killing 120 people and critically 
writes Aléx Dural Smith. 1 injuring more than 150. The 
The four, who include the chair- | injured were scooping up o 
man of Mauritania's maln .antislav- | apilling from the trains whici 
ery pressure group, SOS Esclavage, Î had collided hours a) 0 
were sentenced last wèek to 13 Wimesaaes sald the explosi om 
months in jail. was caused by a cigarette : 
‘The source said the arrests, after a dropped by someone lı the ' 
France 3 documentary was broadcast | crowd. . , a 
in France on E ا‎ ly ر‎ 
1 d all human ts opposition 
0 countrys leader, Colonel AURICE SCHUMANN, 2 
Maaouya Sid’ Ahmed Ould Taya. soldier, patriot, religioua 
: Mauritania, ‘a 'former French | leader, writer and afounder  . 
colony with a population of 2.2. mil Î member ûf Fiinte’s Christan 
Han, announced in 1983 that it would | Democritlc party in 1945, has 
abolish slavery. But the practice, | died, aged 86, '. E 
which Col e a oor a ا‎ 
claim is justifi ran, e EE 
ed ater the government said Mi \RTHA GELLHORN, one 
it could not afford to corıpensate i of the çentury’s greatest war 
masters who freed their slaves. correspondents, has diéd, agéd 
Mauritanja, a country of nomads, | 89. Arhéricdn-born Gellhorn's 
has seen decades of racial tension | covéragé of confllets in, Hai, 
as the black-African population has | Vletiam, n aa ceri . 
increaged in size, Moors and at least | won her a rêjüutation for fearlene 
three Hlack-Afican “noble”. castes | and outipoken reporting, `. 
maintain thousands of black slaves, 1 ` `” ' ° Obituary next week 


A rescue worker searches through the wreckage of China Airlinea Flight 1678, ge sift 
through the debris of homes near Taipei alrport hit by the blazing Airbus. At least P le are 
thought to have been killed as the plane craslıed while landing in fog on Monday PHOTOGRAPH: KWONG 


Congress get Sonia fillip | Anti-slavery 


port for her divided ancl demor- 
alised : 

The BJP ras also stung last week 
by calls for its president, Lal Kishan 
Advani, to withdraw from the elec- 
toral fray after a watchdog panel 
included his name among 72 crimi- 
nals contesting these elections. Mr 
Advani faces charges of incitment in 
connection with’ the destruction of 
the Babari Masjid mosque in Adyo’ 
dlıya five years ago. 1 

"he BIP has eapohded e 
findings by stepping up its plea for a 
Rêy şerdict, claiming it is the 
only party capable of providing sta- 
ble goyernmentiin a country under- 
going its second election in less 
than two years. Privately, However, 
party leaders were huddled ij erisls 
meetings last week’ at’ the’ Delhi 
home of its prime ministerial candi 
date, Atal Bihari Vajpayee.  , 

Mr Vajpayee, an urbane poet who 
had cultivated a e 
image, is the înost popular candi 
date for ptime rminlster, dwarfing 
the ratings for Sonia Gandhi and Mr 
Gujral. But his party has, bec 
unable to shake off its association 
with uppercaste ‘and puritanical 

Hindu hardliners who are' seên’ if 
foes of the Muslira, thè Dalits 


(formerly ` thie ‘untoluchable);’ and 


women. 


Suzanne Goldenberg 


NDIA'S mightiest political force, 
the rightwing ' Hindu Bharatiya 
Janata Party, is facing penic in its 
ranks ‘as opinion polls show that 
power İs slipping from its grasp as 
voting started in the general elec- 
tion this weêèk. A 
Until a féty weeks ago the BJP ap- 
peared to be stétamrolling towards 
victory ip the elections, which span 
four.days. But the might of the party 
hias been dissolved by the appeal of 
the latest claimant to the family dy- 
nasty that has ruled India through 
50 years of independence: Sonia 
Gandhi. : 
` An ûpinion oll publiskied in Lidia 
Today magazite last weekend givès 
the BJP. and its allies their lowest 
tally yet: 214 seats ini the 543-aeat 
parllanient: Mrs Gandhi's Congress 
party qnd ‘its alllés are given 164 
seata, anid tıe United Front coalition 
of tlie fallen ptime minister, IK 


' | Gujral, 127 seats — ênoughi for a 


cohlitlori' government shold the 
quarrelllhg‘fortes'üunite: E 
The poll is a dramatic asseasmıent 
of thê' BJP's foftunes ‘since Mrs 
Gandhi entéred active politics. Tero 
other surveys nls ‘show that, Mrs 
; Garidhi, though #lisive and a poor 
public spéakêr, js wihhiijg back sup’ 


ا 


helps to stifle 
paparazzi 


٤ A TWO British photographers 

ce a possible two-year jail sen- 
ke next week for ambushing tlie 
. lor Arnold Sclıwarzenegger aııl 
ا‎ e apowerful anti-paparazzi bill 


:; They used their vehicles to heın 
! Ee Austrtan-born actor, who was 
ing from heart surgery, 
: hie O, the television corre- 
| #ndent Maria Shriver, who was 
. Hêgant, as they drove their son to 
' xhool in Santa Monica last year. 
Clearly angry, the judge said the 
olographers ehaved "ouitra- 


¦ The 


dd the enth 

Holywood stars, 
thas also been endorsed by the 

lah Repuhlican Orrin Hatch, head 


ue that Hollywood has substantial 
uence, but the bill is also backed 
J the force of 


8 


7E 


duet, was to have intro- 
itin the House, His death in a 
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iS alao keên to point 
protection would 
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day the bill has 
fafted to tet round 
are expêttéd' to 
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Briefly 


FE nante Enoch Powell does 
not normally conımand 
admiration in leftofcentre Circles, 
Yet he was entirely Opposed to the 
wholesale destruction of Brish 
manufacturing by successive Toy 
governments of the 1980s, ani 
never subscribed to their Near 
derthal social policies, Algo, his ap 
position to the EEC made hin 
declare that he would rather rea 
an independent socialist Brian 
than in a Conservative Europe. 
Walter Cairns, 


Manchester 
A N important reason for the de 
crease in spelllng ability, at 
least at Canadian universities, may 
be attributed to an increased re 
liance on computer spellcheck 
While it may be that we should be 
less pedantic in certain areas, I dı 


not regard laziness as a positive trail 
in anyone, regardless of inte 
gence. 


Here in Canada we have another 
issue regarding spelling. We are 
torn between using British and 
American spellings, and in many i 
is a form of national pride to wile 
"colour" instead of "eolor” and “pre 
gramme”, not "program". 

John Warkentin-Scott, 
Victoria, Canada 


EGARDING “British feminists 

ımake their mark" January 11): 1 
ax contraire. With ihe world popule 
tion at 6ö billion and growing at e! 
rate uf autother India every nine ' 
years, perhaps it is lhose of us who : 
have not reproduced whoa slıould i 
receive the special cansideration | 
being suggested by the British fem 
nisls {sic} for career women whe 
have children. 
Barbara R. MacRoberts, 
Shreveport, Louisiana, USA 


HAT is it about Robert Arr 

sirong {Englancl frailties ex 
posed, February 15) and lan Malin 
(Ireland fall lo Chalmers offensive, 
February 15) thal both hear strange 
noises from scrums? Armstrong 
finds thal England's “front ror 
creakecl", while Malin writes “the 
Scullishı Ironl row was creaking ... 
Beware of creaks bearing biffs, 
suppose. 
Kevin Childs, 
Melbourne, Victoria, Australie 


8 THERE any good reason why 
business matters concerning 
purely British firms should be re 
ported in American dollars? 

RM Garven, 

Perth, WA, Australia 


We generally convert pounds to dotlats 
oR fhe fnaice and international nem 
pages because the US dollar is Ht 
most widely recognised ttnit of oN 
tary value, However, we ralain StF 
ling on ihe UK kets pages — Editor 
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2 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Saddam’s mistake was to 
grow too big for his boots 


O 


2 it fascinating that a people 
which is supposed to have be- 
come more in touch with its caring 
side, as evidenced by the outpour- 
ing of emotion after Diana's death, 
is a people also more inclined to 
bomb the living daylights out of 
thousands of Iraqi civilians. 


suffering that survivors and victinıs' 
relatives continue to feel, as well as 
— and not coincidentally — just 
how little justice they received in 
the decades after the second world 
war. ا‎ 

The attitude ls also symptomatic 
of the complicity and silence of col- 


NCE upon a time, President 
Saddam Hussein was Wash- 


Organisation and the about-to-be- 
signed Multilateral Agreement on 


ington's “man”, like Diem from |] Investments. Maurice Hickey, laborators and bystanders both dur- 
South Vietnanı, Marcos fron the My “New World Order” is dedi- Plymouth ing and after these crimes were 
Philippines 


and Noriega from 

Pananıa before him, all thoroughly 
discredited — later. Western imper- 
ialism not only armed and main- 
tained Saddanr, it helped Install him 
as leader in relurn for “political 
stability" and for oil. 

WhY make the comparisons? 
Because the more imperialism 
chaoges, the more it remains the 
same, But you would think from 
reading media reports in the “here 
we go again" stakes — with Aus- 
tralia eagerly clutching White 
House coattails — that the history 
of the Middle East began with Iraq's 
invasion of Kuwait, 

The borders of the region were 
iınposed by Britain and the United 
States when the Ottoman Empire 
broke up after the first world war to 
ensure that no single Arab nation 
would emerge and that the oil 
would stay in Western control, But 
this is more than a crisis about oil: 
it is about who will dominate the 
region and, in the longer run, the 
entire world. 

The politics are so complicated as 
to defy the understanding of even 
inforıned people, let alone those 
whose analytical capacity is limited 
lo counting missile strikes arıd to 
whom the horrors of war are re- 
duced to the level of a sporting 

event, Power is the only nıorality. 

In aur “Brave New World Order” 
there is a new vocabulary to match. 
Genuine peace plans to resolve dif 
ferences are "unrealistic" and will 


cated to peace, social justice, human 
Tights and disarmament, It offers a 
future. 


Joan Coxsedge, 
Melbourne, Victoria, Australia 


conmitted. In the case of the 
African Great Lakes genocide, bet- 
ter to achieve justice sooner rather 
than later; in Europe's case, better 
later than not at all. But these are 
mutually reinforcing, not compet- 
ing, claims. I1 would have thought 
that the cost of all of these trials was 
a small price to pay for any slight 
mitigation of an historical blindness 
from which even Britain (and Ms 
Brittain) is not immune, 

Andrew Lawrence, 

Bochum, Germany 


Germany tarred 
by neo-Nazism 
AM a 16year-old girl from Halber- 


/ stadt (near Magdeburg) in east 
Germany, and am spending a year 
at school in England. 

Î was upset by your article on 
neo-Nazis (Neo-Nazi tide sweeps 
east Germany, February 1) because 
it creates a new (eas) German 
stereotype, which is not accurate, 

It is wrong to say that “east Ger- 
many is a no-go areg for foreign 
people", and that "forelgners can no 
longer move freely in eastern Ger- 
many”. I live there and I can tell you 
that it is definitely not as bad as YOu 
described, 

I1 do not deny that neo-fascism 
and neo-Nazism are problems in 
Germany. I have had some experi 
ence of them and I] know only too 
well that Nazi violence is the worst 
thing that could happen to anybody, 

But the problem is not the young 
Nazis, but the old people, who EexXpe- 
rienced the Hitler time and the 
second world war. They repeat all 
the old nonsense about the Jews 
and foreign people, Even my grand- 
parents do, and I feel ashamed. 

My generation is likely to adopt 
these ideas because there is hardly 
anybody else to tell them anything 


THE conclusion you draw from 
the Guardian/ICM poll on sup- 
port for mifitary action in the Gulf 
— that young people today are 
bereft of a peace movement and are 
more bellicose than their predeces- 

sors — is absurd (Most Britons 
back air ralds on Iraq, February 15). 

Tam among those who favour mil- 
itary action in the Gulf, but am by 
no means one of Thatcher's “hard- 
edged” children. I have been vigor- 
ously opposed to many of the West's 
recent military interventions: 
Grenada, Beirut and Sonıalia to 
name but a few paternalistic, med- 
dlesome outings in which the US 
has recently 

The difference in this instance is 
clear: Saddam Hussein, while he re- 
mains at the helm of Iraq, repre- 
sents a clear threat to the security of 
the world. His stores of weapons of 
mass destruction are not merely 
tools to preserve the security of his 
country or administration, but the 
arsenal of an aggressor, 

In light of this, you cannot draw 
parallels with the peace protesters 
of the sixties and seventies for, were 
the US now to plan a foray into a 
tiny, harmless Southeast Asian 
state, you would [ind many of the 


A baby boomer 
fixated on sex 
Af the agony of baby boomer 
idealism . . , Barbara Ehren- 

reiclı's argument (How Bill screwed 
his generation, February 1) that 
President Clinton's alleged infideli- 
ties symbolise his ongoing betrayal 
of his generation is, quite frankly, 
insulting. I am terribly sorry that 
Ms Ehrenreich’'s investments in 
post-war liberalism have left her, in 
the Clinton era, somewhat lacking 
in compounded ideological interest, 
but I can't help but take untbrnge at 
her professing her generation's 
ownership of the president. 

Î may be wrong, but I don't re 


member our Bill ever saying his 
goal was to forward the financial, 


different. It is easy to blame the emotional, and cultural agenda of 
nat be allowed to get off the ground poll's respondents confounding | young people and not the people | baby boomers. Nor does he claim to 
while that other war against the your conclusions. who have the authority and the | be the archetypal child of the 
poor will be stepped up by the inter- Christopher Fryer, power to do something about the sixties. Are we to assume, then, that 
national banks, the World Trade F London 


Nazi problem, 

I, for example, live in the state of 
Saxony-Anhalt. We have an unenı- 
ployment rate of about 20 per cent. 
Boredonı and hopelessness force us 
to find somebody to blame for all 
the trouble. I do not want to justify 
the Nazis and the right wing, On the 
contrary, I condemn everything 
they do, I blame the German gov- 
ernment for not caring about us, 
and not doing anything for us. 

The other thing which I do nol 
like is the prejudiced view that skin- 
heads are Nazi. Half of my friends 
are skinheads and they are not 
racist or nationalist in any way. 


Mis. Ehrenreich holds tle president 
to her own standards simply be- 
cause of his age? I voted for Bil] 
Clinton because he was concerned 
about the country's future, nol be- 
cause he is a fan of Jimi Hendrix, 

I1 could say that I own the presi- 
dent, since I am a member of Gener 
ation X, and is stint as boss las 
offered me a lot of opporlunily ancl 
growth. But I'm not that selfcen- 
tred. Nor do I take it as a personal 
affront to my beliefs that Clinton 
every now and then doesı'l do 
exactly what T'd like him to do. 

I feel no disappointment or rage 
about the president's supposed sex- 
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the blandness of my generation. 
The president’s sex life means noth- 
ing to me, and as a twentysome- 
thing who is genuinely exhausted 
with her parents’ pathetic laments 
about their fading vivacity, I would 
advise Ms Ehrenreich to find some- 
thing else to fixate on. 

Leah K Hampton, 

Hendersonville, North Carolina, USA 
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All war crimes‏ 
must be tried‏ 
P ROFESSOR Kettler (December‏ 
bemoans "the rhetorical‏ )28 
slale of any question about Jewish‏ 
claims after the Holocaust", which‏ 
‘unfortunately obliges [him] to‏ 
show the scars that entitle [him] to‏ 
speak". His proposal is a noble one;‏ 
but Victoria Brittaln's Comment‏ 
(February 8) debases this rhetori-‏ 


cal stale yet further, demonstrating 
precisely why he is so obliged. 


WV? became of the paper of 
Peter Jenkins and Alistair 
Cooke? Now 1 know what: they 
mean by "London tabloid”, Your car- 
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INTERNATIONA NEWS 5 
S African criminals have last laugh 


tion. The government's frustration 
with the intelligence agencies was 
reflected in an outburst by Presi 
dent Mandela at the recent opening 
of parliament, when he denounced 
“bad apples” in the services. 

Despite Mr Mandela's boast that 
crime statistics were improving — 
with a reduction in the incidence of 
some serious offences — figures 
showing a decline in convictions 
suggest that ihe forces of law and 
order are on the retreat. Convic- 
tions for using and dealing in drugs, 
for example, fell from 46,468 in 
1991-92 to 19,895 in 1995496. 

The flight of experienced detec- 
tives from the force has also left the 
police badly weakened. 

lf Mr Chauke is seen to be laugh- 

ing at law and order in South Africa 
itis not without justification. 
@ The legendary editor of the 
Windhoek Advertiser, Hannes Smit, 
was jailed for four months last week 
when a Namibian judge refused to 
believe he had lost documents relat- 
ing to the murder of the Swapo ac- 
tîvist Anton Lubowski in 1989. “Just 
bring my nose-drops and books," 
Sırit, aged 65, told friends after he 
falled to persuade the inquest judge 
Nic Hannah that he had losl a piece 
of paper naming the seven killers. 


Drug trafficking is rife, thanks to 
South Africa's location, growing air 
links, long borders and sophistî- 
cated communications and banking 
infrastructure. Car theft is also 


popular. 
Mark Shaw, from the Institute for 
Security Studies, says: “Crime 


grows most rapidly in periods of po- 
litical transition and violence, when 
state resources are concentrated in 
certain areas only.” 

The ground was prepared for the 
mushrooming of organised crime 
during the apartheid era, when the 
security services set up state-sanc- 
tioned alliances with the criminal 
underworld. 

Allegations against Wouther Bas- 
son, former head of the apartheid 
chemical and biological weapons 
programme, who is facing charges 
of mass-producing Mandrax and 
Ecstasy, raise the possibility that the 
Nationalist government, intention- 
ally or otherwise, created an army 
of criminals which is still under 
arms. 

The government has conmitted a 
large part of the secret service, mili- 
tary intelligence and the national in- 

telligence agency to the battle. But 
interservice rivalries and infighting 
have undermined their contribu- 


Chauke had attended a party at his 
home while on tlhe run. Mr Mokaba 
said he was unaware of his presence 
and would have arrested him per 
sonally if he had known. 

But Mr Chauke's allegations and 
activities have fuelled fears that the 
rot may extend further into the jus- 
tice system and government than 
acknowledged. Corruption in the 
police service is already known to 
be widespread. Figures for 1996 
showed that one in four officers in 
the greater Johannesburg area was 
under criminal investigation. 

There were reports last week that 
former nıembers of the apartheid 
security forces and ex-guerrillas 
had formed an alliance. They are 
said to have armed themselves with 
weapons fronı Mozambique and to 
have carried out a succession of bul- 
lion robberies under the command 
of former military officers, includ- 
ing a Sandhurst-trained captain. 

Whether or not the claims are 
true, police intelligence estimates 
that South Africa has more than 190 
crime syndicates. They include ele- 

ments of the Russian mafia, in- 
volved in diamonds and weapons 
smuggling; the Chinese Triads, spe- 
cialising in the trade in endangered 
species; and Nigerian drugs rings. 


David Beresford 


OUTH AFRICAN crimino- 
logists scoffed at a recent 

report by the World Eco- 
nomic Forum which placed the 
country third in a list of states worst 
affected by organised crime, after 
Russia and Colombia. But the 
escapades of Colin Chauke have put 
an end to their derision. 

The comparison to Colombia, 
with its drug cartels, and Russia, 
with its mafia, was discounted on 
the grounds that there was no evi 
dence that organised crime in South 
Africa had infiltrated the state and 
corrupted high officials. That com- 
placency was shaken last week 
when Mr Chauke was interviewed 
by the media outside a police station 
near Pretoria, 

Mr Chauke, a former ANC guer- 
rilla, has been identified as the sus- 
pected mastermind of military-style 
attacks on armoured trucks carry- 
ing cash for local banks. He denied 
the allegation and named the “real” 
mastermind. He alleged it was the 
detective leading the hunt for him: 
"Bushy" Engelbrecht. 

Last month a junior minister in 
Nelson Mandela's administration, 
Peter Mokaba, confirmed that Mr 


ven out because slıe was not a mem- 
ber of Bhıuan's ruling ethnic élite, 
the Druıkpas. 
Al !leasl she was nol torluretl. 
Bhanu Adhuikara, a civil servi, 
was hung upside clown, beaten and 
had pins inserted under lis finger- 
nails. He was sıuıspected — wrongly 
— of aking parl in a pro-democrary 
denıonstration. “Prince Charles 
should pressurise the Government 
of Bhutan to repitıiate his suıbjecls 
ıd restore fundamental huntan 
righls,” he sald. 

Bhulan has oue of lhe highesl per 
capita nunıber of refugecs in lhe 
world: a sixth of the population has 

. been driven out by King Wangchuck. 

Seven years after thei’ expulsion, 
they are sill in ‘exile, The prince 
returned home last week, but tlıe 
refugees must continue to wait, 


cotpon. 
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Red carpet veils refugee misery in Bhutan 


the agenda as the kirııg entertained 
the heîr to the British throne at the 
Queen Mother's royal residence, 
Dechencholing Palace. They had al- 
ready spent 8Û minutes together at 
the Tashichha Dzong, an 18th cen- 
tury Buddhist fortress monastery, 
now ibe seat of government in 
Thimpu, Bhutan's sleepy capital. 
Bhutan's long-serving foreign 
minister, Dawa Tsering, dismissed 
as "exaggerated" claims made by the 
refugees. But back at the camp 
Chandra Khainda, another refugee, 
invited Prince Charles to come and 
see for himself. “He should come 
here and see how we are living," she 
sald. Chandra, aged 27, was sacked 
from her government job and dri- 
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anese relugces languishing in Be! 
dangi refugee camp, a cleared tract 
of jungle in the rainy flatlands of 
eastern Nepal that Prince Charles 
did not see on his 10-day Asian tour. 
Gurung's forefathers had migrated 
from Nepal to Bhulan, encouraged 
by the British, who wanted labour 
for tea plantations. But lıe was 
forced to leave Bhutan after the 
king introcluced a “one nation, one 
people” policy in 1989. 

King Wangchuck continues to 
preside over this tiny medieval king- 
dom between India and China, 
where demacracy, television, blue 
jeans and other Western influences 
are banııed. 

The refugees' plight was not on 
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Luke Harding 


N THE second day of his visit 
last week to one of the world's 
last feudal states, Prince Charles 
was greeted with a red carpet dec- 
orated with lucky symbols in 
coloured rice before tucking into 
lunch with King Wangchuck of 
Bhutan. “I'm so happy 1o have you 
here," the king said, as the prince 
bowel deeply. : 
Two hundred miles away, across 
tea gardens and a landscape of 
padly fields, Tul Bir Gurung was 
sitting on a stool wondering when 
he ınight be allowed to return home 
to his farın. 
Gurung is one of 94,000 Bhut- 
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Australians 
to vote on 
republic plan 


finally en- 
dorsed a propasal to replace the 
Queen as head of atate by the 
year 2001, writes Christopher 
Zinnin Sydney. 


year. 
But Mr Howard said he 

fnwured a referendum norıe the 

lesa. The majority of delegates 


ı lullona! monarchist, said he had 
| merged from the $24 million 

| xercise more idealistic, 

. keause of the integrity of the 
“Australlanism” expressed in 


j | rompromiae cobbled together by 
ise col 
rious factions 


— was nick- 
tamed the “camel”. It providea 


trialists of northern Italy wil f Î or te public to norm te 


| candidate who must 
support of two- 
thirds of federal MPs, 

The ARM chairman and 
frchitect of the deal, Malcolm 
Turnbull, said he was sure 


“think this is a very impor- 
nt day. .. We're one step 

duser io a republic, but I think 
On this occasion we've taken a 
ie gj Steps wit one leap,” 


All sides realise that the refer- 


| 
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. . . The British, French and. 6% IF 


2 
of Ciasem, West Java 


neo, with at least 895 “hot spols r 
ported as of last Sunday. Tw 
outbreaks threaten the return 4 
smog which blanketed a buy 
swathe of Southeast Asia last yei. 
causing widespread health and em: 
ronmental problems. 


Comment, page 12, 
Washington Post, page 19 


of the other states in the union. 
devaluation and depreciation bi 
been a useful way of onal 
enhancing the competitiveness € 
Italian business. 

Though it may take an effort, 
enterprising, export-oriented inh 


ways to compete on grounds obe 
than price, as indeed many hare 
ready done. But what of the sulh 
Sicily and Sardinia, with ther & 
pendence on government incentîs 
and protection? Might noi oft 
competition with the rest of EW 
split Italy even more decisively hi 
at present? Might it not be thst 
north will swim and get still rihe 
and the south will sink and get 
poorer? 

How much of this Domenica 
audience grasps is doubtful, e 
cially since Italy's entry into Emu 
scarcely a matter for debate. T# 
lira is being carried at 4 
pace towards the euro on a swel 
largely unquestioning popular 
thusiasm. Why? 


A history of conquest and occuPê; 


2 


tion by other Europeans 
haps made Italians more 


about rule from outside. But hekî | 


motive is their dissatisfacton 
rule by other Italians. ن‎ 
“Inside the Europeanism of ¥ 
Italians there. is great need llr 
governed,” Federico FRampin. i 
in La Repubblica last week. 


is not only Rome that js to gove f 


but also te European Comrie 
the whole thing seems more 


mans resist every 


cession 0 
eignty: to Brusselş. We bless f %' i 


way of protecting. ourşeles. 
ourselves,” 


of Italian politicians in 
since uniflcation. If is als 
ment tû Italy's immaturity 
of selfconfideace.. 


inadequacies. “Statements blaming 
subversives sound great but only 
expose the reality of the regime, He 
cannot accept that he has failed and 
is blaming anyone and everyone for 
his mistakes.” 

There is litle hope of change. 
Amien Rais, a Muslim scholar, and 
Megawati Sukarnoputri, former 
leader of the Indonesian Democra- 
tic Party, have offered to stand for 
the presidency but are outside In- 
donesia's claustrophobic and tightly 
controlled political system and so 
stand no chance of success. 

The only option for many is to 


end the economic turmoil, The In- 
ternational Monetary Fund was re- 
ported to have threatened to 
suspend its $43 billion bailout pack- 
age. President Clinton also spoke to 
Suharto by telephone last week, 

„ Suharto has ordered the Indone- 
sian armed forces to act ruthlessly 
and decisively against unrest in the 
ruu-up to the indirect presidential 
election on March 10. 

He also ordered the reactivation 
of military alert posts created be- 
fore last year's general election. 

According to the sociologist 
Loekman Sutrisno, Suharto's prob- 


lem is that he cannot admit his own rely on lhe younger officers who 


Mauritius tries to dodge the tiger trap 


Saving Italy from itself 


PRIVATE VIEW 
John Hooper 


Ltr WEEK 150 German eco- 
nomics professors signed an ap- 
peal for European monetary union 
to be postponed or restricted. The 
ae a in aly: e was another 

ramatic episode in the Eu 8, 
but of a different kind. و‎ 

To understand it fully you need to 
know about Domenica In, a popular 
television show. Ié begins as Italians 
are finishing their Sunday lunches 
and continues through an afternoon 
which traditionally brings together 
the family in homage lo la mamma. 
Domenica In offers comedy, music, 
dance, quizzes and hordes of scant 
ily-clad, wellendowed females, 

Last week it also offered the in- 


Ciampi, Italy's treasury minister, He 
agreed to use the show to give ordi- 
nary Italians a say in the images to 
be put on the euro coins they will be 
using after January 1, 2002 — Ppro- 
vided Italy's partners oyerlook the 
little matter of a government debt: 
125 per cent of ita gross domestic 
product. 

‘The result astonished everyone: 
15 million people phoned in. As 
doubts about the wisdom of having a 
single currency, mounts everywhere 
else in Europe, Itallang cannot wait 
to getit into thelr pockets. Why? . 

European monetary union, it is 
true, offers them the’ prospect of 
significant economic. benefit, If — 
and itis quite a big if — the new cur. 
rency İs strong, it will mean low in- 
terest rates. And that will mean the 
Italian state can pay off its vast debt 
on the cheap. 


drawbacks are‏ ا 
considerable, By sacrificing their‏ 
currency the Italians are sacrificing‏ 
the right to devalue it qr to allow if‏ 
to.depreciate against tie currencies‏ 


-- |: Yet the potential 


-|-Berenger has come tantalls! 


ingly 
close to becoming the ialand's 
first non-Hindu prime minister, 
His MMM formed a now-defunct 
coalitlon government in 1995 
with the Labour party of the 
prime minister, Navin Rarh- 
goolam. 

Many Mauritian political ob- 
servers say that politics will re- 
main dominated by Hindus, who 
make up about 50 per cent of 
the population. Chriatians of 
French, English and Asian back- 
grounds make up about 30 per 
cent, Muslims 17 per cent and 

ege 3 per cent, 

Divisions could have appeared 
in this polyglot mix but, alded by 
prosperity, Mauritius enjoys a 
relatively friendly multi-party 
acene, 


All three parties are feverlahly congruous figure of Carlo Azeglio 


Sir Anerood has said the by- 
election race will declde whether 
hë or Mr Ramgoolam leada the 
Hindu population and ia there- 
fore likely to be the next prime 
minister, 

But Mr Berenger, while fleld. 
ing a Hindu candidate, main- 
tains optimiatically that 
Mauritius ia ready for nOn- 
Hindu leadership. 

“While the issues have 
changed, our ideals have re-; . : 
mairied the ame,” he said, "We 
stand for unity in diversity, for ` 
m Mauritius a real demo- 
cratic model.” 


4 INTERNATIONAL NEWS 
Indonesian turmoil 
as rioting spreads 


save them from being damaged. 
“My family and IT escaped death by a 
whisker,” said a grocer in Loaari, 
too scared to give his uname, “We 
fled from the back ofthe shop as we 
heard the mob ripping down tlıe 
grilles on the front windows, I1 am 
sure we wûuld have lost our lives 
had we ııot made ga tüh for it, 2 

"Itis an ethnic thing. The current 
crisis is the worst since President 
Suharto came to power [32 years 
ago] but he cannot be blamed so 
we, the traditional enemy, are made 
the scapegoat." 

The Chinese make up about 5 per 
cent of the population but control 
70 per cent of the nation's wealth, 
Many indigenous Indonesians be- 
Heve the Chinese have exploited the 
masses and grownı rich on presiden. 
flal patronage. 

Indonesia's economy began to 
collapse last July but most people 
only began to feel the effects when 
prices shot up last month in the 
wake of 8 meltdown of the cur. 
Tency and rising unemployment, 
Unrest has since been FDO in 
almost half of the 27 provinces, 

International bankers in Jakarta 
said last Sunday that the crisis was 
likely to continue for months, after 
Suharto confirmed his decision to 
ignore international opinion and 
peg the rupiah to the dollar to try to 


John Agllonby In Cirebon, 
West Java 


ت 
IVE people were killed,‏ 
dozens injured and hundreds‏ 
arrested last weekend as‏ 
Indonesian unrest at soaring pricce‏ 
exploded in violence.‏ 

Two rioters were shat dead by 
security forces in the central Java 
town of Brebes for allegedly threat- 
ening troops with metal bars and 
axes; two more people died in riot- 
ing on the qudet tourist Island of 
Lombok on Saturday last week; and 
the fifth victim was trampled to 
death by a rampaging mob in the 
west Jaya town of Losari on the pre- 
vious night. 

The unrest, which began four 
weeks ago, has rapidly developed 
into widespread rioting, looting and 
violence. In recent days rioting has 
broken out in more than 20 towns. 
Much of the violence is aimed at 
shopkeepers of Chinese descent, 

In Kadipaten, near Cirebon, hun- 
dreds of people burned, ransacked 
and looted more than a dozen shops 
at the weekend. 

Churches and temples used by 
Chinese in west and central Java 
were attacked for the first time last 
weekend. Many people painted 
"Muslim family” on the façades of 
their properties in an atiempt to 


Andrew Meldrum in i Bit dlacê the 1970s. 
1 succes goverrıments of all 
Port Louis reports on a three partlen have determinedly 
becoming island economy a free-market economics, 
rapid growth, 
TE collapse of Southıeaat ا‎ rates and e 
Aslan E r 0 incomes, 
tremors arounı wa! tin Even opposition politicians 
few placea hag the warning jolt concede that the island's eco- 
been felt more than Mauridua, nomy is healthy. “The economy 
acrosa the Indlan Ocean, îa doling well, but one ia tempted 
The island feels particularly to say itis doing well in spite of 
vulnerable because it has mod- the government,” aaid the oppo- 
elled its development on those sition leader Paul Berengert, 
wounded Aslan tigers. The tropi- | founder ofthe MMM. 
cal island, covering 1,865 “The export processing zones 
square kilometres, is dense And tourism are faring eapeclally 
populated by 1,3 million peaple | well, However, there are dark 
ofa diverse Aslan/ Europ clouds on the horizon, 
African ethnic mix. Unemployment is already on the 
An abrupt halt to Maurltlus’s increase . . . Ifa certain number 
economic boom could threaten of reformê are not carried out — 
the relatively Io unemptoyment | especially reforms in our educa. 
rate of Š per cent and, therefore, | ton system and orientation of 
political stability, our vocatlonal and training sys- 
“Many people are anxious, temas — we are definitely heading 
even nervous, that Mauritius for trouble in the yeata ahead,” 
aE e ik ا‎ Since he burst on to the polid- 
ntagion,” ert cal scene in 
Gnany, chief economist for the e r170e, Hr 
Mauritius Commercial Bank, 
“But I don’t think we will have 
anything similar to an Asian 
meltdown. We don't have the 
same level of short-term debt as 
Southeast Asia, 
“The fect of the Asian crisia 
will not directly depress our 
growth, but indirectly it may 
glow down growth a bit,” said Mr 
Gnany as he rated off impres- 
sive growth figures of more than 
5 per cent of gross domestic 
product for the past four years. 
Mauritius is a puzzling suc- 


س سے ست ممت معت تہ سیک وت کت ل ایل د مید ندرد 


cess story. Ita three main politi- 
cal partiea — the ruling Labour 
Party, the Mouvcnrent Militant 
Mauricien (MMM) and the 
Mouvement Socialist Militant 


(MSM) — are ostensibly socialist 


ا ساق اک اا ت حف ا واا ع د 
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Continental drift may 
undermine EU vision 


THE WEEK IN EUROPE 
Martin Walker 


ا ا ا 
European Union likes to‏ ™[ 
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ith 
Along, cold winter has left the nomads of Northern .” | Or 12 years it ea gile e 
Tibetstranded and starving, writes Maggie O'Kane 1 


The freezing hell ET 
that is Shangri-La 


them on; the shepherd fled up the 
EE the | tion is an old coffee jar filled with 


exports has shrunk by 7 per cent 
over the same period. 

In one general conclusion, the 
employers claim that Europeans lit- 
erally are not working, and that the 
real victims of relative decline are 
therefore Europe's working classes, 
Europeans are far less likely to be in 
work, and work fewer hours when 
they are. And they suffer from the 
double blow of higher taxes to şup- 
port swollen governments of a com- 
petence so dubious that they deliver 
a worse environment for job cre- 
ation than the US ur Japan. 

Europe spends an average 50 per 
cent of GDP on the public sector, 
compared witlı 34 per cent in the US 
and 36 per cent in Japan, Public 
employment, which until 1980 was 
higlıer iıı the US than in Europe, 
now accounts for 18 per cent of 
European jobs, compared with 15 
per cent in the US and & per cent in 
Japar. 

Nor-wage labour casts in 
Europe's manufacturing industry 
art on average 75 per cent of the 


pride itself on being a bigger 

and richer economic block 
tlıan the United States, with a com- 
bined gross domestic product 
(GDP) about 10 per cent larger than 
that of the US. Certainly Europe ac- 
counts for a greater share of world 
trade, ancl equally certaînly the new 
single currency will become a seri- 
ous rival to the dollar once it is 
launched. 

But this superficially comforling 
slate of affairs for Europe's eco- 
nomic patriots is unlikely to last for 
wry long. The EU employers’ con- 
feeleration, UNICE, has published a 
detailed and sobering report, Bench- 

”ّ marking Europe's Competitiveness, 
which portrays a continental eco- 
nonıy in relalive decline. Introduc- 
ing the report in Brussels last week, 
UNICE's president François Perigot 
said that unless matters changecl 
fast. "we shall be baukrupt”, His 


side of the cave and she couldn't 
chase him in her slippers. 
In September, when it all began, ا‎ 
it was not the yeti they saw but the 
tremon. The snow bear sleeps 
under the snow for the winter and 
comes in the summer to feed on 
Tashi's buffalo. In the ا‎ days of 
€ treımon 
snow for miles, wlıile, above, | coloured shells. Seplember he eman 
crows float, waiting By the roadside, frozen families ld e en Erg ahe 
their turn. Dead buflaloes every- | wave money at the drivers of the e e A 
where: on the main road; outside | few trucks that pass, begging for a i iie al he e yone! Of 
the nomads tents. The cruellest | lift; a reprieve from the cold. But on e 
ا‎ covering th 8 5 i tink ا ا‎ and children E ا‎ o ا‎ 
1 me. Î knew it wa: 
ا‎ forcing fields of buffalo to | deatlı, the people are hard with each e e a ت‎ 1 ne as 
forage in the stomachs of their dead | other; a driver angry because a e 
e secre td te ed e i e The snow fell for most of Septem- 
le : 0 E Een ber lut nobady paicl ا‎ muclı e 
spread area the ci 0 0 . ıobo 1 cl aie 
Heh of England. The. Tibetan no- Northern Tibet is now a beauti- tion. Tibet is snow, But y «lay 
mals, wlio along with their Mongo- | ful, scenic abattoir. This, ironically, 
lan cousins are the last pure | isthe setting of Shangri-La, the land 
nomads lo survive untouched in the | created by James Hilton in his 1933 
world, are finished. Ten million buf | book, Lost Horizon, the land where 
alo and sheep are dead or starving, | the high mountains protect a mythi- 
xcording to official Chinese fig- | cal kingdom from the pain and suf- 
lures; and almost the entire nomad | fering of the outside, where people 
population is trapped, relying ûn | livê to be 100, But even without the 


the snow got thicker ancl the long- 
lıaired yaks with tlıeir soft lips and 
gums found it hard to nuzzle 
through it for fool. I October the 
nomads waited for the snow to stop. 
Tashi had started lis herd uf 40 
yaks in 1963 alter he was kickecl out 
of the monastery where he was a 


kept my promises, I break all records. 4,820 
expresses frustration at Germany's mass unemployn 


,000 jobless": a protester wearing a Kohl mask 
ment during a rally in Cologne fFHSTOGRarH Fee ج‎ | 


ıring the cullural revolu- 
: | | Chinese army trucks to bring them | disastrous snows e e the او‎ E ا‎ he loved besl he 
ا‎ 1 of ever: ا‎ : i. ت‎ i 
wage cosls, rising to a peak of 102 | ing, UNICE confesses that it can | social pain alıead, at a time when must consider the political nıoires | | | ed, clothes eo nel ا ا‎ ill 1 lr : called 0 0 2 
generalion had failel its trust, went | per cent in Italy. By contrast, they | find no European state on which the | the European project itself seems tu | ihiat lie behind it. Europe's employ’ | . 1 eomp ie ا ا3‎ before reaching adultlioud. EL: 1 ا‎ RS HEMETE E October 1 0 1 -hillre1 but 
ûn this courtly representative of | are only 40 per cent of the wage in | rest should model themselves, De- | have less public support than ever ers Clearly want tı claw back some , here's still ro months of Snow 10 By the time the governmem and j Scenic abattoir . . . millions of animals have dled and the nomad knees E HS LECT i ا‎ 
wla France calls the “patronalt", to | Britain, and 38 per cent in the US spite fashionable claims of Britain's | before. of the righis tu job pralection, | , Wê: SYS an i e 2 0 ا‎ that the snow | population devastated by four months of snow PHOTO MAGOEOTANE | ever yani sail it woul sup enon. 
safeguard & distinctive Euripcan | The average European has lo work | success, tlhe mixed record of tlıe And the report contains une | shorter warking huurs aud high | ` ardinator in e ort d eh ay was not going lo stop, niillions of The wei bi En 1 le: 
model that conbined economic | until the end of Jtıly to pay that | Thalcherite revolution is plain in | deeply sobering statistic about pen- | welfare provision thal the irade' | ™ Stisties on the lead, Nobody anal leacl and the nomiıd | agency, Xinbua, lid report thal as | chillren. “They told us that they | wuts lo [rostbile ın 0 1l 
vigor with social justice, year’s total taxes on labour. Bel | new figures published by the Euro- sions wlıich nıay cast some cloubls unions have secur within he kınws, All we know is that e e e gh The sn E many as 2.000 people were missing, | had everything under control and vame ed. Cb او‎ N 
Much of UNICE's cliagnosis will gians, with the highest labour taxes, pean Conmıission on the same day. | on the euro's prospects. In Britaiu, | framework of Ihe European socalı Mo people at e E ell have fallen non-stop since | possibly dead in the snow in the | thal ay more snow would be no lir E 
be familiar lo any student of seven- | work until almost the end of August, Eurostat, the EU's statistical arm, | where the shifl Irom public to pri- | muclel. The US ind tu a lesser ér ek 1 the E i ih ۳ September, came in 50 sıowstorIns, Chinese province of Qinghai and | problem and that we were nol to E aR ee iE 
ties’ Britain, when the counlry was | while Japanese workers lıave paid | forecast that Britaiıı's GDP per head | vate pensions is well advanced, tlıe | tent Britain, which exempliiy lhe | i ا‎ e moni 8 a deeper and more deadly (han | that the government had sent | talk about dead yaks or people. 1 ash n 15 e hi U i Sili 
called the sick man of Europe. Now | ùff their labour taxes by lhe end of j of population will continue to drop, | total liability of future pension pay- | rival Anglo-Saxon model of robust ı . Chi r managing line: hi the last. Cut off from the world, the | $800,000 in aid. There are no official | myself don't know aan ha dE, E 0 u e the wind ix 
the ailments of mass unemploy- Î April. British workers pay them by | and that the UK in 1999 iş likely to | ments is about 5 per cent of CDP In capitalism with greater manage j ; tp t. which pers hi ent has refused to | figures on the Tibetan death toll; no { except for a boy and his father who oft CID 6. Everyihing 
ment, feeble growth and stagnating | mid-June. be fourth from bottom in lhe EU Germany and France, the liabilities | ment rights of lıire and fire, repre 0ا ا‎ Ts in the area and | Chinese ا‎ tent of the | one yet knows how many more of | they found frozen in a hut, but this | softer, looking for grass. Everything 
living standards have spread to the Business costs are sharply higher | league table, ahearl of only Greece, | are over 110 per cent of GDP which sent ınarkedly less equal societies. | mists there have been no denis nekaomicdge, tlhe: es 1e hel ihe estimalecl 200,000-300,000 no- j snow is not going to stop uutil April, | was clcad. In November the yak — 
continent as a whole. Over the past in Europe. The UNICE report notes Portugal and Spain. will impose a savage tax burden on But mass unemployment in Ger. | ; 4°18 the roadside lie the carcasses tragedy lok r oui oe 0 fa | mads affected have died in the | and even now there are thousands | whose dung they use lo build thir 
20 years, the US has on average | that long-distance phone calls and UNICE does point to the inmi- | fubure ا‎ And yel the | many and Pi hE the rı: Ikimned mountain hb E 0 a ad a snow. wlıo cart be reached.” huls and burn on their fires so they 
grown each year by 0.4 per cent | Internet connections are usually | nent launch of the single currency monetary union that goes hand in | sponsible unenuiployed are ı Whose leather, at least, can be | mas 
more than the EU. Had Europe | double and up to five times higher | as a panacea, Once European com- 
matched the American perfor 


erıinıe: e 8: 
recency Ww 0 dd. The weather i operation that, despite Chinese IL seems that gentle, Buddhist can eat— also began to die. 
hand with the single cur 111 occupying goverıınıent buildings ıs so cold that 1 pı 


E e own 1n n Chinese television, controller 
E g0 in ' require ever more fiscal harnıonisa seconds outside the eyes | efforts, dred: Tibet, a sensitive geopolitical gem N A ROADSIDE café dı 
ancl ihe legs r sporısible are rioting j, cannot sustain tle hundreds On C 


of transport, solid fuels and all euros, it forecasts that competition 
forms of energy are sharply higher. | will intensify, 
But beyond the now-rautine calls 


mance, it would be much richer, 
and its unemployment level would 


i 1 1 ley south of Amdo, a Î groups of journalists report nightly 
1 1 ds of stranded nomads | that straddles India and China, still the val 
tion. A tax regime to fund French | in the streets, is changing Ihet. The | | *#. By the roads, women with | of thousands 
be a modest 6 million instead of the 


OrCing dramı nd G man pension bilities wi E children ted to their back are dri who neeı i i ken nomad who tried to on the Chinese government relief 
1 i ropean model visi y tailin E 1 1 d to be fed and warmed in | has a place in Western dreams. Its drunı di € 0 ۴ kê 
structural rm. 0 the ey 0 aS i a 1 3 e 0 Hs vic 2 N the ng yaks to the lowe valleys, cles- | the months to come. In an area | claims of independence and appeal save his herd by driving it downhill, aperation: a Convoy o Toyota truck 
fre 1 


i i ing hi i 1 ing local officials arrives at a 
1 i Western romantics has saved it | leaving his faınily behind, is crying Î carrying 
Current, appalling 18 million. Eu- | for deregulation, flexible labour | level. Even if true, this seems to | such debts, working classes and the sem ng for grass; the | north of the mountain town of | to Western 
rûpe's share of worl manufacturing Î markets and slashed public spend- Î imply more unentployment and 1 


children’ 1 insi ity Chi j d ranting. He sits at a table under | settlement where nomads have 
0 5 iced | Amdo, where the Chinese insisted Î from the obscurity China enjoys | and | been trapped for months; they come 
û any report of this kind, one Î skilled. | | er Sieh a f peer | all necessary aid had already ar- | when dealing with other unruly Î a gilt o a re ai and blinking from their 
1 1 1 f 27 families had Î areas; who has ever heard of Xirr | wearing a blaci ng, s „and | f Chir 
“ut from their backs, perisherl and | rived, not one ol a1 1 1 here Chinese Muslims are | along a pink sports car. “I had 57 ¦ tents carrying pictures of Chairmı 
Public puts fis fa j a a bewildered, Already the babies’ | enough food or firewood to survive. | jiang, where Chines aks and I escaped in the snow with | Mao. They fall gratefully on the 
Public puts its fa ith ın common sense against American legalism is diffl- | about last week's revolt by voters in cheeks have the texture of rough | “It is not going to stop snowing until | rioting for independence? ya but the people who | leader of the officiol delegation, 
e e. but e can be little | Maine agains! a gay a workers. The Women are April and there are still hundreds of a ی ی‎ o e ê ê verti placing the silky white scarfs i 
ا‎ oubt that the impson case was Only a person who did nol 1 dressed i : : 1 be reached,” said | the northern Til ip Buddha around his 
1 therefore they favour a legal ap- Î a milestone in ihe process. The O ] | their i history or their US belted a a 0 e ga بک‎ had lost half his Î Nagqu, the roads are filled with | The grass is all i 8 1d ا ا‎ 
proach. They say that ifthe charges | case was important because it constitutional law would claim that traded for yah ا‎ army trucks moving towards the | one place for ا‎ capital, Lhasa, office work- 
are false, then Clinton can stay, but | showed that a ınan who was widely | Americans are abandoning this cer mod times Thai ir is the colour | But China, irritated and dogged | mountains with relief supplies. The | then it n ew place 1 don't | ers collect waste paper to send to 
if they are true, he must be cerr | believed to be guilty of the most se- | tral and abiding pillar of their way of | ! ofthe black yak, anal e {them | by international protest over its gov- | operation involves 500 troops, fleets | have 0 ne There are | the nomads, so they can burn it and 
sured and, if necessary, punished. | riouscrime of all could evade justice | life. But the era — broadly | i ry, their feet al in | ernance of Tibet, fuelled now by two Î of trucks, local coordinating com- Û know if they 1 n 7 to go and | keep warm, There are ceremonial 
America's collective reluctance to | by playing the system. O J wasn't | 1960s — in which the law was use #onllen boots ith poi ted toes. ıew Hollywood movies, is reluctant | mittees and lorries filled with fire- | still two at 2 imal arê dead send-offs for the dozens of donation 
bring the full weight of the rules to just an injustice, though it was that | to end many of the problems of 4 a makeshift ut ff the main | to make an international appeal or | wood, maize and coal. “The army of | now the weaker 0 a trucks from Lhasa, actagspanled by 
bear upon a leader who is presiding | too. His ease humiliate] the system. | bad society was superseded by a1 nad to the north a mily of 11 are | admit to any deaths among people | the great Chinese government | andthe 7 hut sits on the | the waving of white flags, army 
over a buoyant economy in a world Clinton's case, though quite dif | era — the 1970s — in which op saling the last of thei dead lk. A | who have been trapped in tempere- | came İn trucks," says Norpo, a 45- | A three-roome! t an altitude of | salutes, and 100 or so cheering peo- 
which is largely at peace is more | ferent in every way, also humiliates | mists thought that the law couli leg of dried meat i the CRE ie tures of -35C or lower for four | yearold nomad who was rescued | side of a E ا‎ erature is | ple, under the TY carmeras and 
than understandable, Contrary to | the American legal system. | also create a good society in ofa room, where Ih, 2 و‎ months, The official Chinese news | from the mountains with his five | 4,010 metres, 2 1 n weak | gothic town lights that illuminate 
what Himmelfarb fears, it does not Rightwingers will no doubt claim place, That era, it seems, ia 1F e 2 39C ude: aside th Hilla uffs | the central square. The only journal- 
reveal a society without values. It | that this is because he too is seek- coming to an end not in the orgy children breath 0 Tashi ists allowed in the area are Chinese 
simply shows a society with a sense | ing to evade justice, but that is | laissez-faire destruction that of steam. Thelr ا‎ ğnd- | or controlled Tibetans. It iş a “fame 
of proportion. It does not mean that | where the Simpson ` comparison | right sought in the 1980a but İn 4 the skin of a sheep ا‎ and | ily" tragedy where honour dictates 
Americans think Clinton is a good | ends. The public wanted Simpson to | new equllibrlum between. the BF | and pink ا‎ 1 as an j that suffering is better than inter na- 
uan or a bad one, merely that his | be convicted, but they dont want | and experience. ا‎ offers a hand, diriy anı tional shame, something that a 
importance outweighs his failings. that to happen to Clinton. The belief that good .socielies old fish. 
I is also, however, part of a mote All this is part of a wider Ameri- 


RR who is on trial (though, actually, 
he's not — yet), The American pub- 
lic is also in the dock, says Himmel. 
farb, because its endemic moral 
relativism is being tested by the cri 
sis. In her opinion, the public's ap- 
parent instinct for saying that sexual 
behaviour is just a personal matter 
is part of the vulgarisation and “de- 
moralisation” of modern life, 

Well. it is certainly true that in 
the past few weeks American opin- 
ion seems to have been rewriting 
some of the rules of public conduct, 
However, rather than put this down 
to a mass moral failing, as Himmel 
farb and the comununitarian moral 
ists tend to do, it may be better to 
look at these same facts in a rather 
less censorious light. 


اس 


Washington diary 
Martin Kettle 


ral nf Ameri £0 i i de from the f three-year-old with an iced face 
can d people and good behav Tea is served. It is ma 1 -old E 
MERICA'S list: For instal ful 1 1 n e 1 a j Om the belief that the dan be created by 0 e 0 fat scraped from under the skin of Î whimpering in the cold might .nıal 
7 ınoralisis are un- Or irıstance, a useful way of un- | can legalism. The Ww, as alwa la fashi ety. If i t0 ce them kîn 
Afi about the Monica Lewin- | derstanding the Clinton-Lewin sky J3 re. | law can fashion 2 good society. if it | lots of lawyers to e 


sky affair, and it isnt hard to see 
2 why. Faced with opinion polls which 
show that their fellow citizens don't 
believe Bill Clinton's version of 
events yet also think that he is 
doing ite best job of his career, it is 
not surprising that the Clinton- 
Lewinsky question has got some 
people's nıoral compass in a spin, 
One of the most articulate of the 
American moralists, Gertrude Hin. 
melfarb, wrote Jespairingly the 
other" day that it was not just Clinton 


mains central to American ideas of Î ‘had not been for Lewinsky and inde- 
Private and public virtue, and its Pendent counsel Kenneth Starr, you 
role a8 the arbiter of the nation’s life would have been reading a lot this 
is institutionalised to an unusual de- winter about the continuing chal- 
gree compared with many other lenge to affirmative action, a move- 
countries. But the United States is | ment which began in California two |. ones. But go out, it will and, # 1 
also a notoriously legalistic country, | summers ago and which js likely to | luck, one of the consequgnces col 
in ways too obvious and numerous | be 4 major theme of this election | be the rediscovery of. what یا‎ 
to illustrate here. Those ways have year: You would be hearing about | America's founding fathers, Th 
long been something of an inter- | the states such ah Michigan where | Palne, used to call common e 
national joke, and they may be be- | preferential i ag opposed to equal | mdeed, to judge by. the popu re 
ginning to embarrass ‘Americans — treatment for black university ap- |; sponse to the Clinton-Lewinely 
themselves, Plicants is under challenge, possibly |; fair, something like that.could. 8 
Quite when the tide began to turn Î with national Consequences. Or |. be happening already. , + f 


ak, mixed with water boiled on | understand. E 
made from its dung. Tashi Î In the headquarters of the inter 
says the trouble began in Septem- | national.agencies in New York and 
ber but nobody knew then what was | Geneva there are fears of a cata 
going to happen. : strophe that is sll! İn its infancy. "It 

In Tibet the creature they fear j is just beginning,” says one official. 
most is the yeti. Tashi las never Î “The Çhinese are doing what they 
seen one, but he knows stories of | can, but they simply don't have the 
the female yeti whé standa up on | logistical ,„skills to run, a long-term 
two feet andl pretends in the’ .dis- | operation like this. There are thou- 
tance to be a human cryirig for help. sanda of nomads who will need 
When the shepherd .comea ‘close | feeding for months. Most of them 
she takes him underground to her | will end up begging in the cities hy 
cave tobe her mate. He knûwes the spring. We haye the experience lo 
story of one yeti who kept her male | do it, but they have to ask." . 2 


cıisis may be that it is an important 
episode in the changing face of 
Anıerican legalisnı, and that this 
change, which involves a growing 
reluctance to accept law as the final 
arbiter of what is good for society, is 
on the whole no bad thing, even 
though it may have some undesir- 
able consequences, 

To the Himınelfarbs of the world, 
this is unacceptable. They do not 
want irresponsible private behav. 
iour to be publicly condoned, and 


illusion whose time has now go# 
As that long tide of legalism 1 
` out, albeit slowly .and unevenly, 
. will doubtless create many new 
justices and reexpose somê . 
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ANCER is now Britain's 
biggest killer following 


RITISH car buyera are paying 
up to 50 per cent more for 


concern that Scotland could 


ATRICK McKINLEY, one of 
the men accused of involve- 


UMAN remains were founcl 
buricd in the former london 


ORE than 5,000 voluntary 
roadside drugs tests are to 


OACH comipany, Brelaton;' i |: 
forriietlY the Travellers 
pany, waa fined 


In Brief 


successes in combating heart 
. disease, according to the Cancer 


thelr cars than other European 
customers, according to Euro- 
pean Union figures. Officials in 
Brussela accused car manufac- 
turers of making “windfall” prof- 
its and warned of legal action. 


ABOUR MPs expressed 


be independent within 10 years 
after opinion polls showed the 
Scottish National Party on 
course to take a third of the 
seats in the Scottish parlament. 


ment in the IRA Docklands 
bombing in 1996, was cleared at 
the Old Bailey after the judge 
ruled that there was insufficient 
evidence against him. 


home of Benjamin Franklin, : 
founding father of American in- 
dependence. It is thought the 
bodies were robbed fron graves 
and used for medical research by 
a close friend of the statesman. 


be carried out on motorists in 
March. The trlal of testing equip- 
. ment comes in response to evi- 
' dence that almost one ln five drl- 
vers killed irı aceldentas fs urider 
the influrice of illicit drugs, . - 


: RAMPIAN’S chief constable, 
٣ Tan Oliver, resigned after he 
waa photographed kiasing a کک‎ 
, 26iyear-old woman ir a wood- : 
land car park while oni duty. '- 


,_ [AMES HALL, aged 24, 
` wÎ became'the first ail n 
' Britain to be given ai au alle |, 
: fe sentence under the “two 4 

¦ strikes and youre out” law intro. 

' duced by the ptevlous Home ا‎ 
i Secretary, Michael Howard. Hall 
ladmitingwounding wlth'intent |! 
to causé 'grevious bodily harm: ر‎ 


Coach Com! ا‎ 
: £10,587 for faulty brakes anda |. 
! defective speed limiter oh a’ 


coach thatcradhed in ‘Kent 


Ing nine American 


i tourists'and the driver. 


1893; 


beat actor fof his'performance 


aa Lêar, while Sir Richerd‘Eyre 


best actresslaward Was won 


إ 


, a jude bêst direttor. The 


pected. Ms Mowlam was forced to 
admit that ahe had made no such re- 
: quest Sinn Fein said that that 
' meant Catholics were being treated 


Mo Mowlam, forwarded the indict- 
ment after Ronnie Flanagan, the 
Royal Ulster Constabulary Chief 
Constable, linked the IRA to the 


by the British government.” 

He denied that Sinn Fein, which 
has gained little from negotiations, 
was interested in an exit strategy. He 
said he believed the IRA ceasefire 
was intact, but he emphasised that 
Sinn Fein spoke only for its voters. 


Mowlam had demanded an assess 
ment from Mr Flanagan on the mur- 
ders of two Catholics last month, 
immediately after the Ulster Free- 
dom Fighters (UFT) restored their 
ceasefire, No organisation claimed 
responsibilty but the UFF is suş- 


agreement between the British 


SH 


Fears for IRA ceasefire as Sinn Fein faces talks ban 


killed to exploit it and bring’ this 
process down." 

The ejection procedure was ex- 
pected to be completed. by Wednes- 


i iti Research Campaign. Last 
1 1 d ta | murders in Belfast last week of a | as second-class citizens. 8 year 
i ا 0 وا‎ Catholic drugs ‘dealer, Brendan Martin McGuinness, Sinn Fein's 156,890 Bene Es cer 
Senior figures doubt whether they | Campbell, aged 30, and an Ulster j chief negotiator, said of the 'indict- r 0 pee i 
can influence the IRA to keep to its | Defence ام و‎ member, ii rae 0 ا‎ 2 Rb E E 
1 in i ed, | Bobby Dougan, . a : We are. : 
ny a e Mr ii ked whether Ms | a lynch mob of Ulster Unionists led | ness have been falling. 


On Monday there. were signs of 


disı 


and Irish governments. The British 
alone called for Sinn Fein to be ex- 
cluded, although Dublin is expected 
to support the move. 

The Northern Ireland Secretary, 


John Mullin 


EERE : 
ADAMS voiced his fury 
GT Venday as he saw Sinn 
Feins place at the negotiating table 
on Northern Ireland's future slip- 


' killings last week in which the IRA 
was beliered to be Involved. 

Mr Adams, Sinn Fein's president, 
sail: "Tam absolutely pissed off. We 
ued to make this thing work and 
those who have no interest in mak- 
ing il work seize on two men being 


Church offers 
Lord's Prayer 
in two forms 


1 THE General Synod of the 
| Î Church of England agreed 


last week to include two versions 
ofthe Lord's Prayer in its new 
Hiurgy to head off conflict with 
: raditionalists, 

' The modern language version 
replaces ” with “sin” 
and “lead us not into tempta- 


ton" with "save us from the time 


oftrial", 

This version ia closer to the 
Hebrew and brings the Clurch 
of England into line with other 

` Christan denominations, said 
he Rt Rev David Stancliffe, 
Hishop of Salisbury, and 
airman of the Liturgical 
Commission. 
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start 


The'launch of The Fresh Future 
was promptly criticised by grass- 
roots Tory critics for concentrating 
too much power in the leader's 
hands and mocked by Labour as 
“rotten to the core” — not least 
because of reports that the multi- 


being adopted — will be left to the 
rank and file. Labour rank and file 
get their say at the start of the 
process, not the end. 

Entitled The Fresh Future and 
drawn from democratic party consti 


ILLIAM HAGUE this 
week launched the Con- 
servatives on the long 


Mr Hague brushed aside sugges- Î 
` tions that Mr Ashcroft will under- 
iwrite the targeted £16 million 
'neêèded to restore ‘depleted ‘Tory 
'funds if no one else does. “Nobody 
:is bankrolling the ۰. Conservative 
party. Tie Conservative party at- 
' tracin funds, has attracted funds and 
‘continues to. attract: ‘funds - from 
"many different people, ‘from a wid 
. variety of people,” he said.‘ 2 
He concentrated ‘on the ‘stream’ 
ı ning of the ‘old “Byzantine' struc 
| ture to:create a sirigle party with 'a 
proper‘constitution, Historically. the 
Tory party ‘had no legal status, 
' being rnerely -the ‘creature of the 
leader, . . ' sr : 
But.Mr Hague also د‎ 
. آ"‎ ' a .nF n, "4 tress 8 
(MEPs) | ' “mote in eight months than. Labour’ | “sik principles to "ist 
پک ا ا‎ their’ |, managed in 18 years, -- . ‘Î 'under ` a’. powerful 
" *Teald we had to understand why’ |: 


` world of managenıent consultancy. ` 
It also includes a target of 1 mil 


No section of the party, from the |. 


.ı  : Û being. folded into a youth body 
٤ e Conservative Future. Women 


.MPs have beeh left with'the eru- 


Recalling his ‘promise-to “chinige 
ıthe way we do business”: to regain’ 
But last minute haggling has won ' |. the trust of the British people, Mr 


since: [Mey 1] we have shown that’ 
rd to the' party leaderabip. ' we do-underetand. ا‎ 
Toy MEPa have done better. As the clmax ofan ا‎ 
‘Thoughiwouldkbe candidates will | ‘dented exercise in mass تار‎ pa : 
be:vetted by Tory regional party of- | :tlon' Consetvatiyve party a 1 
ficials; the final choice of their place 2 ا‎ o eae ho i 
ıthe- candidates" Ist ~~ .vitel to '| j print In an results. 
thelr chances under the form of pro-- ll be announced e ete 
portional'.representetion - (PR) ‘now |: spring conference on March-29. 


William Hague being offered copies of his party's report, The Fresh Future 


Hague presents fresh 


1 Michael 
i 1 - | the Western world, Mr Hague's de- | milllonaire „tax exile, 1 
i Eg FE ‘clared plan to revitalise the mass ho 2 enjoy a major fund: 
E in tlhe 1870s prompted | party mixes Blairite reform rhetoric | raising role. 


Disraeli's creation of a mass party | with Mr Hague's own equally slick | 
machine. 


| di and ıelection ' of future |: on grassroots members — half'of 
e the clean-up of much-criti- | them younger than Mr ا‎ 

i cised forelga fund-raising, has been |; self, who, at 36, is.barel y a 6 
left untouched by Mr Hague's work- || current average age, The jon- 
ing party, led: by Lord Parkingon, Î ally disruptive Young Conservatives 

` party chairman; since John Major: Î and :Conservative : Students are 

. | stepped down last July ' 


: chal: failed leaders: | and ethnic minorities will’ also be |' 
ا‎ e e ‘candi-: | ' targeted, but not via uolas a 
! dates for the vacancy, leaving'a one |' women shortlists, which ague 
. ` member/one’ vote (OMOV) ballot: |: denounced as patronising. 
` of all 300,000 remaining party meme |: 
Bers to make the final cholce, ‘۰: 


uropean views — has’ 0 und 
1 Pais NOE are braced for alla . we lost. 'In everything we have done 
‘culling in a process which giyes the 


Michaeî White 


W 


k to power when he un- 
î e package of | tutions — left and right — around 


: useful.concesaions for.Meriibers of j: Hague declared he had’ changed i: 


The changes prompted dismay 


"Oecasional worshipp: 
notsay by heart the new version 


wuct ent for thı 
mie ri j Cplacem r the 


| i mang Smod members. The RE 
j r Peter Natt, of 
Xorwich, led the protest in aup- 
Fortof the traditional version. 
1 Hevoiced fhe concern of 
, any Synod members about 
! E ne words of the one 
j eyer atlll widely known 
England, 


the Lord'a Prayer and are au- 
made to feel 
strangers when they encounter 
hemodern version,” ` 

he debate ie part of the 
Church of process of 


EN: 
le North, being erected 
. The work of Antony Gorntley, the 
d steel, It waa transported İn three 


PHOTOGRAPH: ONEN HIMPHE:: 


the clanger ùf overdosage — nie 
tine is an acute poison,” Bul il fe 
flecis that there must be sontelhing 
betlur than chewing gum as “an onl 
mellıad of administering a fite 
minute dose ùüf nicntine". 

The possible legalisation ol 
cannabis gave ihe boffins sare 
ideas. The paper goes on: “One df 
enue for exploitation would be he 
augmeıntalion of cigarettes wih 
near-subliıminal levels of the drug” 

It concludes that the greatest 
threnl to cigarettes lay proball 
"nol irr further evidence of a dire 
link between smoking and disease. 
but the increasing tendency to po 
tray xmoking as a socially uudesir 
able habii”, 
Pressure from governments hr. 
low-nicotine cigaretles would end i 
less “salisfnclion" for consumers. 
“Then surely sınokers will question 
morv readily why 0 are indulging 
in an expensive habil.”" 
BAT'Ss staff were on the ball, A 
article in tlıe Journal of the Amer 
can Medical Association last SF 
tember’ observed tlıat the tobace 
manufacturers and the drug comp 
ıies were now pursuing the sa 
customers — nicotine addicts. I 
was Clear, it said, that "current reg 
latory policy favours the toba 
companies, which encounter tk 
regulation to speak of and can ini 
duce new, nicotine-maintenamkê 
products quickly and easily". 


should face costa — which could 

total £10 mitlion — if they lost 
The appeal court upheld Mr 

Justice Popplewell’s decision t0 


refuse “advance immunity” frorl | ` 


cost orders, but reassured e 
lawyers that this was not nec€f 
sary. The fact that they were 
under conditional fee 

— allowing them up to double 


Ma 
۶ Day and Co, 
firms handling the claims, i 
writs last week for e 
claimants, bringing the 
number to 50, He ald: “The. 


cloud the defendants have PI, 
over us in this cage has be 
. dispelled by this judgment 


gh Angel of th 


not the most harmful, element in 
cigarettes. What they needed, said 
staff at their establishment in 
Southampton, was a socially accept- 
able product containing nicotine 
that would keep customers loker, 

"We have to satisfy the ‘individl- 
ual’ who is either about to give up or 
has done so ... We are searching 
explicitly for a socially acceptable 
adtlictive product involving: 

O Apattern of repeat consumption; 

Q A product which is likely to in- 
volve repeated handling; 

Û The essential constituent is mos! 
likely to be nicotine or a ‘direct’ gaub- 
stitute for it; 

O The product must be non 
ignitable (to eliminate inhalation of 
conıbustion products and passive 
smoking).” 

In fact, BAT lıad in March 1976 
produced a paper entitled The Prorl- 
uct In The Early 1980s, which said: 
“In the past 20 years there have been 
several forecasts of the deınise of the 
cigarette,” 

It states that there had been sug- 
gestions they could be supplanted 
by nicotine chewing gum or mari- 
juana. But the smoker had been re- 
markably resistant to such ideas, 
Chewing tobacco, snuff and nico- 
tine-containing chewing gum were 
all "potential rivals if cigarette smok- 
ing become socially undesirable”, 

It goes or: “Sweets or confec- 
tioneries containing nicotine carry 


Victims win first battle 


and Gallaher, indicated they 
might seek costs against them if 
they lost, and the High Court re- 
fused an order protecting them. 
The case ia the first on the 
ramifications of 10-win no-fee 
deals — so-called conditional fee 
agreements — to reach the 
courts, Mr Justice Popplewell’s 
refusal in the High Court last 
October to rule out personal 
cost orders against law firms 
and barristers had threatened to 
throw government plans fo a big 
extension of no-win io-fee Htiga- 
tlon into disarray. 
Lawyers for the cigarette maiu- 

facturers had suggested the ex- 
amokers’ lawyers were the prime 
movers belıind the case and 


E E 


bacco firms’ secrets revealed 


To 


Sarah Boseley 
HE tobacco industry was told 
by scientists working for it 
nearly 40 years ago that ciga- 

rettes could cause cancer, and 20 

years ago was considering alterna- 

tive ways to make money out of peo- 
ples addiction to nicotine if smoking 
became socially unacceptable. 
These damning revelations are 
contained in documents prorlucecdl 
in court in Minnesota during the 
current litigation against United 

Stales tobacco manufacturers in 

which healthcare providers are sue- 

ing for the costs of treating people 
whose disease and sometimes death 
was Smoking-related. 

` In what is thought to be the 

earliest warning from within the 

industry, British scientists told 
manufacturers in 1958 of the link 
between smoking anl lung cancer. 

In a document put together after a 
month-long tour of US medical 
research establishments, H R Bent 
ley, D G I1 Felton and W W Reid, who 
worked for British American To- 
bacco (BAT) in Britain, stated that 
almost every scientist they met be- 
lieved the two were connected. 

‘With one exception, the individ- 
uals whom we met believed that 
smoking causes lung cancer.” 

By the end of the 1970s, the 
tobacco companies had worked out 
that nicotine was the addictive, but 


L UNG cancer victima won 
their firat battle last week in 
their fight for compensation 
against tobacco companies, after 
the Court of Appeal removed an 
obstacle which threatened to 
derail them, writes Clare Dyer. 
The court reassured lawyers 
they wil! not be liable for huge 
legal costa if they lose, confirm- 
ing that lawyers who loae cases 
brought under no-win no-fee deals 
are no more at risk of having to 
Pay their winning opponents’ 
costa from their own pockets 
than those funded by legal aid or 
cllenta paying privately, 
Claimants’ lawyers feared they 
would have to pull oııt after the 
companies, Imperial Tobacco 
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Al Fayed backs claims of 
conspiracy to kill Diana 


IX MONTHS after her death In 
a road craslı in a Paris under- 
pass, Diana, Princess of Wales, last 
week seemed to occupy even more 
newspaper column inches than she 

did în life, when supposed friends 

andl insiders joined in grotesque 

speculation as to whether she was 

Pregnant or planned to remarry. 

Much of it was provoked by a 

book by two American journalists, 
Thomas Santon and Scott McLeod, 
who explored the possibilty that 
the princess was prcgnant when she 
diel. and that she was abaııl to be- 
came engaged to Docli Al Fayecl, in 
witose company she had spent most 
of the previous six wceks. 

The book was approved ly Dodli's 
father, Mohamed Al Fayed, the 
owner of Harrods, who supported 
another of e book's suggestions by 
saying he was "99,9 per cent certain" 
that the princess ancl his son were 
the viclims of a conspiracy and were 
forced off the road by agents of the 
British establishment. 

The disgruntled Mir Al Fayed, who 
is awaiting a decision on his applica 
tion for British citizenslıip, was urged 
by the Prine Minister, Tony Blair, to 
be more restrained İn his statenıents 
in deference to the feelings of the 
princess's two sons, Mr Blair's con- 
cerns Were thought ta reflect those of 
the Queen, with whom he is «aid to 
have forged sometlıing of a rapport 
in the aftermath of the Paris crash, 

Mr Blair also condemned the 
“Diana death industry" and its mar- 
keting of tacky memorabilia, the lat- 
est example of which is an Internet 
game that allows players to drive a 
Mercedes through a tunnel while 
pursued by paparazzi. Even he, 
however, is powerless to halt the 
tratle in Dianabilia, though the 
Diana Memorial Fund is close to 
completing a copyright agreement 
which may prevent unapproved 
traders fron using her photograph 
on ashtrays, T-shirts and TUES. 

While all this was going on, police 
arrested Diane Holliday, a 36year- 
old hotel consultant, who claimed 
that Dodi Al Fayed was the father of 
her 15month-old daughter. She said 
she had become pregnant during an 
affair which began in 1995, and that 
the child had been adopted by a 
family in the United States. Police 
said Mrs Holliday was being ques- 
tioned "as part of an investigation 
into an alleged financial deception”. 

Mark Lawson, page 12 
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1 N AN attempt to head off a revolt 

by up to 50 backbench MPs, min- 
isters insisted that the Government 
had not "gone soft” on the media 
empire of Rupert Murdoch, which 
is accused of a Predatory newspaper 
pricing policy designed to drive 
poorer rivals out of business. 

The Government suffered a defeat 
in fhe House of Lords when peers, in- 
cluding 23 fronı the Labour benches, 
forced through an anendment to the 
Competition: Bill which would outlaw 

the kind of ruthless pricc-cutting 

campaign practised by the Times. 

Downing Street shrugged off the 
amendment, saying it would be killed 
when the bill came to the Commons, 
This heightened suspicion by Labour 
leftwingers that Mr Blair is going 
easy on the Murdoch group ott of 
fear of losing the support of the 
tablold Sun newspaper. 

Murdoch has escaped two previ 


ous referrals to the Office of Fair 
Trading (OFT) by pleading that, al 
though he commands some 41 per 
cent of national newspaper reader. 
ship, his papers are not so “domi 
nal” as to make his crosssub 
sidised pricing illegal, 

The Competition Bill will confer 
new powers on the OFT director, 
Joln Bridgeman, which ministers 
say will be sufficient to enable him 
to act against predatory pricing. 
Sceptics fear they may still not be 
strong enough. 


— 


1 N ANOTHER move that displayed 
the capacity of the House of Lords 
fo eınbarrass the Government, 
peers decided to launch an inquiry 
into the case for decriminalising 
cannabis, so reigniting debate on 
the issue in the face of pledges by 
the Home Secretary, Jack Straw, to 
retain the ban on the drug, 

The Lords science and techno 
logy select committee was influ- 
enced by a combination of 
increasing public Jebate and by the 
findings of a report by the British 
Medical Association recommending 
the legalisation of cannabis-based 
drugs for medicinal use. 

A small groııp of Labour MPs has 
algo called for a royal commission to 
look into the question, but peers are 
seen to have greater freedoın to 
confront controversial topics than 
do their colleagues in the Com- 
mons. The Government, however, 
has no obligation to take note of re. 
ports publishecl by select commit- 
tees of the Lords, though in practice 
it would have to acknowledge the 
findings of an independent and 
respected group of peers, 


THE FORMER Liberal leader, Sir 
David (now Lord) Steel, was 
ruled by the Commons standards and 
privileges cornmittee to have broken 
Parliamentary rules by failing to dis 
close his pay of £93,752 as chairman 
of the Countryside Movement. He 
did disclose his appointment in the 
Register of Members’ Interests for 
1996 but did not deposit the required 
employment agreement because, he 
said, he had no formal contract. 

Dale Campbell-Savours, the 
Labour MP who had complained 
about the omisslon, said that if the 
public had known that a prominent 
Liberal Democrat was on the payroll 
of the foxhunting lobby, it would 
have become an issue İu last year's 
genetal election. 
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Short vents fury at ‘sad lies’ rere lane o alê et reel | PISONS tO gel Blair acts on class sizes pledge (Fall in mature students 
blamed on tuition fees 


ing 13 coloni : 
Lucy Ward and Michael White eh ا ّ ا ا ا‎ Short has ridden out a series Depart for rat cash boost 
اا ا‎ a journal luring a leged gaffes, including refer- | opment. 
٣ aE a of | inet meeting, she had likened the | ring before the election to “dark Souris close to her said she did Alan Travi ی‎ 
trled to emear her reputation, | She denied alle ho r, | Ry RTO o allegedly DOH Bog iT Am پا‎ peeled 1û offer capil te ead 
٤ , 3 2 8 suppor ad allegedly briefed agalnst her. و‎ ۰ 1 
0 ak تچ‎ 0 ea ee abhor 0 Ms 0 ا‎ E ا‎ that The documentary a Ms Short AE gENCY i dass sizes for five to seven-year ااا‎ e as part ا‎ 
. tL, € vwning is determin 4 pting a famili inati Towd i 
e a e ا‎ E of e it§ a e about a discussion to let Fleet Street pick off ministers, 0 candid dele EAE a 0 i ا‎ dil alocaing 22 pr ED 
ina 1 ي 2 از‎ : that 1 lr 2 2 ا‎ 2 as e ت‎ of errors and occasionally self | ordered last week by lle Home : a a ا‎ 
remarks, extrao e on, ٤ ort and he thi ks | righteous indignation at others’ retary, Jack S 1 benefit nearly 1 acces: 
E 0 اپ 0 ا‎ 0 e 2 things. she's a good.cabinet minister," said | failure to appreciate her intentions. record e اا‎ none would will no loı 2 i e 5 E 8 i 1 
over the Gagan E | a a ly e a E 0 E 2 3 „a the at e Po ing by 1,000 a month. Bs a Eh ee their Î e a in hey 
. . n : m claşses more : 
: ا‎ ed i tion e ae i oat spokesman said that he had attended good, I aliigs do, but 1 e help e ا‎ 0 the a EE a a ست‎ E 
Montserrat islanders, seeking ald | have attempted to use the gelle 2 a çj nmen’s decision to keep to Tory elie i Labour's electlon mani | the class sle pledge is being 019 per cent n applications froin Î ‘on es 
after a volcano eruption, would be inst her, She sald: “1 arm amazed bu i a le remarks a | @ Mr Cook visited Montserrat for spending limits for the first ix fesio was o set a maximum of 30 for | funded from savings orı the assisted 3 ا‎ under-21s and 13.4 per cent among hey; clêrly recognise’ that 
again: Years in office. It comes on top ofa |] | gll infant classes by 2001. Ministers | places scheme, which offered sub- | Blair: 65 authorities to beneft | 21 to 24-year-olds. higher education will be a good in- 


1 


not solve the problem without a big 
investment in new classrooms. 
The Education and Employment SHARP drop in numbers of | ready, like mortgages and other 
mature students applying for | borrowing, and may be less willing 
university has raised fears that the |j to take on more. 
Government's plans to encourage *“Whenı everyone is trying tO pro- 
lifelong learning were being scup- | mote the idea of lifelong learning, 
pered by the introduction of tuition | the figures for mature students 
fees, writes Jokn Carvel. seem a bit of a blow,” 
The Universities and Colleges Ad- The higher education minister,’ 
missions Service last week reported Î Baroness Blackstone, said the flg- 
that applications among students Î ures for the younger age group 
over 24 were 18.3 per cent down on | showed they understood the fair- 
last year, This compared with a drop | ness of the Government's proposals ٣ 


“asking for golden elephants next". | by how many vultures there are out Earlier thi th ر‎ Ge Seekends ت‎ lew by i 
‘The film showed her accusing an Î there trying to pick my eyes out." departmental ke bole e a 8 bir uly e a e O bo OO OO, | e PEER for poorer chlliren af e a e E | ween! DE hem, ahe det 


sıch children in classes above that | independent schools. By phasing | schools with room for extra classes. | executive, said that schookleavers She aaid that older applicants 
prison accommodation. linil, and have asked local educa- | the scheme out, the Government | But there would be a “gross waste | appeared to be undeterred by the | were more likely to apply after the 
The money is to be used SSajÎ Î on authorities to develop plans to | expeots-to generate £100 million for | of resources" if heads were made to | introduction of a £1,000 fee and | Initial December 15 deadline, on 


‘Mad hatter’ 


Stop-gap measure while longerem; | | reorganlse primary schools to elimi- | infant classes by 2001. split classes of 31 or 32 pupils and Û phasing out of the student malnte- Î which the Ucas statistics were based. 

- - decisions are made on whether nate the problem. : The announcement was welcomed | build extra classrooms to accommo- | nance grant. The figures also showed a 15 per 

judge quits Labour should embark on 4 pre The first tranche of the new Î by teacher unions. David Hart, gen- | date them, “They clearly see 40 years of | cent drop in applications for teacher 
gramme of private prison building. Î Î money wil go to 65 of the 130 | eral secretary of the National Associ | The Local Government Associa- earning power ahead of them and | training courses. 

: Mr Siraw said the money world | | authoritles in England which came ¦ ation of Head Teachers, said: “The | tion forecast enormous practical | every prospect, with a degree, of a Don Faster, the Liberal Demo- 

Clara Dyer be used to extend the use of le Î | forward with the most practical pro- | sooner we can reduce the classes for problems for overcrowded schools | good job which will enable them to ڼ‎ crat education spokesman, said: 

prison ship, HMP Weare, mooredin |", | posals for early action. all infant children the better." on sites without room for expansion. | pay their debts off. "Ministers have announced more 


ا 
Alice twice voted the worst‏ 
on the High Court bench by‏ 
lawyers has resigned after unprece-‏ 
dented censure from the Court of‏ 
Appeal, which accused him of weak-‏ 
ening “public confidence in the‏ 
whole judicial process",‏ 
Mr Justice Harnıan resigned last‏ 
week after learning he was to re-‏ 
celve savage criticism by tlıree ap‏ 
peal judges. He is thought to be only‏ 
the second High Court judge this‏ 
centlıry lo resign over his behaviour‏ 
on the bench.‏ 
Had he nat offered to resign, it‏ 


Portland Harbour, Dorset, to buill But they did not include some of But he warned that ministers | Areas with clusters of small village "But potential mature students Û money for recruiting teachers to 
six more houseblocks al exising lÎ | he worst overcrowding blackspots. | would find it difficult to deliver their primaries which were all slightly | may include people out of work, | raise standards of fiteracy and 
prisons, to convert office and olhrr | Officials in the London borough of pledge in full. The 65 authorities in | overcrowded might not be able to let | whose employment prospects may | numeracy in our schools, yet by 
roonıs into cells, and to hold esir Î | Kingston — where a record 74 per i the vanguard of the programme | parents have their first choice of j not be so good even after qualifica- | introducing tuition fees, they are 
prisoners in newly built jails. cent of five to seven-year-olds are in İ were being given 100 per cent fund- | school if they had to keep within a | tions. Others are likely also to have | driving away would-be applicants in 
It provides adeliional staffîngand | Î casses over 30 — said they could ing to recrult extra teachers in | strict ceiling on class numbers. bigger financial commitments al- | droves.” 
funding for regime activilies to keep 
prisoners constructively occupied.” 
he said. The package will provide 
some 3,2 exira places lor inmatrs 
Last week the jail population 
sloucl al 64,334. The number hii 
risen by more than 21000 over the 
past five years, and thousands ol 
prisoners are douıbled up in cells de 


School warning on force guide 


EACHERS were told this week | Monday, were prepared by a 

to ignore guidekines allowing team at the Department for 
hem to use “reasonable force” to | Education and Employment to 
restrain violent or disobedient combat a misperception that the 


j ould have required a resolution of signed for nly one. pupils, rorites John Carvel. Children Act outlawed all forms 
1 both Houses of Parliament ta re- The, prison service director” | | Ministers have lasued legal | of physical contact with pupils. 
| move him, a step that has never eral, Richard Tilt, earlier this month advice that staff could respond Ministera thought they could 
|! been taken against an English predicted thal a further 24 prisons j “clasaroam crises with appro- help teachers by distinguishing ا‎ 
ر‎ Judge. Unlike circuit judges, High woulcl have to be built at a cost ol İ Î pate physical Intervention. between improper contact and : 5 : 
i Court judges cannot be sacked for more than £2 billion to cope with ht | | This could include “holding, legitimate measures to restrain E 1 
1 incompetence or misbehaviour, forecast growth in prison population ..} | pushing, pulling, leading a pupil | children. 5 2 . : 
: Described by lawyers in a recent His warming followed publication £ | lythearun, or shepherding a The guldelinea say: “It ia 
1 Survey as “mad as a hatter” anl ûf Home Office estimates suggest Pupil away by placing a hand in | unlawful for a teacher to Peo le do Craz t 1H1 g8 S 
“very unpredictable and nasty”, Mr ing that, if trenıds continue, the nur | Î | hecentre of his or her hack”, physically punish a pupil, re- Pp ٤ ۸4 0۰ 


bers in jail will rise to up to 92.00 
within sever years, even allowing 
for early release of 3,000 inmates o 
an electronic tagging programme. 


Justice Harman was a template for 
the public image of the outoftouch 
judge, best known for asking “Who 
is Gazza?" and “Who is Bruce 
e E 

€ appeal judges were ered 
by Mr Justice Harman's feat of 


a farmer, Rex Goose, who was bank- Fi rst evidence found of 
mm a . | repetitive strain injury 


fore judgment was given, which the 
judges sald was “inexcusable”, 
The judge was found to have for- 


But Nigel de Gruchy, general Î gardlesa of the seriousness of 
secretary of the National Asso- the pupil's misbehaviour, or the 
dation of Schoolmasters Union | degree of provocatlon.” But’ 
Women said the of- | reasonable force could be used 
fclal advice could lead his mem- | to prevent pupils committing a 
bera to take unnecessary risks, criminal offence, causing injury, 


English iS the most cormnmonly “The danger is that teachers damaging property, persistently 


wilfeel encouraged by this guid- | disrupting lessons, or causing a, 
. : nce fo intervene İn dangerous serious nuisance outside the 
taught language in Europe TE CS 


lustead ofintervening, teachers | said the guidelines would help 
ould summon ` : | teachers to understand their 
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Rotavirus 


poteutially filed with anthrax or VX 
nerve agent. Syria, [ur Pxamyıle, is 
tol seeking nuclear wenpuus as far 
aş wa know. But i1 foes have chuii- 
cal weapons, and plenty of Scucls al 
ils disposal. 

The greal concern nowadays, 
however, is not siuply u Ur wf 
suth weapons by a Fugue slale suclı 
as Iraq. There is increising concern 
about the threat Irom lerrurisl 
groups, CB weapons usu against 
largets, eilber carefully hasen ur u1 
random, caıuiot be contrulleel by 
cunvenlional mililary action. 

The first large-scale chenuicul- 
weapons altack by a non-state group 
tool place in March 1985 in Tokyo. 
Members of the Aum Shinrikyo 
religious sect released sarin nerve 
gas on the subway system, killing 
12 and injuring 5,500. A droplet of 
sarin on the skin, or inhaled, ren- 
ders the victim Incapable, and soon 
dead. The sect had attracted a num- 
ber of experienced scientists who, 
according ta japanese police investi- 
gators, were also experimenting 
with a number of other substances, 
including anthrax. 

It could have been worse. In 
1992, the head of the Aum cult went 
to Zaire, ostensibly to help Ebola 
virus victims — but a US Senate re- 
port says it was to get samples. 
Ninety per cent of Ebola victims die, 
horribly, within a week. 

Dr Alistair Hay, a microbiologist 
at Leeda university, began warning 
of blo-weapons in terrorists hands 
more than 20 years ago. But even 
the conventlon's signatories contain 
rogue forces. “One thing that stag- 
gered me was the biologicalwnrfare 
work on plague going on in Russia 
in 1992," he said. "The government 
was saying one thing, and the KGB 
was running a different operation. 
One wondered lıow much control 
some of these countries have over 
different rogue outfits.” 

If that is worrying, there is worse 
to come, The new sclence of genetic 
engineering rises a hazard to yet 
higher notches: the fear is that un- 
serupuloua sclentists could engi- 
neer even more lethal pojsons or 
more virulent microbes. Yet work is 
going on, everywhere in the world, 
on the re-engineering of microbes 
fûr commercial and medical rea- 
sons. How can governments detect 

evil manipulation at literally oni 
scopic scales? 


tt fons spores thal can liva In sol, and can cause gas 
gangrens when R finds Ils way into oper baitlefleld 
wounds. Gaa gangrene produces paln anid swelsng as 
the Infected area swells nth gaz; iater i causes shock, 
lauriëce and death. ٤ 


And If that’s not enough . . . 

. Apart fronı the highly taxic VX nerve agent which iraq 
ugad agalnst Kurds ın 1388. tha UR! balleves Iraq hea 
baen sludying the deadîy virus camelpc>:, hasmorrnagk: 
conjunctivitis, anq human rotavirus {a common cause of 
sêvara diarhoea amang chiidren), 


Inside Saddam’s deadly biological armoury 


* ` Clostridium 
perfringens 


already discovered — with ınustarcl 
gas anl chlorine allacks — that 
some weapons were simply too in- 
discriminate ta be trustecdl. 

Anthrax is an old cnemy. moslly 
threalening those who handle ani- 
mals, or animal products such as 
hides. But a warchouse full ûf the 
stuf can be a health hazard behind 
your own lines. In 1979, 96 people 
fell sick and 64 diedl in an anthrax 
outbreak in Svercllovsk, in the former 
USSR. The Russians at lhe time said 
it arusc [rom contaminidedl mei. 
Later, it became clear that here had 
been an explosion in a military bio- 
logicalweapons facility nearby. 

The Japanese during the second 
world war conducted a series of 
experiments in the notorious Camp 
731 in Manchuria: they tested pria- 
oners with botulism, encephalitis, 
typhoid, smallpox and 16 other 
microbes. After the war, the United 
States developed weapons that usecl 
anthrax, yellow fever, tularemia, 
brucellosis and other fevers, plus 
diseases clesigned to hit crops. 


HE military disadvantages of 
| bio-chemical weapons — a 

danger to one's own troops as 
well as the enemy's — led to agree- 
ments to limit their use, The use of 
gas on the battlefield was outlawed 
under agreements dating back to 
the horrors of mustard gas during 
the first world war. 

A Biological Weapons Conven- 
tion was signed in 1972 by the US, 
the USSR and the UK, Yet the con- 
vention has not proved wholly suc- 
cessful: a 1993 assessment by a US 
Congressional office declared that 
Iran, Iraq, Israel, Libya,  Syria,. 
North Korea .and Taiwan could 
have undeclared offensive bio- 
logical-warfare programmes. .: 

The Chenıical Weapons Conven- 
tion took a lot longer, held back by 
mistrust between Washington and 
Moscow. It did. not finally come 
into force until April 1997. Destroy- 


ing the old weapons was always. 


ing to be slow, difficult and ex- 
Senate: And by that time diîsillu: 
sionment had set in as to how far 
the arms-control regime could 
really reach. e 

a what alarmed the strategic 
analysts was the combination of 
rapidly, proliferating ballistic. mig- 
alles, especially. the ubiquitous 
Sovietbuilt Scuds, aid warheads 


3 Agricultural an Water Resourtéês Ressafch Centre at 
: . Fudalyah, on the outskirts of Baghded. Aflatoxin, : 
gallons of... dagtrpys [he Immune aystem In animals arid Is carcinû- 

3 RONI genic to huna: It often kemê up in moulds that grow 

times Thé bactertum ls normally foünd in conta- gn nulë: Iraq Is atirga produber of pislachin nuts. 


` callses blurred vibion, a'dry mouth, ifouty hn sualow- Glogtrldium perfringens . 


Iraq protluced hundreds of Iliras of clostrldljm paririn-. 
1 gang at ils Al Hakum centre, southwest ûf Baghdad. 

: : The US destroyed Al Hakurr inı 1995. The UN says lhis 

0 ا‎ ۹ REO sêurcë ol food polsoiing, was 

Iraq produced neariy 2,000 lıtres of aflatoxin agentin Fs also devslopesd a! Iraq's Salman Pek research centre. 


was attacked by aircraft; an esli- 
mated 8,000 civilians lied. The Iraq- 
Iran war also gave an opportunity ta 
use gas to (leailly cffcet on the biıt- 
ilefield. Now, according lo Western 
of chemical anl biologiciıl weapons | intelligence sources, [raq is even ex- 
the mounting threats lo | in the hands of slates andl {errurist porting the technology: last monllı 
bonıb the remnants of Snd- | groups was “the most urgent, loug- | they clained lhat Iraqi scientisls 
lerm pressing intelligence chal | were helping Libya clevelop iı bio- 
lenge that we face... The materials i logical-weanpons programme, based 
he [raqi desert could dump tons of | and expertise necessary to build | it the innocuonts-sounding General 
trve gas or deadly anthrax spores | chemical and biological weapons | Health Laboratories near Tripoli. 
-1 the population of Tel Aviv, ur a | are more readily available today | Libya is illegedl to bave turned 1n 
Iraq lor duals equipment — iilsu 

But il is one thing to produce CB | used in agriculture ind health ser- 
weapons, quite another i devise | vices — which it can no longer gel 


Bialogical aııd chemical weapons 
. been conducting experiments to | are nothing new. Romans poisoned 

But Saddam has shown he has no | find out tle most viable warheads | wells by dropping corpses down 
and missiles to deliver CB agents. | tlıem, an early form of area-denial. 
Once problem they would [ace is | In 1346, the Tatars catapulted 
kinstaking United Nations inspec- | how to disperse tlıe agent without it plague-infested „ Corpses into the 
ns have failed to account for at burning tıp on impact or when a | walled city of Kaffa and shortened 
missile re-enters the Earth's almos- | what looked to be a long siege. 
Some historians argue that this may 
Iraq has been experimenting with | also have brought the Black Death 


py Britain has not been 0 to 2 
MacLeo i j 1 oes not know how many ere discovered after the | veloping such weapons. During the 
e کو ا‎ | al E e a bomb shelter at the (it mold 2 e a 

a ip. Only in the past few | headquarters of the Nair State | 5 million cattlecakes infecte 1 
a according to Me British Establishment for Mechanical | anthrax to drop on German cattle if 
the Kaiser's scientists used biologi- 
al But Sacldam's Iraq has not re- | cal pon ht the E the 

1 iie ON — Agent 15— 1 1 iments. In | British, erican and Canat 

a ad DD a E | e E ` eni i ay 1 1 Ee "eheniical teams worked on an “anti-person- 
Wh weapons against its own citizens, | nel" anthrax bomb which was never 


of the target set by the UN. And it is now sending | on which they are unable to cast fr- | attitude to privacy which seems nû¥ | ma ie enough to a Israelis İ when the Kurdish town of Halabja ! made. In fact, the Germans had 
earthquake ald to Afghanistan? ther tight-The reader goes into the | to have been adopted. sks, pj, ing for their gas 
While something may or may not be dane to-hel§ | 


enn ۹| 


ete gE 


GUARDIAN wem; | 
February 22 185: | 


Muck-raking over 
Princess Di's ashes | 


his mind, there is a pattern of shad- 
owy establishment forces seeking 
to deny him those British things he 
wanted: Harrods, a UK passporlf, ? 
and, finally and mast brutally, a: 
royal daughter-in-law. We can see 
why he believes what he believes 
But his Mirror mischief — and the 
Sancton/MacLeod book to which 
he contributed — touches impor. . 
tantly on the question of why 4, : 
sia 0 n alternative ver: ا ا‎ es ر‎ 
sions of the Diana car-craslı. 0 : E FBotuli 
The modern popularity of con. : : Bo 
spiracy theories has been attributed 
to the approaching millenniunt or: 
the decline of belief in God. But ar ` 
other significant cause of lalc2Uih 
century credulity has been the col 
lapse in editorial authorily. : 
Increased commercial compel | 
tion has brought pressure for rapid ! 
transmission and the resultant: 
spreading of information — hall 
fact, no fact, innuendo, gossip — 
which has nothing to commend it as ' 
journalism other than no other 


Fabnutıy 22 1936 
Burnîayu in central Java and at Ende on the island 
of Flores where there were small riots last week, or 
at Jatiwangî in west Java where hundreds of people 
set fire to some Chineae shops, But they set a wor- 
rying pattern which may lead to much worse vio- 
lence unless the causes of unrest are dealt wiih, 
What is Suharto’s response to his people in 
need of reassurance? It is to level the vague charge 
that unnamed groups are trying to destabilise the 
economy, to order his armed forces to “take stern 
action”, to install a protégé as the new armed 
forces commander — and to promote hla gon-in- 
law to another key appointment, These steps have 
been taken just weeks ahead of a so-called election 
when a 1,000-member college will vote on the 
presidency. Suharto warns against those who, in 
the run-up to the election, will make cormmplaints in 
the name of demacracy in order to “confuse the 
people”. There is only one candidate and his name 
is Suharto. Who is confusing whom? 

All this takes place against a background of 
rekindled forest fires in Sumatra and Borneo. Aa if 
nothing had been learnt from last autumn, logging 
and plantation companies continue to set fires in 
reglons alrendy suffering from drought. The World 
Health Organisation in Manila ia now warning that 
there could be a repeat of the recent disaster: 
touriam in the region, already affected by the fi- 
nancial crisis, is expected to decline even further, 
Indonesia’s neighbours are also watching the food 
riots with alarm, fearful that these could provoke a 
flight of ethnic Chinese, 

Suharto knows what his own prioritiea are, 
General Wiranto, now promoted as armed forces 
chief, is a trusted ex-adjutant to the president who 
comea from his home region. Wiranto also has 


Mark Lawson 


RITISH newspapers last 

week represented perhaps 

the worst example yet seen of 
the psychological condition of 
denial. În life, Diana, Princess of 
Wales, was an enthusiastic advocate 
of the benefits of therapy. So it is fit 
ting, though disturbing, that she 
seems to have left behind her a na- 
tion in urgent need of a 12-step pro- 
gramme on bereavement. 

Without any provocation from the 
calendar, newspapers frenziedly re- 
visited her life and death last week, 
The Times excitedly serialised a 
book by two American journalists 
about her last days, while the Daily 
Mirror ran a two-day interview with 
Mohanıed Al Fayed, promoting his 
own theories about the tragic week- 
end in Paris, Some of this activity is 
simply imitative, but this latest evi 
dence of the princess's apparent 
publicity immortality raises impor- 
tant questions about the national 
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hated food'k prducês a highly toxic subësierice thet’ . 
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Aflatoxin . : : 


news outlet has got it. As deınor- 
ambiguous connections with civilian strong-arm | media and psyche. strated spectacularly in ihe White : 
gangs who parade as “upholders of discipline", | Given regrettable credibility by a | House sex scandal, if one meda | Tey are microscopic but lethal. David Fairhall, 
Suharto’s son-in-law Prabowo Sublanto com- 


newspaper still associated by many 
with seriousness, the American 
book — Death Of A Princess: An In- 
vestigation by Thomas Sancton and 
Scott MacLeod — seems, fronı the 
extracts the Times selected, to be 
less an investigation than a combi- 
nation of paraphrased magazine ar- 
ticles from last September, Parisian 
chit-chat and reckless guesses. 

The writers’ claim that the 
princess might have lived if trans- 
ferred more quickly to hospital — 
based on comments from an Ameri- 
can specialist with no direct know- 
ledge of her injuries — is typical of 
the approach. Investigative journal- 
ism — a genre which depends on 
the weight of its allegations — is 
blatantly made a matter of opinion 
rather than fact. 


source tries to delay a story for alt 
fashionecl verification, it will soon 
emerge from a rival one or through 
the Internet. The current Diana 
books and articles are products o 
the same low-fact culture. 

But the princess's media aflerli 
also suggests psychosis, and specif: 
cally those disturbing stories about 
the bereaved who conlinue tn be 
have as if tlıeir loved one were sill 
present, laying two places for break: 
fast, telling the day's news to 40 
empty armchair. 


ODI Al Fayed's grieving f 
D ther and a gullible, mawkish 
public deserve some symp 
thy, for they are at least mainly sir 
cere in their delusions. But thé 
behaviour of the Times and Dai 
e dynamics ا‎ the world of | Mirror is the most dry an 0 
medicine are such that a contrary mourning: commerci nial, for 
opinion is always readily avallable, | portunistic sobbing. Just beginning ا‎ 2 2 a Scud missiles 
Most doctors are convinced that onel terms with 0 e ; Melzer ا‎ 2 phere. 
their colleagues are idiots. This | central character in their € ا‎ assesanı 1 b 
character trait is relatively harmless | soap opera, they suddenly under . ehall revealed ast week, (le pilollesn nl ك‎ a specially to Europe. 
within the profession, but in the | stood that, even dead, she could fe. 1 ‘Aspection body, Unscom, sim- | aclap' iG 21. Ten pi 


manded the élite Red Bereta and has a vested İn- 
terest in the regîme’s survival. The West must ask 
itself if this chimes with the Indoneslan people's 
interests and priorities, 


Richard Norton-Taylor and Tim Radford report 
onthe threat from the proliferation of such weapons 


NAGGING fear lurks belind 


dam Hussein's military machine: 
hat a ınissile hidden sonıewlıere in 


A world that is 
going hungry 


sé FE 00D IS the first thing," wrote Bertolt 
Brecht, “Morals follow on,” So, he advised, 
better to make sure that those who ate starviug 
“get proper helpings when we do the carving.” 
How to ensure adequate helpings around the 
world, while we carve generous portions for our- 
selves, remains as bard as ever in the 19908 — 
which happens to be, for anyone who remembers, 
the UN Decade for the Eradication of Poverty, In 
the amall gaps between the big headlines, brief 
items of news continue to reflect the misery of mil- 
Hons. The shorter the item, it sometimes seems, 
the more the millions, 

Emergenciea do catch our attention, We have 
seen on TV the frozen plight of survivors from the 
earthquake in northern Afghanistan, where some 
30,000 are detperately short of shelter, blankets 
and food. Even neighbouring Tajikistan has joined 
the aid effort. This ahould make us pauge, 
Tajikistan happens to be one of the 20 poorest 
countries in the world, It is still recovering from a 
civil war in which 50,000 were killed and huu- 
dreda of thousands became refugees, The total of 
pledged ald for Tajikistan is sll $10 million ahort 


zen other cities within range. 

True, it is only a remote possibil- 
. ¥ Far more remote than it seemed 
fing the 1991 Gulf war, when the 


xuds actually were falling on Tel 
iv and Riyadh. e 


1han ever before", 


| 


elfective delivery systems. Accorcl- | Irom the West. 
ing to Unscom, Iraqi scientists have 


qualras about gassing his enemies, 
fen hiş own citizens. Years of 


serves to debase journalism and in- 
flame private grief. 

Ideally, investigative books 
should establish definitive facts in a 
narrative which might have become 


The answer lay in re-runs. 


i I or biological warheads lie 


American supermarket magazines 
and once serious newspapers ~ ê 
decade ago, at opposite ends of tê 


| 
Defence Secretary, George Robert- | Industries. 
ij i ®m.a hitherto unmentioned chemi- 


fied in large quantities. 


i has r&' 
Sancton and MacLeod more often Î disturbingly, this coverage tie alever the real threat, it is 


do is to set down rival apeculstions | vealed the logical and hypoci! 


ere, scientists and 
agents — who for years 
; ıo Been emphasising the threat 
; uclear proliferation — are 

ing their attention to the dan. 


 #rS of chemi iologi 
. E ical and biological 
i Ihe 


mı 

book knowing that Mohamed Al While unauthorised pictures ol | [mellen 
Fayed claimed to have. been told | the princess's sons remain outlaw have 
Diana's final words by a hospital | there seems to be a strange a 
nurse but that others dismiss this | tion that words are unable to hur' 1 
claim. The book presents the en- | disturb. Imagine what it ا‎ 
counter between Al Fayed and the | like for one of the princess O 
nurse as unchallenged fact, yet the Î relatives, particularly the Oe 
writers offer no second source for | face front-pages asking “Cou ا‎ 
this story, have lived?” —a question reck 1 

Seeking credibility . solely | answered in the affirmative, Hoes: 
through insistent repetition, Al | two-page spread inside. Wh 0! 
Fayed told the nurse story again in | this pointless tantalising achieve’ 2 0 
his Daily Mirror interviews, adding 1 lf there is ena iehlng 
the claim that his son had become is money-gru! U OE 8 
engaged to the princess, and his | seance, it is that the one jour 1 i. mdi ia icultural industry can 
belief tlıat the couple were mur- | group unable. to benefit fan i mp; Ca4ily lo make CB 
dered to prevent cultural embar- | the paparazzi, a group's hasas | 
rassment to the royal family, : 


cated .at the very least in 

He is far Jess culpable than Sanç | ment in - the final days re ur! 
ton and MacLeod in that his motive princess's life. They alone f 
for spreading dubious theories is | able to disguise her ا‎ iter. û 
not money but deep despair. His | their. work. The editors E E 
paranoia is easy to understand, Ih Î, unfortunately, can just fake li . 


the Afghan survivors, food is-rutiing short for 10 
times their nuner in Tanzania — refugees from 


opened in Dhaka last weekend, co-sponsored by 
Unicef and the World Health Organisation, has 
heard a aimple statistic. Of the 18 millon under- 
five children in Bangladesh, about 14 million are 
malnourished, Every day nearly 700 Bangladeshis 
dile of acute malnutrition, most of them under the 
age of five. No earthquake, no civil war, just 
poverty and diarrhoea, 

Nadine Gordimer has written of the “shameful 
gahackles of the past” — more than a billion meni, 
women and children in poverty across the worid.* 
The new century, she says, is not going to be new 
at all if we offer only charity while maintaining the 
same old system of havea and have-nots. That may 
be a bigger threat than any putative weapon of 
mass destruction, 

س 
"Poverty In The Next Century, Chalces (UNDP, NY‏ 
January 1998‏ ,)10017 


university, “nu- 

' 1 CAPODS are far more difficult 
Mei CC than chemical and bio- 
Any country with a 


; Burundi and former Zaire, A conference which 


12 COMMENT 


War is not an 
easy option 


[5 IT diplomacy or camouflage? 1s there really a 
negotiable solution to the Iraq crisis, aa the 
United Nations Secretary-General still hopes? Or 
do the latest movea, energetically promoted by 
Britaln, merely amount to diplomatic cover while 


the war machine grinds into place? 


President Chirac believes a diplomatic solution 
“technically” within reach, But top Clinton admin- 
latration officiafs continue to say that they see “no 
answer” to the impasse. The United States Defence 
Secretary, Willlarn Cohen, has dismissed the latest 
proposal for inspection of the presidential palaces 
as “dust . , . raised by Saddam Hussein”. Such un- 
compromising language begins to make Britain 
sound lke Mr Soft in a double act. Parliament 
needs to be reassured that Kofi Aınan’'s plea last 
week to show flexibility has been latened to, and 


tlıat he goes to Baghdad with a workable plan, 


A British parliament — and a government which 
1s current European Union president — would do 
well to view the latest crisis from a broader histori. 
cal perspective than tlrat llkely to be adopted by 
the US. When the Gulf war waa concluded aix 
years ago, there was a chorus of agreement that it 


was part of the much wider Middle East problem 
— and that the war had created anı unrepeatable 
chance for solving it. That chance has been dia- 
mally missed. Among the many arguments against 
a military strike against Iraq today is the impres- 
sion it will reinforce in the Arab world that the US, 
and now its British ally, finds it easler to make war 
than peace, Parllament algo needs to consider how 
far Britain’s adherence to the US [ine may weaken 
ita own independent voice, 

The point was underlined by this weelc'a report 
on Iarael’”a botched assassinatlon attempt in 
Amman last September. The commission of inquiry 
acquits Binyamin Netanyahu of any blame for a 
“tactical” operation that went wrong. It merely crlli- 
cisea the way the operation was mounted: Mossad 
was wrong to assume, it complains, that the poison 
used by ita killers was “infallible”, For milllons of 
Arabs around the Middle East, the fact that an 
Israeli prime minister has authorised the 
af assassination by these means in an Arab capital 
rings far louder than Western warnings about 
Saddam’a future chemical warfare intentions, 

Experts in Britain as well as in the Middle East 
are asking whether war upon Iraq will reduce or 
increase the chances of Saddam using auch 
weapons — and of Iarael retaliating. The highly re- 
spectable Israell military analyst Zeev Schiff has 
raised doubts about Mr Netanyahu's ability to han- 
dle larael's weapons responaibly. Whatever the re- 
sults of this crisis, four Middle Eastern powers — 
Iran and Syria as well ag Iraq and Israel — have 
the capability for weapons of mass destruction. 
Simply to demoniae Saddam misses the wider 
dîmension of arma control in this moat unstable 
region of the poat-cold war world. 

Beyond the argument about Unscom and arma 
inspection, and the uncertaintles about the out: 
come of any action, liea a broader strateglc argu- 
ment — that the credibility of the US as sole 
surviving superpower is at atake, Yet an action 
with uncertain military congequencea that aplits 
the Security Council, undermines the UN’s author- 
ity, and divides the region, wili not strengthen that 
claim. The danger is that war can come to seem the 
easier option: peace should remaln the more 
rewarding, though more diffcult aim, 


Suharto refuses 
to change 


[7 WAS about dme for Bill Clinton to have au- 
other ehat on the phonc with President Suharto. 
Laat month's call from the White House told the 
Indonesian leader to stop coddling his greedy 
family and friends, and accept the International 
Monetary Fund deal which is supposed to rescue 
his country from its financin!l crisis, Weeks later, 
Indonesia is again in crisis, while Sulınrto is once 
more demonstrating his insensitivity, 

Out in the amall towns of Indonesia, riots over 
rising prices and unemployment break out every 
day, Many acquire an uglier edge when anger is 
directed against Chinese traders — n traditional 
target for the Muslim majority. These are minor 

flare-ups so far, in obscure plncca. They happen at 


cause it has never worked. We're 
caught up in a process of negative 
memory, Down the years, we have 
all, in one way, or another, become 
filled with a kind of hatred. 

“Tm a quiet sort of guy. I liked the 
prefect a lot, and his murder was un- 
speakable, But 1 remember once 
getting the urge to break up the fur- 
niture during a meeting with him. It 
surprised me and made me think. 
There's such a sense of deadlock in 
Corsica that people fall into one ofr 
other of two traps: violence or apa- 
thy — a collective inability to get 
things done.” 

Other demonstrators wondered 
how to keep alive the mood that had 
brought together so many people, 
irrespective of their political opit- 
ions, to demand that violence 
shoulcl end and the law be enforced. 


NE man said: “Would they 
please stop treating us like 
idiots and organising a 
ınedîa circus, complete with spect- 
aclilar arrests, to make people 
believe they're doing somcthing. 
When Chirac says: We shall not tol- 
erate i1', perhaps he shoulcl fir'sl ask 
his former government why il 
allowecl Ihe Tralonca press cenler- 
ence lo lake place (HW heavily 
armel and boucld ııalionalists Incl 
the press al a nocturnal rerneh'Zvolin 
iı 1995] under {he noses of gfun- 
elarmes wla didn’ ifl a finger. 

“TE shuukl ask why Lhe men wilo 
opened fire on the police il 
Spêronne gûlf curse were arreslesl 
and then released. [ thouglt {he 
police were supposecl to uphold law 
ancl orcler, You can hardly expect 
pvople nol tuo get the ida thal any- 
Ihing goes, and that the best way uf 
assuerling onesvulf is 10 be strong, 
armed and dvlinquent.” 

Another man wondlered İf, what 
with all the confusion and tension, 
the general apathy and the govern- 
ment's ambiguous role, Corsica was 
not entering an “Algerian syndrome 
. without actually. realising it". But 
, then he had second thoughts: “But 

ı no, that would be going too far.” . 

After the silent march broke up, 
people at last started talking to each |: 
other, as the sun went down over. j. 
the. sca, Everyone felt rather re- 
lieved. “But. for how long? one 
woman askkeşl. 1 

Gebruary 18) 
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Peaceful protest .. . but many islanders are urowing li palent 4 r 
action to curb corruption on Corsica 
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rious xangslers lave recently 
started appearing on clectoral lists. 
One of them even got il into his 
head he was about to enter parlia- 
ınent — and I get into trouble be- 
cause I'm behind with my VAT 
payments. The whole thing is com- 
pletely crazy, 

“In the old days we understood 
the nationalists’ cause. We're, all 
very Corsicun, Look at I Muvrint [a 
bestselling group of traditional Cor- 
slcan singers]: they managed to get 
their kicks by other means — 
music." 

Anne-Catherine agreed:. “I the 
nationalists had been democratic, 

. they would have swept the board.: 


We all know lhcy misseıl their big 
chance with the Joxe plon lin 1988]. 
It was on the point uf succeeding: 
the ınove to democracy was going 
to take place, it had the backing of 
ordinary people, and they were in a 
. position to modernise everything.” 
An Ajaccio tlıeatre manager said: 
“Initlatives here are blocked. Deci- 
sions are dictated by fear, even in 
the upper echelons of the aciminis- 
tration: wlıen it finances something, 
it gives money basically to keep peo- 
ple quiet — it's a way of calming 
things clown, of playing it by ear. 
“Wlıen someone has an economic 
, or cultural project, no one believes 
' in it. People. ey: İt won't work be- |. 


which has led to downward pres- 
sure on long-term US interest rates. 
As a result, the Federal Reserve, 
which was considering raising rates, 
has not fourıd it necessary to do s0. 
But .the effects of the 1 a are 
not purely aacroecqnomic, eri 
can 0 have already identi: 
fled the advantages, they may gain 
fron ik The devaluation .of Aslan, 


at bargain prices. “Some companies 
are today worth 1 per cent of what j: 
they were worth two years Ago,” 
‘says Kenneth Curtis, an ‘economist |. 
with Deutsche Bank in Tokyo. 
! US companies are ideally placed 
'in the scramble far "bargains: after Î: 
years of megaprofits,. they . are 
awaşh İn çash. The Asian crisis has |. 
: algo held. to increase tlie gulf, ber, |’ 
j tween. US. . banks, .glready: the most, 
` | powerful, in the. world, and their, 
enn Angi Asian çounterparts. , 
After: getting their. fingers. burnt 
أ‎ i during, the Latin /American çrisis of 
' the .ejghtles,. US ,banks, adopted-a, Û 
|! muçh,, mora, rcutiovs, policy. ‘than. |; 


sult in considerable losses for both 
° the US and other leading industrial 
countries. The Americans have lost 
capital 88 their . investments have 
. evaporaled and thelr mariçets. n 
; Aşia have disappeared. 

, ` Southeast Aslan markets i 


, step up their efforts to innovate,and 
: hecome more productive, ‘And they 

; are delighted: Jack. Weleh, .head of; 
` General Electric, the E ak indup-: 


j rencles, products from the ,reglon 
;, yi pone A, formidable. thirent to US, 


۴ : trial group in the US, tol i that taken ‘by , European and Japao- Û 
But fe Asai erlals also présenta : zipe prin at the criaie raê A, : eq naltudlons. e er أ‎ 
far from ble advan . great “OPJ . in Asia are relatively modes! 8 

i rg eman hath mor ê, e.e tela wiLofiet | Even if the conspiracy theory, has إ‎ 


2 i no, foundation, jt; J8 worth: agling 
10.:gtandg to. to, benefit, or ,to. osê 
8 Asian crisis. OA the. face of. 
the U6, 7 world's biggest eco. 
i nomic powe! mg,in 4 position to, 
: benedit nos 0s But jf he: crisis were, 


! larly opportune, time, .averting the. | 
| risk’ qf, the e al 
nary, ,Pres-. 
2 2 Pree | e Higrmatlonet N O 
|i erywhere demanded and 
d the opening up of 0 


d E TES", capital, particularly; Ameri; |i to continyg or deepen ~~ which can-, 
n 0 0 many jens fom fin finnnce to ' not bp. ruled „Opt ~7 the US could 
Big . investors E reat bt) 


find irelfon the the losing de. f E 


ı automobiles. ; 
thelr capital to the safety of the US, ف‎ e ل ا ن‎ and ebruary 13) 


belieye in; |: co 


Corsicans vent outrage at assassination 


pominlque Le Gullledoux tests the popular mood 
after the murder of the Island's French prefect 


ifl mean more parking tickets and 
stiffer VAT checks on small compa- 
nies, The bigger fish will be left 
alone. Sometimes I wish I was dis- 
honest, l know { coulda't be, but it's 
become so easy here, In the course 
of my work I see guys who owe the 
state millions of francs, and they're 
left alone. 

“Even our honest politicians — 
and there are some — are con- 
stantly being threatened. Imagine 
the pressure they're under. Some- 
times they have to be a bit accom- 
modating, That's the way it is. When 
the president of the executive of the 
Corsican assembly goes home and 
finds his dog has been inpaled, 
what can you call that if not intimir 
dation? Naples and Palermo can't 
teach us anything.” Jean-Pierre was 
touched to learn that tle anti-Mafia 
mayor of Palermo had put his city 
hall's flag at half mast on hearing 
that Erignac had been shot. 

Two nurses, Martine ind 
Françoise, were equally (lisgusterl: 
“Tlıere aren't any rules any mure. 
Nobody knows who is wlio or wu 
(loes what any morc. All we know is 
that some very big inleresls arc al 
slake. It would already be some 
thing if we were entitled to hear the 
truth." They sail they ried to live 
normal lives, to forget, and to enjoy 
some of the pleasures Corsica has 
to offer: “One moment you're skiing 
and the next eating seu urchins on 
the beach.” 

They did not believe in local poli- 
lics: “There are people in politics 
who are in fact batting for others. 
We don't get involved in their dirty 
tricks, and if we did we know wlıat 
would happen. It's almost a habit 
now — we've become passive. 
Things have changed: in the old 
days {hey used to bump cach otlıer 
off, but nowaclays people like us 
could becoıne largets.” 

Félix, a builder, was angry at the 
situallon: “We work our fingers to 
the bone and pay our tax. I had to 
sell my flat to keep my head above 
water. Look how the names of noto- 


US sees silver lining to the cloud over Asia 


exploited. by some political leaders 
in the, region to draw a veil over 
hel ¢ own responsibility for the.pre- 
„sent erisis, which is E. 


scapekoat is n favourite sport. ` 
But the qulet, confidence , di ji 


played by. US business; leaders a |! 


the. retent World 

in Davo the 0 tise and 

rise of Wall Street. and a bullish de 

claration by. Jane Te chief 

. economic advişer to the Whité 

Hoiüse, do prompt ` thé question}, 

who, an gain from the. Asian 

` finance ial 

i admit that the crtsig ight, 
E am be a “positive 


, fictor” r hé, US, Yellen bolstered, | 


ot njntehtionlly ب‎ he 


+ n0 
1 Ab of th loge who 


. argimeit 


GUARDIAN WERG 
February 22 193 | 
In Brief 
T HE Bank of England warm | 
of a rise in interest rates | 1 
the coming months, n 
newa thatthe ent had 
hit its target of 2, Sper cenke 
tion. Industry figures appeal 
to the Bank to think again e 
five months of declining output 
in manufacturing and a deterly. 
rating outlook for exporters. N THE biggest street demon- 
. stration Corsica a ever seen, 
some 30,000 people — or more 
HE Republic of Ireland has than one in 10 of the island's popula- 
became Europe's fastest | tion — marched silently and with- 
growing economy, according lo : oul banners through the streets of 
the Organisation for Econonle ` ‘Î | Asccio and Bastia on February 11. 
Co-operation and Development. . They were protesting against the 
Real pi ا‎ en bY almost : rder of the prefect, Claude 
a quarter € past thrce years ! Erignac, by gunme! week 
with more jobs created than in my 0 a 


against the violence used by the 


the previous 3O years. Mafia and by nationalists seeking 


independence from France. 
HE European Commission | | ye, ee ude Polling 
has launched an investigs- bands and the 15 women who 
tion into the high costs of calls io formed the Manifesto for Life group 
and from mobile phones whlch, | r 1945 in response to violence on 
in some cases, can be up to l4 the island. 
times more than those between 1i 
One of the marchers was Eliane, 
fixed telephone networks, a shop assistant. "I don't see how 
Corsica can be saved," she said. 
HUGE recruitment drive ls م‎ o Eg a 
ımder way: at British e TT 
Airways as a generation of pilols keep qulet about it. They killed each 


ûlher and it wasn't anything i» do 
wilh us, Now we're all realising 
something has to be done. Tlıc 
` problem is that a lol of people bene- 
, Ît from the system. They thent- 
; tires krom things have to chang’. 
a 0 going lo get a new 
He's described ns a gourl 
i who'll sort everything out. 


who joined in the 1960s reaches 
relirement age. The usual intake 
of 100 pilots a ycar will rise to 
be{ween 200 and 300. Many 
recruits will have to be trained 
from scratch. 


LANS to create the world's کے‎ 
P biggest accountancy firm coF ا‎ e e e 
lapsed when Ernst and Young 1 Antoine, a 34-year-old manager, 
and KPMG called off اا‎ ;  ™S convinced that, unless the gov- 
talks amid accusations that f ' anment realised the magnitude if 
ulatory scrutiny had proved ' challenge, its Corsica policy 
stumbling block. &, Î sould “e in ruins", A friend of his, 
! Jean-Pierre, who runs a graphics 

; Pusiness, believed that 

A ous has put back unl | ! teno solution ule the rule oflaw 
autumn 2004 the ا‎ , ™S imposed. "The trouble is Lhat 
glane delgned tg eorapele ê | | E OSC RN 
r E he [neo-Gaullist] RPR pariy. 


5 why Jacques] Chirac's visit 
orsica was suclı a jokc, Why 


toes the name of Charles Pasqua la 
MI ORSANTO; U i interior minister] con- 
cal giant, eriticlsed sanly keep o e iş Uj ia CO 
genetically modified soya bean®, أ‎ versalons lie pping up 
ا‎ e ا ا‎ | Can't 0 té see the kind of 
rough the takeo’ 
US seed company, DeKalb. | "¢ lw they've been promising; 
| 
HORN'S chief executive | 
T Mike Metcalf resigned e 
a profit warning wip 
lion off the value of shares. ;, ٠ Friklzraelawloz 
س‎ S THE financial isis that has 
FOREIGN EXCHANGES I Asia the rent of an Amer- 
Bterling rates Sterling o * kan 8 
______ Feber 1 _ hl Thais who have suddenly. 
4069-2 ABÛ ` 2422 | plunged into g terrible eco- |! 
peg ov a00 ا‎ th jo resslon Hiavé no' doubt 
Belgium 81.45-61.54 | 61.141 Their argument goes thal 
Canada . | 2.300-2.389 ا‎ talened by economies that had 
Derma | MINAS Û 2 ioe loo big for théir boots, the 
France 9.98-48 a9 | lb th eS .decided to call ۾‎ halt 
Germany | 20775-2700 .| 2o0 | | Meir insolent grgwth. 
Hong kong | 12.67-12.ea. .| 128% | i aly 0 terms, the 
ean | 11209-11050 | پ10‎ || lalla ihe whole thing was a plot 
nay 2,837-2,940 0 ed By Washin hs also 
Japon j o6p0-20asg [2029227 |  Bilned cirrency ti Europe, and par-. |. 
Netherlands | 33561-286 [3308822 || | ulrly in France, 1a Here a 
New Zseland | 2.804-2.441 ` g2 nuthin itt و‎ 
Noway | 1204440 | ay || | Tf can be ruled out from the 
Portugal | a8230. |0 Sart Is that a group of conspirators 
apan | aaa Orgs || | y, Pllicans or speculators in New 
Sweden ` | 1826-1340 ' | 1324" i York or Washingt, 
Swtzedand ` | 23048-23916 £3877 ر‎ 
usa | 1res" 18321 i he Aslan 
ECU . 1.060-1.507 | 
FTSIE1OO Shara Index up 1omisefeA Pn 
dexs up 13.8 it a2010: Gol up e: 


14 FINANCE 
Meet the new world a 


under a new agreement to be finalised this week. 


' Umiig the Humber q ef torêlgn emopyese in eoripianias with more than 
) Workerê 20:per trey Imit for, ‘foreign: 


nthe prgtassing or depo oreo o or redlo- 
Diêd i in Cao. : 


men thet: cekultê i if control of 
worth,mare than NZ810 millon. 


of the $112 billion invested in devel 
oping countries in 1995, nore than 
80 per cent ended up in just 12 coun- 
tries. The 48 least developecl (witlı 
10 per cent of world population) at- 
tracted just 0.5 per cent of global iıı- 
vestment. Yet being "in" will open 
them up as unlimited new markets 
for cigarette companles, infantrfor- 
mula marketers, and those seeking 
to exploit forests and minerals, 

There are, however, indications 
that the growing opposition to the 
MAI may be strong enough lu post- 
pone its signing. NGOs have made 
the issue a priority: according lo 
Nick Mabey, economic policy offi- 
cer for World Wildlife Fund, “this is 
bigger now than global warming. 
‘Type in ‘MAI' on the Web, and you'll 
get more than 1,000 siles — virtlı- 
ally none in favour, apart Irom the 
OECD sites.” 

There are also increasing Coıl- 
cerns among tlıe signatories them» 
selves. The US, in particular, has 
sought ınany exemptions to protecl 
federal and state governments. Or- 
ganised Jabour, too, is concerned 
that the agreement will override 
workers’ rights. French film-makers 
and musicians protested this week 
amid fears that France and the 
European Union would have to offer 
the same creative subsidies to 
Hollywood under the deal. 

Herman van Karnebeek, deputy 
chairman of the Dutch chemicals 
group Akzo Nobel, who heads the 
ÖECD business and industry advi- 
sory committee, said last month: 
“We now hear of disturbing signs 
that many of the elements we were 
hoping for may not be possible. 
Whatthen, is in the MAI for us?” 

The NGOs believe they can now 
exploit the growing divisions. 
“There's a lot of tension in every 
European government between the 
environment and development 
people and the trade people,” says 
Mabey. He believes concerned 
citizens should lobby their govern- 
ments to urge a delay in negotia- 
tions. “The decision to rush it 
through was taken.in 1995, but most 
of those [Tory] ministers are rıot 
around now, so ‘theres no political 
faith to be lostin delaying” 
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Signatories to the MAI will also 
face such actions, held in special in- 
ternational courts, should corporate 


lawyers identify breaches. “The 
MAI creates a precedent that ele- 
vates the rights of cornpanies over 
the denıocratic riglıts of citizens,” 
according to the World Develop- 
ment Movement. The group is 
warning that UK local authorities, 
for instance, would be prevented 
from campaigning against South 
African wine, as many did during 
the anti-apartheid boycotts of the 
„1980s, The South African vintners 
‘would simply sue for compensation. 
Those local battles to stop McDon- 
ald's opening a branch — such as is 
currently happening in Bermuda — 
would stand no chance. 


ND what of a national gov- 
ernment that decided to pre- 
vent an international press 
baron from pricing his newspapers 
below cost? Rupert Murdoch's 
lawyers may well claim that such a 
strategy sought to discriminate 
against the multinational News 
Corporation. 

Even the OECD's own guide to 
the MAI admits that, “as with all 
binding international agreements, 
this will moderate the exercise of 
national authority to some degree", 

Then there are the environmental 
implications. MAI would, according 
to Friends of the Earth, let compa- 
nies oppose the Kyoto agreement, 
under which industrial countries 
gave developing countries “clmate- 
friendly” technology in return for 
pollution rights: for such rights 
would be an anticompetitive sub- 
sidy. Similarly, the MAI could chal- 
lenge tte UN Convention on 
Biological Diversity, designed to 
protect developing countries’ gen- 
etic resources, as foreign multina- 
tionals demand equal access to such 
resources, : 

The greatest concern comes from 
those who represent developing 
countries. They will be invited to 
sign the agreement when completed, 
but without having influenced its 
content. And they will flnd it hard to 
resist signing if they want the in- 

vestiment that many consider vital: 


What happened to dernocracy, asks David Rowan 


new impetus to growth, employ- 
ment and higher livîng standards. 

The agreement, being prepared 
for signature by OECD ministers in 
April, is a Jogical extension of exist 
ing international trade treaties such 
as the General Agreement on Tar- 
iffs and Trade (Gatt) and the North 
American Free Trade Agreement 
{Nafta}. But nıore than those, it 
seeks to create a world where 
capital can move entirely free of 
restriction. As Renato Ruggerio, 
directorgeneral of the World Trade 
Organisation, put it: “We are writing 
the constitution of a single global 
econony,” 

The trouble, according to the in- 
creasing nuntbers of groups carm- 
paigning against the accord, is that 
this constitution's bill of rights ex- 
tends only as far as the investors, It 
was İnitiated by business organisa- 
tions — 477 of the Fortune Global 
500 companies are based in OECD 
countries ~— in order to make inter. 
national investnıent easier, More 
than 85 per cent of the world's for- 
eign clirect investment (known as 
FDP) Hows out fronı OECD nations, 
Inereasingly to developing coıın- 
lies. And the amounl is rising 
rapldly (see panel, below): as busi- 
ness grows more global, FDI is 
growing faster than trade flows. 

Currently, investors are con 
cerned that they cannot compete on 
equal terms with nationals of a host 
country. So the MAI was designed 
according to three key principles: 
normdiscrimination (foreign in 
vestors cannot be treated worse than 
domestic companies); ıo entry re- 
strictions (signatories cannot refuse 
any form of foreign investment, 
including the purchase of privatised 
companies, İn any sector apart from 
defence); and an absence of special 
conditions (such as to ensure local 
employment or control currency 
speculation). “Investment” is defined 
broadly, to extend to intellectual 
property, real estate and shares. 
Once a country signs, it cannot with- 
draw for' five years and will be bound 
by the agreement for 15 years. 

In the case of any breach, a multi 
national can take the offending 
national or local government to an 
international tribunal, There it can 
sue for past and potential future 
damages. 

Non-governmental organisations 
— and so far more than 600 from 67 
countries have united to oppose it 
— warn that the MAI will make 
your vote irrelevant. They talk of 

"supercitizens", corporations freed 
from the normal citizens' obligations 
to the environment or to workers, 

They point to an early concrete 
example of the anti-democratic legal 
actions likely to result. Last April, 
the Canadian government banned a 
petrol additive called MMT, which 
Canada considers to be a dangerous 
toxin. The additives sole manufac- 
turer in Canada is Ethyl Corpora- 
tion, which responded by filing a 

$251 million lawsuit against the gov- 
ernment to cover losses resulting 
fron the “expropriation" of its MMT 
production plant and its “good repur- 
tation", The case, brought under 
clauses in Nafta, is still in progress, 
but even now it is rtot an isolated 


one, Two Mexican local authorities 
are also being sued under Nafta 
clauses by United States companies 
prevented from establishing toxic- 
waste dumps in their jurisdictions. 


OU may not have heard of a 
new international accord 
called the Multilateral 
Agreement on Investment. There's 
no reason why you should have: the 
MAI has beer debated over the past 
three years in extraorclinary sccrecy, 
‘and none of the parties to it has 
been keen to publicise the process. 
But if you have ever reflected on 
the growing power of the trans- 
national corporations, and feared 
that at some stage national gover n- 
ments might be forced to bow to 
their chief executives’ demands, 
you ought to iniorm yourself that 
the moment has arrived: we are 
about to cede to international in- 
veslors some of our more funda- 
mental democratic rights. 
Representatives from ihe world's 
29 richest countries gatlıered in 
Paris Inst weekend to put the final 
touches lo an agreement that will 
give multinationals power to sue na- 
tional governments for any profits 
lost through laws which discrimi- 
nate against them, lt will put at risk 
international UN treaties on climate 
change and overfishing, and will 
threaten workplace and environ- 
mental legislation we have elected 
politicians to enact More cruclally, 
it will acknowleclge for the first time 
that corporate capital now has more 
authority and freedom to act than 
mere national and loca govern- 
ments. 

The MAI is a comprehensive ac- 
cord being finalised by the Organl- 
sation for Economic Co-operation 
and Development (OECD) de- 
signed to give international in- 
vestors a “level playing field". It 
amounts to a new set of investment 
rules that would grant corporations 
the right to buy, sell and move their 
operations wherever they wish 
around the world, without govern- 
ment regulation. This new investor’ 
freedom, the OECD says, will give a 
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Watching brief: Jack Straw plans to inveatigate Island transactions 


‘Ellle Patsalos, tax partner at London 
‘Î 'aceountanta . Deloitte & Touche. 
1 “You can either set your mortgage |. 


continued on page 8 


The lure of beneficial tax regimes to many investors 
‘has attracted the attention of the British authorities. 
glmon Read discovers why they're so interested 


attractive base for fiVesluıs,- m.. 
fact that finance runs ahead of 
tia as their main industries 


BLU Jr 3u maemo that. Ex. 


palriateş working abroad for the | 


first ime have a ready supply of ex- 
pertişe to help ensure that they make 
the most of their overseas earnings. 
Sorting out the personal finances 
for anyone working abroad is going 
to prove complicated — with the In- 
land Revenue involved, how could it 
be otherwise? So it is reassuring 
that — notwithstanding the current 
question marks hanging over the Is- 
lands — there are offshore con1pa- 
nies with years of experience of 
dealing with the unique needs of ex- 
patriates. 
Even better news for those fresh 
out of Blighty is that many of these 
offshore conıpauies are names you 
will recognise. In fact, most of the 
UK's biggest high-street instilutions 
now have offshore subsidiaries, 
ranging from Barclays Bank to the 
Yorkshire Building Sociely. 
Getting the best out of these 
uffslıore banks and inveslment conn- 
panies is as difficult as it is at lıome. 
Shopping around is the key, and 
keeping up to date with the latest 
tax legislation and local rules is 
crucial. 
Wherever you are in tbe world, 
yout could probably tise experl acl- 
vice, so in this special reporl we 
cover most of {he basics — from 
chonsing a bank to picking a tax 
haven itself. The rest is up to you. 


that prospective expats should ain 
for —~ your salary will be (ree of 
British tax, and so wil] savings and 
investınents, Indeed, savings institu- 
tlons in Britain can pay you iatereat 
gross, once the tax year in which 
you leave is over. 

Many families working overseas 
will rent out thelr homes İn Britain 
on long leases to cover the period 
they are away. Even if you are 
abroad, the standard personal tax 
allowances apply. In the present tax 
year, which ends on April 5, the firat 


.| £4,045 of income you receive l8 tax 


free — whatever İS 0 hı 
The matching figure u8- 
bands and wives is currently £8,090 
between them. Almost inevitably, 
though, the figures will change in 
the Budget for the next tax year. . 
Assume that you hold the house 
in joint names. The first £8,090 you 
receive İn rent will not be taxed any- 
way and, what's more, you carl off. 


‘Î set the cost of letting agents, 
‘Î managing agents, repalrs and so on 
'| ‘against tat. The big question is 
'Î ;whether itis wise to claim mortgage 


‘tax relief through 
“You have to make a choice,” says 


.against the rent as an expense, 


Passing the inspection 


î you are obliged to pay tax in 


jÎ. So rhe benefit of being an expat ; 
lj ereare, outeide the normal 


ow, the concessions have 


RITAIN'S Home Secretary 
3-1. .Ctrrawy. has announced 4 
1 TÊVIEW uf dn 


fnancial systenıs of the Isle of Man, 
Jersey and Guernsey that will exam- 
ie the offshore centres’ laws, sys- 
tus and practices for financial 
«#rvices regulation and company 


The subtext is that the Govern- 
menl has finally decided to crack 
don on what is claimed to be wide- 
read money-laundering at these 
oufshore islands, This has set the 
ım bells ringing at the financial 
il [remires as they see their powers — 
1D’ sd possibly their aftractiveness to 
Hlshore investors — diminishing in 


sum is not, however, a record: le 


GUARDIAN WER, Î; 
Fêr 22l آ‎ 


Swedish fat 
cats come 
under fire 


ا ت 
Bruno Peller In Stockholm‏ 


A Rous row has broken oy 
ir Sweden over the hylg 
bonuses handed out to the bosses 
leading companies when they reir 
The latest person to benefit will bke 
Lars-Aake Helgesson, the 56ye. 
old managing director of Stora, one 
of Europe's leading forestry anl 
paper-manufacturing groups. 

He will receive a retirement bonu; 
of 12 million kronor ($1.5 milion), 
and his retirement age has ben lr 
ered to 60 specially for his benef 
After he retires, he will still receive 
per cent of his present annual salary 
of $730,000 until the age of 65, and 
45 per cent of that sum thereafter. 

If Helgesson lives as long as the 
average Swedish male (78), he wl 
be paid a total of $7.2 million. Tha 


managing directors of Volvo and 
Pharmacia-Upjohn were each due i 


lÎ | deface of Intervention by the Gov- 
1| | mment. 
Indeed, claims eınanatiıtg fron 
ı be Islands since tle announcemeııt 
‘ll suggest that they feel they are 
: ready well regulated. 
| But witlı more than £300 billiuıt- 
ıwrth ol [unds on the Islands — 
aith Jersey claiming that il is home 
ım 230 billion alone — of which 
tatthird comes from ihe UK main- 
kad, ît is hardly surprising that tle 
Government wants to {ake 2 closer 
„ wk al the beneficial tax regime. AS 
‘il as low rales of Pan and 
xuporate taxation, lersey, 
„ uermsey and the Isle of Man have 
:| dolished value added tax, inheri- 
‘ance lax, and levies on capilal gains. 
, „ Whatever the oulcome olf the 
' Guernment's review, the selfgov- 
; | ming Islands are sure (o remain an 
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‘The Social Democrat prime mir 
inter 
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wiih 
growth set lo dip this year, denoum® 


net a total of $8 million after retir 
ing, and the boss of Ericssoh 
$11 million. 
“Parachute deals", as they ae 
known, regularly attract a lot of la 
in Sweden. But people were partic 
larly enraged by the Helgesson cast 
because of the secrecy surrounding 
negotiations between him and thé 
chairman of the board of Stora. 
Tlie chairman is none other than 
Bo Berggren, head of tlıe confeder 
ation of Swedish industry and chair 
ınan of the boards of Astra and SAS, 
two other companies in the cour 
try's largest group, Wallenberg. 
Members of the National Share 
holders’ Association, lave called for 


Berggren's resignation. They feel 


that his generosity is particular 


unwarranted because Helgesson 


did not Improve Stora's 


mance during his 10-year stint š | 


managing director. 


ister, Göran Persson, has 
vened in the controversy 


(lenouncing what he calls “the lr 
sensitivity of the private sector. 
Tlıe sums of money being discussed 
in the Helgesson case may, Me a 


gues, cause future pay n 
to spiral out of control. 
In the government's view, 


ing the conduct of the captains batexpat status may bring. 
dustry eight months bef |i Tix inspectors, understandably 
general election, which looks a5 | ough, are wary of granting people 


will be a close fought contest, 


only pay 


dividends. 
Above all, Persson wants the ¢le® 
torate to forget his, fallure ۳ 


ht against. unernploymen' 


ough the officlal jobless rate 


been brought down to 7.3 PE 


(or 289,000 out of work), that fig 


falls to take into account the. 1884 
people on special , govern 
financed programmes. 
The episode has not 
lations between the Soc 
rats and the employers, The 
have been pressing for 


in income tax, while at the ت‎ ٤ 


time enjoying one of the 


rates of corporation tax in heê But : 


pean Union. d0).. : 


Youssoufi to do his best to reduce 
social inequalities by giving priority 
to the fight against poverly. 

Sources close to the king like to 
point out that “the next governınent 
will not be taking over a disaster 
stricken country". It is a fact that 
Morocco, although endowed with 
few natural resources, is not a coun- 
try with serious economic problems. 

Pockets of modernity exist. The 
trouble is that they benefit only a 
small fraction of the population, The 
majority of Moroccans are ex- 
cluded, and helpless to do anything 
about the fact that their living condi 
tions lıave becn steadily deterioral- 
ing over the past few years, or that 
their salvation often depends solely 


on a capricious climate. 

“Unless something is done, 
there's bound to be an explosion of 
social unrest,” Azziman says. 


Fortunately for those who have 
so far failed to benefit from 
Morocco's development — and for 
the future government — this 
winter's abundant rainfall suggests 
that the country will achieve a 
growth rate of more than 10 per 
cent this year. 

(February 7) 
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Hassan, who is flanked by his advis- 
ers, are nowadays “proper work ses- 
sions where ministers are expected 
to stick up for their projects", says 
one participant, 

The present justice minister, 
Omar Azziman, a man with USFP 
sympathies and not someone nor- 
mally inclined to indulgence to- 
wards the regime, says: “I've been 
given a free hand to inplement my 
policies. There has never been any 
interference from the palace or any- 
where else." 


HAT would seem to square 

with what Hassan reportedly 

told Youssoufi during their 
private conversation on February 4: 
there will be no royal prerogative 
and no compulsory agenda. The 
king simply urged the future prime 
minister lo pursue reforms already 
under way, notably in such areas as 
education and justice, not to call into 
question economic reforms imple- 
mented with the help of interna- 
tional financial institutions, and not 
to make the Western Sahara prob- 
lem a cause of conflict between the 
parties or bring religion into the 
political arena, Hassan also asked 


0 


By backiug Youssoufl, King Hassan 18 si 


looking attitude may result in USFP 
grandees being brought into the 
government over the heads of bet- 
ter qualified candidates. 

Other problems may emerge 
over the precise political shape of 
the future ruling coalition. It will in- 
clude the centrist National ludepen- 
dents' Rally (RND and some small 
parties İn the centre and on the left. 

But what about Morocco's oldest 
political party, Istiqlal? Like all politi- 
cal activists of the older generation, 
the 74-year-old Youssoufl belonged 
for a time to Istiqlal. And although 
he left it in 1959, relations between 
it and the USFP have never been 
broken. Indeed, they form the back- 
bone of the opposition alliance 
krown as the Democratic Block, 

Because of the long-standing 
bonds between the two parties, 
Youssoufi is reported by some 
sources to be keen to bring Istiqlal 
into the future majority. “It would be 
a political mistake,” says a USFP 
member. *Îslqlal is a rightwing 
party and fundamentally conserva- 
tive. If it joins the majority, it won't 
be able to get its act together — nor 
will the government.” 

Cabinet meetings, chaired by 


Socialists to set the agenda in Morocco 


Jean-Plerre Tuquol In Rabat 


OROCCAN socialists are 
not much given to tr 

umphalism, On February 
5, their French-language daily, 
Libération, quietly announced that 
the previous day King Hassan I had 
asked the Socialist Abderrahman 
Youssoufî to form Morocco's next 
government. The headline to the 
piece, squeezed between an article 
on Aids arıd a report on Iraq, was: 
"In the end it is Youssoufl.” 

Announced in a brief commu- 
niquê issued by the royal palace, the 
appointment of the first secretary of 
the Socialist Union of Popular Forces 
(USFP) as prime minister, wiıile not 
a huge surprise, nevertheless 
represents a political sea change. 

For the first time since he came 
to the throne in 1961, Hassan has 
entrusted the running of the coun- 
try to a socialist — and not any old 
socialist at that, but one of his 
longest-standing opponents, a close 
collaborator of Mehdi Ben Barka 
(who wns kidnapped and murdered 
in Paris in 1965), and a man pre- 
pared io go to prison, or into exile, 
to defend his political beliefs. 

“Morocco has been changing for 
years,” one of Hassan's advisers 
says, “But the arrival of the social 
ists a the strongest signal ‘sent out 
s0 far. It shows that the process of 
change will continue to be imple- 
mented unswer vingly.” 

Youssoufî is not a man who likes 
to depart from his routine: on 
February 5, as usual, he was at the 
headquarters of his party's Arabic- 
language daily, Al Ittihad Al Ichti- 
raki, in Casablanca. There he began 
consultations with a view to forming 
a coalition government whose core 
will be an alliance between the 
socialists and the centre right. 

Last November's general election 
results, which were contested by 
the opposition but saw the USFP 
narrowly corner the largest number 
of seats, left Youssoufi with no 
choice in the matter. The lower 
chamber is made up of three almost 
equal groups of deputies from the 
left, right and centre, 

Forming a government will not 
be ensy, and lt will take time. Yous- 
Boufî knows that the leadership of 
his party has so far been reluctant to 
open up its ranks to young cadres or 
women. 

Certain members of the party 
executive fear thet this hackward- 


four Eseries glycol ethers, includ- 
ing Zethoxyethanol, as substances 
with toxic effects on reproduction. 
But the resulting ban on selling or 
importing such products does not 
include thelr professional use, 
Another ruling, banning the use of 
glycol ethers in cosmetics and in 


. specially madeup medicines, is 
. about to come into effect. 


A French specialist on the sub- 
ject, André Cicolella, has studied 
the health risks of such substances 
for several years. He.says that “if E- 
serles. glycol ethers were replaced 
those in the P seriea, there would 
be no risk”. EE 

Cicolella, who now works as a re- 
search acientist at Ineris, an inst 


tute ' that A4tudlea risks .in the |: 
ı industrlal environment, was sackéd 
i for “insubordination” ' from the 
' National Institute for Research and 


Safety la May 1984 after a ror with. 


' management ûvér ` his research 
; work. 0 subject of his research? |' 


A ruling last August classified 


Health warning over ‘dangerous solvents’ 


tute (Inserm) found a significant in- 
crease in the risk of congenital 
malformation in children whose 
mothera had been exposed to glycol 
ethers İn the workplace during their 
pregnancy. 

A woman who gave birth in 1993 
to a blind and hemiplegic baby with 
severe brain anomalies brought an 
action against Laboratoires Bailleul 


. last November. During her prég- 


nancy, she had Deen ` prescribed 
Bailleul's erythromycin, an anti- 
biotic used to treat acne; which at 
that time contained one of the four 
glycol ethers classified as ‘“sub- 


. stances with toxic effects on repro- 


duction” on the list of dangerous 
substances and preparations drawn 


: up by the European Union, In Nû- 
' vember 1995, Frances medicines 
conmission had requested Bailleul’ 


to stop selling its preparation, which 
itduly did. ' ا‎ 


The offending substances are 
widely used in water paints, var- 
nishes, inks, household products 
such as window-cleaning liquld, 
detergents and oven cleaners, 
photographic developers, glues, 
pesticides and cosmetics, They are 
also ermployed in the steel, eng 
neering and electronics industries, 

The substances can be divided 
into two groups: derivatives of ethyk 


` ene glycol (E series) and derivatives 


of propylene glycol (P series). Only 
those in the E series are potentially 
toxic. Their teratogenic nature (pro 
ducing malformation of the embryo 
and foetus during preguncy) 2 
i is 


A study carried out in six Euro- 


pean regions by teams of French, 
Italian, Dutch and British scientists 
co-ordinated by thé French National 
Health and Medical Research Insti 


been shown in animals. 
strongly suspected they may affect 
humans in the same way. 


Laurence Follén 


HE toxic risks of glycol ethers, 
chemical solvents used in many 
domestic, industrial and cosmetic 
products, have been exercising the 
minds of specialists for some 
months. The French National Fed- 
eration of Industrial Injury Victims 
and Handicapped Persons (Fnath) 
is talking about “a new public health 
scandal". The consumerist maga- 
zine, Que choisir?, has denounced 
the fact that “dangerous solvents 
are freely on sale". 
Fnath, the magazine Santé et Tra- 
vail, and two leading trade unions 
held a press conference recently to 
denıand that “urgent measures" be 
taken, “Even inı the absence of data 
concerning human bcings, elemen* 
tary precaution requires the sok 
vents to be removed from uses that 
expose a wide section of workers 
and consumers to risk," they said. 
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: . ا‎ . return: the chief 
: tive watchdog i fshore subsidiaries of UK building | classed as Bradford & Bingley j shares distribution to members with High return: 
AVING and investing off Adml Fere one promoter guaranteed | plans, and the banks and UK unit | the shape of its Financial ke e iE shareholders, the Inland Revenue | registered addresses in either the attraction of ek 
shore have aE an: under tik E e i 2 a E n 1 E EEE 2 Of diley Cii A 5 The five largest societies which night regard them as having funds UK or one of only 26 other Cour in af he Bradford 
lages for any British | interest gross, But that only Sal obit trusts, harlan Ly ua hh dards offshore vary sharply. | pare? It has its own financial r remain committe to mutuality — | within the E Those n 0 a it 0 0 ت و‎ & Bingley, is that they . 
expatriate. Bank deposits will pay | pones a tax bill until after the end of kame suits 1 badly regulated | Those in Jersey and Guerusey, the | tors, cayeriner rata a UE Natlonwide, Bradford & Bingley, | then be liable to income and inhert- | i ٣ 0 ا‎ 5 e e erélt iatdreit to 
lulerest in full and there wil be no | the tax year, But, knowing. savings | are2s, can also be Suspect, Even | Isle of Man i Sen 1 e 1 a 1 ا‎ fislor a is still more bad news for biel local i Expatriates have accounts without 1 
2 1 : . ا“‎ 1 Mnrean | ans ax all . in any fail و‎ 0 re 3 : : 
E E E a A an E oa aE HE eficulies Centres such as the Cayman islands | 75 per cent of the first £20,000 th aries in the Isle of Man, | expatriates, because even putting been warned: they would be d- caf ame E 
ordinarily” resident, Capital gain\s i ls ce Y A8, | both onshore and offshore, have improved dramatically. But ex- | have deposited. That may be lou | Guernsey or Alderney, as do some | their money into an onshore .ac- | advised to put — or keep —their at Pp ra wind 
tax is not a worry either pila g: een rE Eûropean Union Bank, "Spolting dubious offers for both perienced regulators offshore ad- | than the 90 per cent of the equi ather building societies. count with a UK building society | money in a building society simply exp 


lent sıtım which the British sehen; 
promises, but it still represents 
sotuırve of enmiort to lhe anxioıtst: 
vestor. Gibraltar meanwhile hat j 
own regulators. antl a savings fr 
tection scheme baserl on the Bili’ 
model should be in farce by th 
middle af this yar, 

In lerms of ornill cunıpensatiı 
schemes, Jersey's pk, along 
lines af the Briti eQuHivalerl, guar 
anlevs the lirsl $AMOGOU in full ar: 
BU per cenl of lle ust KY — 


They established offshore opera- | may not get them a windfall, shoull | because they hope to net a windfall. PHOTO: AMANDA MORRIE: 
lions in order to attract money from 
expatriates who do not want UK 
income tax automatically deducted 
from lheir interest earnings, ancl 
who want to avoid inheritance tax. 
The majority of offshore operations’ 


ET Not only high interest... 


their interest rates. 

Bullding societies’ offshore oper- 
alions can offer beiter rales than 
their onshore parents thanks to : 1 0 


adding up té û top limi of KI heir comparatively low operating tasaetons und he biel levels ul 
per persan. BUF cuupuls investingi, costs — they don't, for example. j iresd pid Prey of lak. 
joint names can make spor have branch offices, and accuuni 
NATIONAL Clin thy rluubling the lint Û | holders nake relatively few transac- 
OFFSHORE Gue sS Hnits are higher. bul tions. 
lis case th investor is responsi But the clıief atlraclion of off 


for 10 per cent of Ihe kiss of Ihe fr 
ADI 

‘The Isle of Man's iuveslor prot 
lion scheme works alnng the sir 
lines as thuse in Brilain and Jers: 
but i1 only applies to the 16 aulhe 


shure accounts is thal (hey credit 
interest to accotınts without cletluct- 
ing income tax at 20 per ceni. For 
people who do not have to pay UK 
icone tax because they liv oul 
¦ side tlıe country, this is obviously 
ا‎ Furthermore 0 
Fj ۳ re aşsets of a person whom lhe 
Financial packages ı land Revenue regards as dunıi- 
that look Just too e the UK are also nor- 
mally exempt from inheritance lax. 
good to be true Building societies’ offshore ac- 
; unis also hold an attraction for 
are as attractive as laxpaying UK residents: with oıı- 
they are because shore accounts, the tax is deducted 
9 kom interest at the same time as it 
they are bogus is credited, However, with offshore 
: accounts, interest is credited gross, 
rised trusts. Staff claim that itor. | | and iax is only paid once account 
ers all funds in which oud} f have declared the interest 
investors will be interested, exc | | in their tax return, 
ing only those sclremes de In the interim, they can earn in- 
for corporate clients, But anJ@t | | terest on the interest which they 
who has doubts should chek will eventually have to pay in tax. 


up to 1.75% per annum and easy access 


„lain the race to open an Abbey National Offshore IHU Savings Accounl 


and nın into awartl winning interest rates. 


Gibraltar plans to put in plac :l | Some societies — including the / 
Interest is paid annually either on 3st December ar the last day of the matching protections scheme Bl kelle i offer a choice 
RE 3 : ales on wl t 1 ا‎ aise i fhe fe of Min. 
OFFSHORE 180 STEALING SAVINGS ACCO Û month of your choice. The more yuu invest, the higher the rate r no offshore scheme B: terest, so the cot iol ao 2 1 9 ۹ 1 
: Cile in uh: Ah . Si SR mE 
IHVESTMENT RATE  ofinteresı. What's niore, you may make ııp to two withdrawals in ech going to compensate individuals side in whiclı tax year the interest Else ahe N ۱ : 2 ot with 0 1 
2 dvice, whereas in Britain hs. beni yete expect brunt Gul cael thi slelits fren yolit Chegun ite 
£10,000 - £19,899 6.85% 2 م‎ poor advice, ۳ lit 1 Stating orders mul direct debits, 
calendar year, without jie need tû give notice and without penalıy. can make a claim on the Invests Alhough money in offshore an ifehore accuunl. zı co tuIMatit lls. Luding 
2000 > £18,990 7A0 acı withdrawal may be up to 10% of your accaunt balance Further Compensation Board if the frm ing 0 a ol oe 
` EBO,OOO - £090,898 ` 7H4 E کک‎ gone bust, and from the Pers trel by the UK Deposit Protection 
5 S1000000 + TT Withdrawals will require 180 days" notice, although funds can be made Investment Authority if it is sill | i which pays a maximum 0 5 
. : N 1 8 : inesg, : 0 1o any one (lepositor, the 
N E matee are lint a Megs ribat prir nts available immediately subject to a penally of 180 days’ interest. a is tight in havens su lle of Man has a i of the at deal THMHOTECE b C sides 
ATHENA as Liechtenstein and Sulzer Scheme. This guarantees compen- U1U ad TE 5 : 0 
Abbey National, one of the world’s strongest banking groups 8 but the European Corımissio lion of up to £15,000 to people 


lanning to introduce compenesi™ 
ا‎ “for: all Europe | 
Union states by the end of fhe Jê 
" Safety. nets for savers ul 
:Î vestors certainly’ makê ا‎ 
!| no one wants to have to use 
Stieking to big international nan 
may be the best way to protect 


with Inoney in institutions which be- 
U i olvent. In addîtion, many | 
i tli E 0 0 2 The Moncey Miuvket Curvtency Accounl, fram 
ir offshore subsidiaries be- 1 Y Mi 1 I 
tif Sûlvent, they will meet their i leading merchant bankers Singer & 0 icdhaml 
One ih ilr i TE ives you û wide range of 
ay 1 tand gives you û wide rang 
One thi eposi pays hight iuleres ا‎ 
SRpect e 0 el et dbereel, pewsonal banking services. 
a their offshore account ( 8 


this afteutineen! i hand hy iin Naitonel Timuny aleralional Lambe uhh ix 


11 The Prade. SF flrhirs feng Abhry National Terarary [ntrmational Lnnfed x amid pad 3 pars 
ا‎ EI I [nire a o Road up capital errerdnd LOtpa ox nl 3Y Decealer 1Y4, Cajuns ef 


To: Please send we fiull details of your Offshore 180 Stirling Savings Account 
and your other offshore accounts along with current iiterest rales, : 


. 2 rs sb 5a windfall, if Nafionw? 
e Calo Matieg Alen, و‎ e e qel pF example, e E E For more information, call ot fax us 
Abbey National lated territories; /' و ا‎ 0 and convert to loday or return the coupot. 
Treasury International Limited, 1 E E Vast loda of money wail Ol wil" ple who have deposits 
1 Box 5 rey JE4 XG Te. ` ' | | the world's financlal systemêı “ lis Isle of Man subsidiary 
PO 45, Jersey J 9 giert would ET 
ا‎ Channel Islands, کک و د‎ ing for a home: Many of ls o |b | ns O get free shares or cash. 
3 = : 5 ۳ ا ب‎ TE né 0 1 ts because th d e aS ا‎ 
: : ا‎ evading taxıor dealing in drug 6 hh they are not classed 4 v Fricdl 
Fixit 1534 S8505 ف ا‎ ^ ` | i keer Hal : Nato oO ders and members of SINEC FW Tı icd e ib the ke n ae Fianrial Sqr 
opportunities for:' potel same a Building Society. The 


1 : 9 1i 5 1 1 MUR 1i x N1 ane lir Helio sud id Busines 
| sere are enormous. As & ies to people who have US EI 


avers’ arid investors ofls belane n with the offshore arms of 
' be ohn the Fl aš ıitèver “ther UK buildi . 
to'be on thelr guard ãš سے‎ Paul Hu, E 3 
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Drama out of a crisis: but the real-life ER treatment may leave you‏ 
financially as well as emotionally drained PHOTO: CHANNEL 4‏ 


Qur rlgorous pursult of tisk 
reductlon has procluced results 
which are both Impressive andl 
consistent, Sterllng portfolios In 
the Asset Management Service, 
for example, have achlevecl a ' 
return of over 12% per annum 

` compound for 15 years. 


.For more details on how Ashburton 
can achieve low-risk results contact 
. Elalne.Sutcllffe. 


1 


ment in any year. Many policies cur- 
rently available place strict limits on 
the amount of psychiatric care they 
cover. There are often monetary 
limits on what a policy will pay out, 
either for particular treatments, or 
overall. 

On the positive side, ensure that 
your policy provider offers a 24- 
hour help line, Insurers do use 
these to help control the coat of 
your treatment, but helplines can 
also put you in touch with local 
English-speaking doctors and other 
medical services, 


Telephone contacts: Norwlch 
Unlonı, (+44) 1703 258 631; 
Guardlan Healthcare, (+44) 1303 
853 409; BUPA, (+44) 171 656 
2000; PPF, (+44) 1323 432002; HI 
Danmark, (+44) 1624 677 472; 
OHRA, (+44) 1703 620 620. 


costs of any treatment. When choos- 
ing a policy, says Keith Plıillips, 
director of marketing for health 
insurance advisers Healthfirst, the 
crucial thing İs to be sure what a 
policy does and does not cover. As 
with all insurance, that means read- 
ing the small print. 

In particular, determine where İn 
the world you will be covered, and 
against which costs. Treatment for 
complaints you had before the start 
of the policy may well not be cov- 
ered, for example. Other common 
exclusions include the treatment of 
HIV-related inesses and injuries 
incurred during more risky sports, 
and the costs of a normal pregnancy, 

Look out, too, for limits on the 
amount of time that a policy covers 
treatment — PPP's International 
Health Plan, for example, will not 
pay for more than 180 days, treat- 


area, you are also 


rn, iasurers also offer different 
levels of cover, so that, for example, 
1# | you can choose a cheaper policy —~ 
such as OHRAS Medios Interna- 
tional Section One — which covers 
you against the cost of hospital 
treatment, but not against repatria- 
ton or the cost of consulting a gen- 
eral practitioner or dentist. 

Cheaper policies may also place 
more restriclona on the anount 
you can claim for particular treat- 
ments, or require you to pay a rela- 
tively large excess towards the 


America. With the Norwich 
ا‎ policy, if you travel outside 


owl 
tere for treatment In lower rated 
areas, and for emergency treatment 
and evacuation only in higher rated 


A JERSEY GENERAL GROUP CONIPANY 


Careful investment, 
consistent results 


We at Ashburton keep a close eye 
on the assets entrusted to our care 
so that our cllents aren't troubled 
by any unwelcome surprises. We 
know they want a good return on 
thelr Investment, but we also know 
they want a protective arm aroünd 
thelr money. Qur philosophy ensures 
we do everything In our power to 
minimise risk and volatillty ancl our 
Investment managers take a long- 
term approach and operate within 
a highly disciplined framework. 


ASHBURTON 


The Investment Managers 


Ashburton Jersey) Limited 
Jersey General House, PO Box 239, 35 Don Street, 
St. Heller, ل‎ 8SJ, Channel islands 
70 Facsimile: +44 (0) 1534 20065 
7 E-mall! ashburt@ltl.net 
` Internet: ashburton-jersey.com 


Telephone: +44 (O) 1534 22 
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decides to move 


Payouts. 
your investments off- 
shore does help if you want to 
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Slock answer: hold on to shares 
that perform PHOTO: GARRY WEASER 


iitinued from page 4 


to choose between the bewildering; | that spreading the holdings wldel! 
variety of funds. Whether onshore or | | sill reduce the rigk of t00 Ey bad 
offshore, investors nıust check ther | | eggs. 


Most equity trusts produce little 
or no dividends at all after their 
tharges, although the UK stock 
market is nore generous. But what- 
wer the level, offshore funds are 
normally unable to reclaim the tax 
Pid on share 


Moving offshore is also 4 2 on capital gains or profits 


the holder 


locus — from the Far East to the 
pî States, or from shares to 


management groups 


have set up umbrella funds to take 


of this. Each features a 


Umbrellas with thet 
tre deel fy with their sub-funds 


, ight 
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your age, the parts of the Worl in 
which you want to be 

how comprehensive you wish yay 
policy to be. 

„ Not surprisingly, the cost of P1 
Tises as you get older to reflec ty 
fact that older people tend to gej 
more medical help. Where yal le 
working is also likely to affect yur 
premiums, because most insurer 
divide the world into sections ani 
set different rates for each, to reflect 
geographical variations in riedkgl 
costs. 

Norwich Union's Global Care, fr 
example, divides the world intb fe 
areas. In terms of a cise shudy, a 3} 
year-old would pay £360 a year fy 
cover in the cheapest area — the 
Middle East — and £1,068 for oorer 
in the most expensive — North aul 


continuerd on page 


{Investments 


Getting the 
most out of 
your money 


Tony Levene 


ONDON-BASED investment 
data monitor Micropal reçords 
more than 5,000 funds and around 
ö0O0 management companies in is 
mouthly Offshore Funds listing. 
And that is just the tip of the ice 
berg. There are tens of thousands of 
other funds which can be accessed 
from hundreds more managers 
whether based onshore or offshore. ' 
Expatriates typically have more 
money to invest than their onshore 
colleagues. But, equally, they hare | 
less access to the advice necessary ! 


own circumstances first, Ask your 
self if you are saving for 4 sped) 
objective and over what timescek, | ' 
or whether you just want to accu |! 
late as large a fund as possible fo | 
the distant future. Coupled with his 
is the degree of risk you are Pê 
pared to accept —~ whether Jol 
would find the ups and downs | 
stock markels married to curred | f 
factors too much of 4 nightmare. 


time to reconsider an existing Û | 
veatment portfolio, Prune the 
wood — shares and funds ¥ 
have a poor performance outlook 
which no longer fit in with your 2€ 
sonal objectives. But keep the fresh 
shoots, especially If they are 
vested in shares, It is rarely 
while selling a good investment 
because it falls under onshore f 
and the costs of switching from o 
fund to another can be high. 
Offshore money usually 
tax exemption. AP 
money into offshore funds Js 10 ا‎ 
ferent, But to come up with the : 
free goods, the trust has to havê 
tax to reclaim, This presents 10 
ficulty for bond or cash funda r 
can pass orı grOSS 
teredt earned to investors who 4 


then responsible for their own | f | 8h risk/high ehe 
declarations, These funds sppeil | | Merging mark 0 ا‎ 
those wha want to take a lo¥ shares whe hie Sg 


with thelr money al 
vere side of ls cols can E 1 
trian performance. 
: Equity funds which rest : 
shires, are different. ر‎ ٠ 
aiméd at investors ehê are Re f 

to take risks, hoping that | Ê. 
outpace safer funds over tie 


though the fê 


What is special about interna- 
tional PMI cover is that it pays for 
medical treatnent while you're 
working abroad, Some policies 
cover treatment anywbere in the 
world, while others restrict you to 
one region. In addition, many inter- 
national PMI policies will also, as an 
optional extra, cover the cost of 
your evacuation to a country that 
can offer the care you need. 

But beyond this, UK and interna- 
tional PMI policies are fundamen- 
tally similar. Premiums on both 
types of policy are rising faster than 
general Inflation as medical costs 
soar. According to James Cooper, 
sales director at insurance interme- 
diary William Russell, international 
PMI premiums are currently rising 
by I0 to 15 per cent a year. 

What you will pay for inter- 
national PMI cover will depend on 


Service, for a monthly fee which 
would be lower than the premiums 
on 4 private medical insurance 
(PMD policy, says Kimberly le 
Comte, consultant at healtlıcare 
consultants Watson Wyatt. 

However, in sonıe countries, you 
certainly will want to use private 
medical care, and a PMI policy 
should help you to cover at least 
some ofthe costs involved. 

Several inêurers — including 
Guardian Health, Norwich Unlon, 
BUPA, PPP, OHRA and Interna- 


4 OfBboreMoney 


Insurance 


Medical policies 


that fit the bill 


The doctors may get you back on your feet but the 
cost could give you a relapse, warns Rachel Balrd 


NE of the most daunting Î the self-employed must also fend for | tional Health Insurance Danmark — 
things about golng to work | themselves. 9 sell policies which cover some or all 
abroad is the possibility of Before buying private insurance, | of the individual expats medical 


care expenses, In line with PMI poli- 
cies for people living in the UK, 
“international” PMI policies are 
designed to cover treatment for 
short-term, curable medical condi- 
tions, not long-term ones. 


It's worth checking on the state 
healthcare available in the country 
you're golng to. In Canada, for 
example, you are entitled after three 
months to participate in the Cana- 
dian version of the National Health 


falling serioualy ill or having an acci- 
dent. Enlightened employers realise 
this, and purchase private medical 
insurance (PMI) on behalf of their 
expatriate workers. But not all over- 
seas employees are so lucky, and 


10 reasons why you should open a 


JATER ALLEN HICA Gold Account 


1534 828888 
1534 828201 


nail us at; cabj@cater.com 


or complete the coupon and retum to us. 
Cuter Allon Bank (Jersey) Limited, PO Bux 478, Commerclul Street, 
St. Heller, Jersey, JE4 SWU 
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Phone us today on: +44 (0) 
or Fax us on: +44 (0) 


Or €- 


Surmame: 


lL. Uuliniled global aecess to 
VOU MCCOUUL 


cask wilhdrawals world- 
wite .- free of charge 


3B. Tree Calter Allen Gold VISA 
card 


. Chote of sterling or US 


CCOUMS 
Tiered interesl..... 
J. MD O Oe UEOSS 


“U Pree stmdiug orders, bill 


piiment service and dbirecl 


debits on string icebumis 
S Tateuded bankiug baurs 


$ Conte lo enrn hıteresl on 


moneys vou bive already spent 


10. Choice of prime localions- 


Jersey or Isle ol Man 
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CATER ALLEN 
OFFSHORE 


For people who 
are serious 
about their money 
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s may a resuk of exchange tatê fucwuatians) aud you may nat get back the amouit invested. Past perfanulante 1s not nçecmarily a guide to 
Performance. This advertiseınérit does not constitute an offer or salicitation by anyone in any jurisdiction in Which surh ofler is not authorised or to aiiy person to whom itis Lnlawfık to mıakc such offer or salina. 


NVESTMENT. 


HO WINS THE 
| PROFESSIONALS’ VOTE? 


and the incame E ft can go down ar well as up ( 


Persons into whose possesion this advertisement may come are required by the Manager to inform themselves of and camply with any trlevant restrictions. 


rve yor The value ofan : 
ave just 2 Fan, a invesanuene 


Sitting ight 
Holding 

on to your 
existing 
UK policy 
has the 
advantages d| 
continulty 
and your 
eventual 
pension 
being paid n 
aterling 


PHOTO SUA. 


vasts if they have to stop early arr 
(luce payments. 

Bul looking to your future, ant 
dividual pension plan is ıo nı 
Ihan an inveslment scheme tailor 
fo your chosen reliremenl date ûr 
locked in until then. It can lhent 
usecl lo buy in anuuity to provile 
regular inenme lor Ihe rest of’ 
life. 

Ynu could cepnally invest in 
able offshore funels, One acral: 
is yuu piy whit you can when 
can, 40 you are nal lied i by Û 
pennlly Cltuses un long ler me 
liir savinyes cariracts. Tlie trick 
replicate a persian fund by most. 
fran eauilies to bonds and then’ 
vash in lhe final years before rt 
ment lo avoicl storkmarket tul 
lence, 

‘Fhe investment plan for those 
Lur years should also counsiler 
Currency you will need in the ti 
try where yuu intencl to spênd ¥. 
rutirement. As the last months: 
shown only Loo graphically, fort: 
cxchange muvemunls Carl wipe t. 
~~ or give a nıassive bhoosl — bE 
best laid financial slrategY. 

Aud if you are worricd 
being hard up ancl raiding you? 
lirenent fund tou carly, you 
invest Ihe moncy through 2 
arrangument which keeps }* 
money until until elther your ااب‎ 
tment age or earlier ill lea 
death. 


Slate pension provision in te UK 
is mean — and getting meaner. Bul 
if you have psid some National In- 
surance payments in tlhe UK, yı 
have a coutribulions record which 
will normally allow you lo claim a 
pension when you reach state rvlil'e- 
ment agfe. 

Working abroad for a perixl uf 
less than 12 months should nul il- 
fecl your UK contribulions revord, 
Social securily paymenls macle iı 
EU and some other stales can also 
cuunt thanks lo û series of duv 
ments belween lhe UK amd certain 
ollıer' nations, 

I you arc really on your own — 
selfemployerl or wurkiny il a coun- 
try with little or no pension pruvi- 
sion — your choice is belwcen in 
ùf(shore retirement plan and sinıply 
saving Up your money. 

According to the Allied Dunbar 
Expatriate Tax and [nveslmenl 
Handbook — essential reading for 
serious offshore financial planning, 
“the scope for good qualily offslure 
individual pension plans is Jimilel. 
There is a thriving market iı off 
shore insurance companies ant 
some of these are designcel to mir- 
ror pension plans in {he UK, But 
they shouulcl never be cunfusetl wil 
the real article," 

A number are little more han LO 
year savings plans with high Cosis. 
They are often structure so pliun 
holders pay substantial penaly 


Prepare for a soft landing 


residency status, you are lable 
for full capital gains AX buti 
be able to shelter carnings 
incomu tax under the 1 
cent fureign earning® 
rules. These allow you to ke? 
your earnings tax-free if y0 
have worked abroad for 
days nd not returned for mot 
than one-sixth of that Pe 

The Inland Revenu® 
to regard money paid tu J", u 
cover such expenses 8 rit 
and transport as par وای‎ 
come, and tax yotl ac 
Persuading them other 8 
prove a lengthy — and 0 
probably fruitless bus ی‎ 

On the ather hand, AY 
taxes you have paid ux bil 
be offset against a cert, 
But you will need a tax ce 
ficate from the e 
authority concerned’ 

And ifyou plant to need 
abroad again, you'll 
move fast to preservê 
free status. You will 
90 days to get out of toe 


FYOU are heading home, how 

should you face the challenge 
of switching your financial 
arrangements back to UI 
shores? The flight home coulcl 
bring you a ton of tax probleıns. 

"Expatriates shoulcl review all 
investmenta three months before 
returning to the UK,” cautions 
David Kennedy, an independent 
financial adviser. “All bank ancl 
building society accounts should 
be closed while you are still non- 
resident. If you wait until after 
returning to the UK then il is too 
late; you will be resident and 
liable for UK tax.” 

You must work abroad for a 
complete tax year to qualify as a 
non-resident, a0 it may be worth 
delaying your return until after 
April 5. If not, you can at least 
avaid capital gains tax by liqui- 
dating your portfolios before you 
return: failure to do so could 
land you with a large tax bill. 
Ifyou did not achieve nori- 


plan to cover an absence of a few 
years is more difficult. Bul ont way 
around this may be to increase pay- 
ments for previous year's spent in 
the UK using provisions which 
allow yotı lG go back as many as six 
ycars. Prulfessional atlvisers can 
help wilh the complicatecl rules ancl 
heir application in your individual 


cast. 


Well-earned rest 


Retirement may seem a long way off but it's never 
too early to start planning, says Tony Levene 


built up no matter where you move 
to. And if your stay overseas is lim- 
ited to a few years, you may be able 
to hang on to your UK pension, e5- 
pecially if you continue to work for a 
UK conıpany. This has the advan- 
tages of continuity and — assuming 
you intend retiring in the UK — of 
your eventual pension being paid in 
sterling. 

The complications of tax relief 
usually mean you have to have “rele- 
vant" earnings in the UK to qualily 
for a UK pension scheme. But there 
are special exemptions which can 
last up to lO years if you coulinue 
working for a UK company. 

‘The difficully cunes when you 
are assessed fur tax in your new 
country. Some tax authorities arlcl 
on pension benefits and then tax 
yoıı on them. The usual solution is 
to negotiate a salary package to êl 
sure that you arc no worse off than 
if you had stayecl in the UK on the 
same salary and qualified for tax re 
liefon pensioxris, 

Paying inl i personal pension 
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Pensions 


ENSIONS come low on most 
priorlly lists when people 

start an exciting — ancl well 
paid — job in a new country. But 
planning for’ the clay when you will 
be happier sitting watching the 
world go by instead of helping mak- 
ing the world go round is easier — 
and more profitable — tlıe carlier if 
is startecl. 

With expalriates typically retiring 
carlier Llıan their counterparts al 
vcurporate headquarters, a retire 
ment fund coulkl need lo supply in- 
coe for thirty or morc years. So 
you will ncecl lo lake careful advice. 

Surting oul your rcliremenl off 
share is a tlu'ewler process corbin- 
ing your pensions pasi, your present 
dûy provision antl your future funcls. 
"The past ur fouutlulion stone for an 
expalrlate peusion is the contribu- 
tinn recortl nolched up in the 
holder's original country. 

Someone with a UK background 
conld have a mix of company, per- 
sonal al state pensions. Yol can- 
not lose bencfits youı have already 


SKIPTON GUERNSEY 


no tax deducted 


OPENING YOUR ACCOUNT 

To open your Guernscy Ninety or 
Instant accuunt, simply complete the 
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forwurded ta yuu und must be 
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You can make a withdrawal 
without penalty when you give us 
ninety days written nûtlce. You can 
also make a withdrawal without notice 
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cqulvalent to nincty days interest on 
the suum you take out. The rate current 
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H you prefer instant ducess 
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very lucrative option. 
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Excellent high rales ul f{merust, 
hacked by the solld reassurance of 
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socicties, is a4 combination that 
investors will find hurd to resist, 
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interest paid gross, It's an investment 
that’s difficult to heat. 
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Fine Instinct 
For Survival 


EDITORIAL 


O ONE could begrudge 

Eduard Shevardnadze, 7O0, a 
peaceful retirement. As foreign 
minister in the dying years of the 
Soviet Union, he helped end the 
Cold War and allow the nations 
of Central and Eastern Europe 
regain their freedom with a mini- 
mum of bloodshed. Certainly, 
like his old boss Mikhail Gor- 
bachev, Mr, Shevardnadze could 
now be writing books, spending 
time with family, delivering lec- 
tures and even appearing in 
Pizza Hut commercials. But Mr. 
Shevardnadze lıas chosen a dif- 
ferent path —~ one that twice has 
nearly cost him his life. 

The former Soviet diplomat re- 
turned to his Caucasus home- 
land of Georgla in 1992. That 
onetime Sovict republic had be- 
come, in 1991, an independent 
nation on the Black Sea with a 
papulatlon of about 5.5 million, 
but independence had brought 
no happiness. Mr. Shevardnadze: 
proceedcd, painfully and against 
great opposition, to briny order. 
He disarmed the militias, the 
thugs and the mafia who had 
taken over the country, He ûover- 
saw the introduction of a denmıo- 
cratic constitution and, in the fall 
of 1995, won an honest cleclion 
fur president with 75 percent of 
the vote. He instltuted cconomic 
reforms that reversed Georgla’y 
descent into total poverty, 

Along the way, both as foreign 
minister and now as president, 
Mr. Shevardnadze accumulated 
more than his share of enemics. 
In Auguat 1995 he somehow 
survivecl an aşsassinatlon at- 
tempt when a bomb blew up be- 
neath hla car. Last week, riding 
in an armored Mercedes-Benz 
limousine that (he German gov- 
ernment donated after that last 
attack, tlhe Georgian president 
was targeted again. Assailants 
fired an hia motorcade with 
automatic weapons and antitank 
grenade launchers. Two of his 
bodyguards died, and four 
others were wounded, but Mir. 

Shevardnadze escaped unhurt, 

Georgia is in a part of the 
world where instability and eth- 
nic conflict remain tbe norm. It 
i8 also a reglon that attracts great 
interest because of its large olf 
and gaa deposita. Georgia itaelf 
is not blessed with aubstantial 
underground wealth, but it ia a 
Player in a huge struggle over 
the route that new pipelines wll 
take to bring Caspian Sea oil to 
market. Mr. Shevardnadze aug- 
gested that pipeline politlca may 
have played a role in this latest 
assassination attempt, 

Itis too soon to forın final 
judgmenta on auch speculation; - 
other theories, including the in- 
volvement of radical and dis- 
gruntled Chechen rebels, have 


.„ been put forward. It is not too 


soon, however, to take note of . 
Mr. Shevardnadze’s courage. “I 
will serve my.country however I 
can unt] the cend,” he sald after - 
the latest attack. We hope that 
will mean the end of his term, to 
be followed by a paaceful.retlre- 
ment, 2 %4 


interview with the weekly German 
news magazine Spiegel, the former 
head of Iraqi military intelligence, 
Wafik Samarai, claimed that his em- 
bassy in Bonn was the European 
purchasing hub for “materials and 
know-how." Dicl the German author- 
ities know? “They closed both 
eyes,” alleges the defector. 

In the end, nobody except per- 
haps the French will dare cross the 
United States, But this time, alliance 
loyally costs less than in 1991 wher 
ihe United States insisted that allies 
either dispalch their tanks ancl 
planes or pay tribule. This time, the 
United States is acling more like 
Gary Cooper's sheriff in High Noon, 
strangely diffidenıt and resigned to 
shooting it out by himsel. As a 
high-ranking Aınerican official put it 
recently: “I you don't join us, al 
least dûn't undermine us — and get 
out of the way." Most European 
allies will siınply get out of the way 
and wish the United States God- 
specd. Whiclı isnt necessarily bal. 

Napoleon once said: “Let me lave 
to fight againsl coalilions," meaning 
that the strong do better on their 
own. Demanding consensus, coali- 
tions are cumbersome — tending 
loward the lowest coımnon denoıni- 
nator, a5 was the case İn 199 when 
lhe Arabs — and in particular the 
Sauclis — stopped Stormin’ Norman 
Schwarzkopf from going ull {hus way 
lo Baglıclad. So Napreon had u 
point. If the United Slates and 
Britain achieve their goals, if they 
hit what needs lo be destroyed, if 
Saddam Hussein lucks laîl and lels 
lhe U.N. inspectors come back, 
then all's well that ends well. 

The French will have mlscalcu- 
lated, and blustery Boris Yeltsin will 
have been sobered up (metaphori- 
cally, at least). The Arabs in the 
street will burn American flags, but 
their masters will be quietly assess- 
ing how long Saddam Hussein wilt 
need to rebulid his military capabil- 
ity. And the rest of the world, seeing 
how America had done its dirty 
work, will count İts blessings. No- 
body is looking forward to anthrax 
i in Iraq.” 


Josef Joffe is editorlal page editor 
of the Suedddeutsche Zeltung In 
Munich and an assoclate of 
Harvard's Olin Institute for Strateglc 
Studies 


program at Marys Center, a non- 
profit clinic in Washington, D.C. 
While thelr birthrates are now 
highest, more Hispanic teenage 
mothers are. married than are black 
teenage mothers. ,But in both 
groups, the vast majority are unmar- 
riled — 67 percent among Hispanic 
teenagers .and ,95 percent among 
black teenagers. 1 
TJ. Mathews, a demographer at 
the statistics center and lead re- 
searcher on the atudy, argued that 
although Hispanics often are treated 
as a group, dramatic statistical differ- 
ences between Mexican Arnericang 
and other subgroups are important. . 
For example, just 8 percent of 
births to Cuban Americans in 1995 
were to teenagers, while the figuré 
was 24 percent for Puerto Ricans, 20 
percent for Mexican Americans and 
11 percent for Central and South 
Americans. For African Americans; 
the figure was 23 percent and for 
whites, 10 percent. . : . 
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Attack? Allies Say Yes, No, and Maybe 


world, 24 hours a day. And if you 
think in realpolitik terms, as the 
heirs of Cardinal Richelieu proudly 
proclaim they do, there are some 
nifty French gains to be culled from 


the aftermath. 
First, by standing up to American 
"imperialism," France, would-be 


conqueror of Egypt in the 1956 Suez 
War, would bask in the accolacles of 
the Arab world, Not bad, when you 
consider that Fraııce has always ried 
to regain a foothold in the Levant — 
where the United States has called 
the shots for (hree decades, 

Second, French neutrality with an 
anti-American edge would pile up a 
good number of [OUs in Baghdad, 
and these will come in handy when 
the sanctions are either lifted or bro- 
ken for good. Look for French oil 
companies like Elf to get the first 
concessions. Indeed, France's ef 
forts over the years to get the enı- 
bargo loosened may be directly tied 
to ils quest for a 
strategic posillon 
in the Persian 
Gulf's oil fields. 

Much the sane 
goes for the Rus- 
sians, whose pres- 


The US Is acting like 
Britain. Gary Cooper in High 


Paris pitch in with the American-led 
coalition, calculating that it was bet 
ter to be on the winning side. Now 
they have concluded that they can 
afford to sit this one out, 

The Germans, as usual, are in be- 
tween. Even if they wanted to go 
along, they dont have the right 
equipment. Though the Luftwaffe 
flies Tornado bombers like those of 
Britain's Royal Air Force, these are 
not mady yel for delivering earth 
penuelrators or tank-breaking sub- 
munitions. 

Bul last week, addressing U.S. 
Secretary of Defense William 
Colten and a bevy of insistent Amer- 
ican senators in Munich, Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl said the magic words: 
“Of course, America can count on 
our full political support" And, of 
course, U.S, Air Force units sta- 
tioned in Germany could be used 
for the air strikes against Iraq. So 
the response of Europe's Big Three 
lo America's pro- 
posed use of mıili- 
lary force is: 
“Yes” 


“No" (France) 


and "Co to it, vel Noon . . . resigned to 


be cheering (rom 


the sidelines" ٤ 1 ideut, Boris 
(Germany). shoot it out by himself Yelsin, in a 
Why the split? bizarre outbursl, 


has invoked the specter of "World 
War III" if the Uniled States hils 
Iraq. In part, (his reflects sheer frus- 
tration aboul tle ex-empire's imıpo- 
tence. But there is a dollop of goocl 
oll realpolitik here, too. The Rus- 
siaııs would clearly ike to see an 
tnd to Sadudanm-bashing and the 
sanctions because they might then 
be able to collect the billions that 
Iraq owes then for arms deliveriea 
in the 1980s. 

How about the Germans, neatly 
suspended between France and 
Britain? There is continuity here, 
loo — even after reunification and 
the end of the Cold War, As in the 
old days, Germany will not refuse a 
call from Washington when the 
chips are down, regardless of 
Franco-German friendship and 
European integration. Nor, presumr- 
ably, will Italy. 

In Germany's case, there may 
also be a guilty conscience at work, 
as German firms have always been 
fingered as key suppllera for Iraq's 
chemical and biological weapons 
program. Just this past week, İn an 


tabe o e UK ut | LiSPpAaÎC Teenage Pregnancies Rise 
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their homeland to give birth .a8 
teenagers, to have babies outside of 
marriage and to have babies with 
low birth weights. 2 
Counselors who work with preg: 
nant and sexually active Hispanic 
girls sali many become pregnant 
for the same reasons as white or 
African American girls: lack of infor. 
mation, desire for love and erbar 
rasament about using birth control. 
„ But they also cited a number of 
additional factors, including. a reluc- 
tance, to obtain abortions for reli 
gious reasong. Most Hispanics are 
Roman Catholic, and their daugh- 


terg grow .up with a strong taboo 


against abortion, even if they are 


sexually active. E 

"Once a Latino girl gets pregnant, 
I would say 98 percent do not see 
abortion as an option,” said Elida 
Vargas, who directs the adolescent 


One reason is "Made in the USA." 
The French have seen the signals 
coming out of Washington, as have 
many other Europeans. lt isn't just 
that Bill Clinton has been weakened 
by Zippergate; many can read tlie 
sııhtext of wobbliness thal accon1pa- 
nies the steely rhetoric of the “last 
remaining superpower.” There is a 
feeling that Clinton would rather not 
bomb, that he would be happy to 
see Saddam Hussein step back from 
the brink. 

This hesitancy — and Washing- 
ton's reluctance to call in its chit — 
is what allows distinclive national in- 
terests to come to the fore. Take the 
French, and assume that those F- 
117s and Tomahawk cruiue missiles 
do go into action — “bunker 
busters," selfguiding submunitions 
and all. 

The French evidently surmise 
that there will be an uproar in the 
streets of Araby, complete with lots 
of burning Uncle Sam effigies. And 
that CNN will diligently broadcast 
the images of dead children and 
destroyed shelters all around the 


The figures represent an impor- 
tant benchmark in teenage 
birthrates and provide more evi- 
dence that Hispanics, the nation's 
fastestgrowing minority group, 2 
creasingly are auffering from the 
problems that historically have 
plagued African‘Americans, În 1985, 
for example, the poverty rate among 
Hispanics was greater than the flg- 
ا ا ا‎ 
Hispanics also have higher outof 
wedlock birthrates than African 
Americans ard have the lowest 
rates of high school and college 
graduation. 1 

The new study, issued by the Na- 
tional Center for Health Statistics, 
also underscored what many find a 


troubling phenomenon in the irami- 


grant communlty: Hispanics born in 
the United States were more likely 
than Hispanics who moved from 
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not lost, though. Assuming yy 
have not nıade the maximum cey; : 
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The tax relief benefits lave shrurik 
in recent years, They only cover the 
first £30,000 of your loan, and relic 
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Wlal a change. During the Gulf 


om el O IT a Dl Warin 1991, if some European allies 
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gaina charges that can be a potential worry. All is 0 ior ا‎ n ك‎ he French and Brlli sh did they 
Britain over any four-year period, û || contributed at e frigate or two. 

though stnys can vary provided, || he Germans and the Japanese, cit 


ing lheir unsavory pasts, preferred 
to buy their way out — with billions 
uf dollars for the American war 
tity. The Soviets male a significant 
vonlribution just by doing nothing 
apart from frantic mediation), 
nther than siding with their olcl ally 
laq. 

This time, Europe has split along 
dussic lines — never mind its nıad 
dash toward monetary integration 
dnd all those sonorous commit- 
| ments to lhe "common" foreign and 
| #urity policy enshrined in the 


are not in Britain for nore than bê 
of any one tax year. You can dot 
cidental” parts of your joh in Bri 
such as reporting back to le 
office. But tax offices art ak 
suspicious where expats are 
cerned. 

The dates are crucial. lf youlea:! 
Britain on April 1, 1998 yon or 
only stay away uıılil April 7, 19%.) 
just over a year, to qualify as T': 
resident and not ordinarily ri 
dent", But if you 0 Mt: 
later, you ncedl to be away hr F n 
years, effectively. ا‎ Maastricht Treaty, 
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At the other extreme are the 
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french, who in balnıier days dis- 
costs money but ached General Lanet bo lep 
the price of going İmerica against a British 1yranl 


tamed George. But, then a8 tow, 


unprepared ls France's motives were not entirely 
selless, In the 18th century, the 
likely to be far ftach still held onto some signifi- 


more expensive danl real estate in North America, 
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atill has the potential to destroy his 
standing. Speaking with students at 
University last week, 
White House spokesman Michael 
McCurry acknowledged as much. 
“If It turns out what the president 
has said has not been fair and 
square with the American people, 
that has enormous implications." 

But McCurry went on to say that 
the stakes were equally high for 
those who've reported on the allega- 
tons: “TH it turns out that much of 
what has been reported in this envi 
ronment ends up being not true, the 
damage that’s been done to the in- 
stitution of the press itself. . , will be 
grievous.” 

Still, White House ailes express 
surprise at the public's forbearance 
so lar. One aide said that when the 
controversy first broke he predictecl 
that as long as Clinton's job approval 
rating did nat drop much below 50 
percent there would be no need for 
him to make any fundamenîial 
change in strategy. Some recent 
polls have placed Clinton nearly 30 
percentage points higher than that, 
leaving him free to assuıne an 
above-it-all pose. 

Last week offered a typical exanı- 
ple. On Wednesday ınorning Clinı- 
ton appeared in the Rose Garden to 
deliver favorable news from an eeo- 
noınic report and reiterate lis warn- 
ings that a military contlicl with [rac 
is imminent unless Baghdad gives 
free access tı U.N. weapuns insfitc- 
lors, But al the end of lhe renmiarks 
— when he usually woulcl stay 16 i- 
swer A few questions frond Fporluts 
— Clinlon quickly pivoted andl 
wnlkecl away. 

Plainly, the crisis atmosphere 
thal dominated the White House 
when the Lewinsky slory erupted 
lias eased greatly. News bricfings, 
which four weeks agû were jam: 
parked and carried five by the 
networks, have luinnecl out, ancl the 
daily round of questions and non 
answers has become a predictable 
routine. 

But even as Clinton's learn 
breathes somewhat easier, some 
aldes confessed they reınain watch- 
‘ful. Only Clinton and a small group 
of lawyers — Including White 
House counsel Charles FC. Ruff, 
ind private attorneys David [Kendall ' 
and Mickey Karıtor — are able to 
ask questions and learn new facts 
about Clinton's relationship with 
Lewinsky. 

' Thosê helping Clinton respond 
politically acknowledge that they 
are at the mercy of hew facts that 
emerge dally. “I don't think there's 
some kind of long-term road map," 


GUARD: 
February. 


In Death, | (Clinton Continues to Defy Gravity 


ters said it is "perfectly plausible" 
that Clinton nıight have heard thal 
Lewinsky was spreading [antasized 
stories about their relalonslip. 
Knowing that his reputation woulcl 
make nıany people inclined lo hu- 
lieve her, this person asserted, Clin- 
lon may have taken pains to muel 
with her last December and in- 
structed Jordan lo help her find 
work, 


O FAR, none of these exculpa- 
tory story lines has been ofr 


fered ûn anything like an 
official basis by the White House, 
But several advisers say that this is 
a matter of time, despite the prefer 
ence of Clinton lawyers that he stay 
silent aş long as possible. 
“Look, at some point he's going to 
have to tell his story and explain 


himself,” sald one Democrat who : 


consults frequently with the White 
House, 

The danger, several adivisers 
sald, is that new facts will emerge 
that Clinton could not explain inrio- 
cently, and would lead people" who 
have reserved judgment s0 far to 
conclude that he lied in his public 


denials or under oath. While some ' 


advisers think the public is willing 
to accept a measure of dishonesty 
on sexual matters, others sald they 


there is no legal bar to Clinton 
telling his story about Lewinsky. 
Already, among some White 
House staff ınembers and outsitle 
Democrats who consult with the 
White House, several of whom have 
spoken direcly with Clinton, there 
is open speculation about what one 
called an “alternate story line." This 
is a way that Clinton, when the time 
comes, can offer a benign explana- 
tion for the close relationship hé 
apparently enjoyed with Lewinsky, 
Under one scenario being flontecl 
by various Democrats close to the 
White House, Clinton could try to 
explain the highlevel altention thal 
Lewinsky got from Clinton and his 
close friend, Vernon E, Jordan Jr., 
by noting that Lewinsky was close 


to prominent fundraiser Walter | 


Kaye, and therefore merited speclal ` 
care, 

Under another scenario, which 
some Democrats said they have 
urged the president and his advis- 
eres to articulate, Clinton would stick 
by his story that there was no sex- i 
ual involvement with Lewinsky but 
acknowledge that he was wrong to 
get so close to her without under- 
standing that thelr relationship 
would be subject to question by out- 
sliders. 

One Democrat who consulta with 


..AND SOTE PRESIDENCY 
"VANISHED E I 


benefit of the doubt. But once Clin’ 
ton gives a story to Starr and 4A 
grand jury, there will be over 
whelming pressure for him to start 
giving some answers to the public, 
some advisers say, 

Su far, he has snubbecl such de- 
tailed questions as whetlıer and 
how often he met and callecl Lewis 
sky, gave her gifts, or discussed the 
affidavit she gave in the Paula Jones 
sexual harassment suit. 

“This is driven by public opinion, 
andl if that changes, the strategy will 
change," sald one Democrat whu 
speaks regularly with Clinton aides, 

Public opinion has already fig- 
ured critically in Clinton's response. 
Prior to last week's barrage by Clin- 
ton lawyers and various aldes about ' 
alleged leaks by Starr, White House 
aides were already in possession of 
data by presidential pollster Mark 
Penn showing overwhelming public 
sentiment for prosecuting Starr if it 
iş shown that he violated confiden- 
tinlity rules, according to Democra- 
tic sources. 

In a news conference this month, ' 
Clinton cited confidentially rules in ; 
explaining why ‘he couldn't answer ' 
questions about lus relationship 
with Lewinsky. Laşt week, White , 
House spokesman Joe Lockhart ac 
knowledged that, while there is 4a 


John F Harris 


RESIDENT Clinton, one of 
his advisers sald last week, is 

a little like the coyote in the 

old Roadrunner” cartoons, He has 
mced off the clifl — but managed 

fr 8 moment to keep running on 


air. 

The polnt, a8 this aide explained 
it, is that the coyote did plummet 
evenlually. Arid many other Clinton 
advisers, both inside and outside 
the White House, acknowledge they 
have the same fear. 

Among the Clinton inner circle 
here is widespread satisfaction — 
anıl no small amount of surprise — 
at how well the short-term strategy 
crafted by Clinton's lawyers and po- 
[tical team in the first days of the 
Manica Lewinsky controversy has 
succeeded. By turning away ques- 
tons, having his wife Hillary Rod- 
haıı Clinton and lieutenants attack 
Whitewater inclependent counsel 
Kenneth W. Starr, and continuing 
lls schedule as though all was nor- 
mal, Cnton is prospering politically 
during the gravest legal threat he 
has faced during his presidency, 

But many Clinton advisers ac- 
knowledge that their success in 
plowing through the frenziedl first 
days of the controversy dues not 
mean lhey have a long-term sirat- 
egy. Instead, these people say, 
Mite House damage control re- 
mains an improvisational, dlay-to-clay 

lair. 

Many advisers, who said they 
would share their views candidly 

ly on a notfor-attribution basis, 
ect the next critical moment to 
come when Starr seeks to hear from 
(nion directly about allegations 


hea ll he carried on a sexual relation- 


sip with the former White House 
ern and then urged her to lie 
0 3 
So fer, Starr has nût asked Clin- 
ln to give a deposition or appear 
before the grand jury that has been 
(| haring testlmony on the allege: 
tons, But several Clinton advisers 
inside and outside the White House 
Say they fully expect such a request 
possibly as early as this month — 
and that it ا‎ force Clinton to deal : 
wilh controversy In ways he has 
0 far avoided. 
AS practical’ matter, several ad- 
al said last week, there is little 
ce Clinton could refuse to ap. 
n Without antagonizing a public 
helo, to most polls, has 


Hero Shams 
His Country 


1 
ال س‎ 
Lee Hockstader In Tel Av 


[uEL always mourns ifs ا‎ 
warriors with a special ini 
Eu it wasn't the death of i 
rgeant Nikolai Rappaporl 
has shocked and shamed n 
since he was killed in | Lekenmt 
lier this month, It ta whal t 
learned about his life. 

Before he joined the amy! 
year, Rappaport, a culet, friend: 
year-old Russian immigrant sh; 
rivecl in Israel three years ago, 
witlı his father in a oneroomk: 
adjoining an auto parts depot u 
the city's old bus station. Thur 
no telephone, no proper wir 
and only a makeshift bed kû 
planks. A ramshackle court: 
patchily covered with corm! 
tin, İs strewn with refuse and sr. 
with ncighbors' laundry. 

Afler Rappaport was killed t 
Hezbollah guerrilla ambush, tx 
lapidated shack in one of Tel 
oldest and shabbiest neg 
houlis was splashed ove . 
evening news andl into Pro: 
Israelis' living roon1s, 

"We stand here embarrass: 
we (lidn't see, dlidn't hear, dill 
andl didn't knuw how (lifficultii 
for your family,” Tova Naybery.l, 
paport's Hebrew teacher, sil: 
memorial service for him last” 
Outside Rappaport's Give Biy- 
she was one of the few Israels’) 
attenclecl the service. 

"Among Ihose who pald tril 
Nikolai Rappaport, nobody "| 
knew the truth about his lilt’, 
the newspaper Maariv. 


here one caut die like a hero arl’ 
like a dog.” 

President Ezer Welzmen, £ 
appearecl genıuinely stunned Fj 
be visited the bome lo e) | keh 
respects tO Rappaport's 
sisler, said: “It js a pily wek 
came to this polut, where 4 
of a fighter in the Israel 
Forces is living i in such ia 
conditions.” 1 

Russian, Ukrainian and e 
Asian immigrants il 8 
Shapira nelghborhioqtl in s0, 
“Tel Aviv sald if larael rel) 
wanted to know about i 
problems, they could have! 

“As long as nothing ap 
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AI Sharpton: unapologetic 


he iş treated as a standing member 
of the political establishment, The 
former mayor, David Dinkins, was 
one of those who urged Sharpton to 
run for Congress, Jesse Jackson is 
Sharpton's friend and defender. No 
one, it seems, is willing to hold him 
accountable for the unconscionable 
defamation of a man on tittle more 
than his race, On the contrary, to 
many people that makes him a hero. 

The Tawana Brawley case is the 
personification of American racisın 
come full circle. She cried “white” 
where her predecessors lad cried 
“black", and Al Sharpton, having 
heard the cry, organized a mûdern- 
day lynching. He ought to be aına- 
thenıa for what he did. Instead lıe'll 
just liken himself to some other 
hero — and keep on talking until, 
maybe by accident, he tells the 
truth. 


18 be Vasjington Post /U. S., INTERNATIONAL 
Racism Comes Full Circle 


lessness — a history Sharpton 
knows well, 

But by 1987 this experience had 
been turned on its head. Even Braw- 
ley, a mere teenager, knew that she 
could exonerate herself with an ap- 
peal to racism, In fact, she did what 
countless white women had done in 
Jim Crow days — blame some un- 
fortunate man of the other race for 
the sexual sins of someone else. In 
the bogus cause of “white woman- 
hood," the Ku Klux Klan lynched 
many a black man. 

Brawley — with the help of 
Sharpton — attempted something 
similar. It did not seem to matter to 
either of them that Pagones was in- 
nocent, It mattered only that he was 
white — and, at the time, a county 
prosecutor, What Sharpton did not 
count on was that this man would, 
steadfastly, assert his innocence 
and ask for his own day in court. 
Steven Pagones has both patience 
antl guts, And Sharpton not a shred 
of common dlecency. 

Hiş lies about the man, his inane 
refusal even to concede that Braw- 
ley concocted lier story, makes his 
selfcomparison to Martin luther 
King pretty close to revolting, King 
lad enormous physical and intellec- 
tual courage, but Sharpton cannot 
even bring himself to utter an apo- 
logy. King made history. Sharpton 
tries only for the nightly news. 

What's worse, no apology is de- 
manded of him, In New York City, 


1987 alleged rape and abduction of 
‘Tawana Brawley, then 15 years old 
and precociously gifted as a story 
teller. 

Brawley’s tale was both vivid and 
horrifying but it lacked, it turned 
out, a shred of truth. A grand jury 
concluded she had made the whole 
thing up. It seems she had been 
away from home and feared a beat- 
ing. 
Since those days, Brawley has re- 
ceded into obscurity but Sharpton, 
has inched his way toward political 
respectability. He ran in the New 
York City Democratic mayoralty pr 
mary, nearly beating the winner — 
and general election loser — Ruth 
Messinger. He may now run for 
Congress, where a loose tongue and 
a disregard for the facts seem, along 
with U.S. citizenship, a requirement 
of office, Sharpton himself sald orl 
the witness stand that Pagones' suit 
has confirmed his “growing status." 

Tf he is referring to demagoguery 
then he is, manifestly, right. After 
all, this suit and the original Braw- 
ley case are rooted in an ugly 
racism for which Sharpton is an 
unapologetic practitioner. Mayhe, 
there was a time when he truly 
believed that a group of white men, 
some of them law enforcement 
officers, had abducted a black girl 
and raped her since, in the past, that 
sort of thing had lıappened, For 
much of American history the black 
experience lias been of power- 


Richard Cohen reflects 
on a defamation trial 
with a strong raclal twist 


N MULTIPLE days of testifying 
at the defamation trial arising 
out of the Tawana Brawley case, 

the Rev, Al Sharpton has likened 

himself to Martin Luther King, corn- 
pared himself to Aram Clayton 


Powell and suggested that his per- j' 


secution of an innocent man for a 
crime no one committed anyway is 
yet another battle in the on-going 
civil rights revolution, Sharpton has 
lost a lot of weight since he first 
came to prominence but not, it 
‘seems, his nbility to take any issue 
and plunk it straight into the gutter. 
As history, his testimony is blas- 
phemy. As theater, it's farce. As a 
courtroom tactic, however, it might 
work, since — as we lave learned 
— something unaccountable hap- 
pens to ordinary people when they 
become jurors. Whatever the out- 
come in the slander quit against 
Sharpton and others, though, the 
good reverend has provided us all 
with a lesson in racism. Sharpton ls 
both victim and perpetrator. 
Sharpton's tasteless identity crisis 
— "f thhk Martin Luther King 
faced a defamation suit” — comes in 
a defamation suit of his own, He is 
one of the targets İn an action 
brought by Steven Pagones, one of 
the men Sharpton named in the 


Militias Take 
Revenge on 
Ousted Junta 


James Rupert In Freatown 


TERRA LEONEAN militias back- 
ing the civilian president took 
over two provincîal capitals last Sun- 


day and, with local residents, began 
lynching people who had backed 


the military government ousted last 
week. The forces of the ousted junta 
appeared to be collapsing and flee’ 


ing into rural areas. 


Thousands of Nilgerlan troops, 
who forced the junta ‘fronı power 
last week after a nine-day battle for 
Freetown, consolidated their hold 
on the capital. They restored thé 
radio station and 


government 


اس 


ple pay absolutely ' n0 glen 


the White House on political mat- | fear that conclusive proof ûf lying Î aaid one Clinton political aide. 


broadcast warnings that looters — ga örder in the Palla Jones case, , 


who have struck stores and ware- 
houses in recent days —~ would be 


us," sald Nikolai a ا‎ gly’ given Clinton the 
sian construction work 


Sierra Leoneana fleeing the fighting in Freetowd arrive in the Gilnean capital Conakry 1 last week 


twenties who hasn't worked ا‎ 
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Bartlett School af Architecture, Butiding, 
Environmental Design and Planning 


Professors of Urban Planning 


The Bartlett In UCL is the UK's leading centre for the educatlon of 
profeasionals and multi-discipllnary research In the built environment. 
It has a 6Ã raling in research and ls by far the largest research centre ln 
ita field inthe UK, Ita teaching is rated ‘excellent’ across all fields. 
The UCL Chair of Planning within the Bartlett has historically been the 
UK's premder chair, occupled In the past by leading planners including 
Abercrombie, Holford, Llewelyn-Davles and, currently, by Peter Hall 
UCL ls now restructuring its planning acilvities to adress tha needs of 
ihe 21st century in tho Hight of government policy, wilh two now 
professurlal appointments. The first wlll be primarily responsible for 
Inking planning research into the large complex of mlti-disclpllnary 
urban research ihat now êxists In the Bartlett and UCL, The second will 
help to davelop planning educatlan in the Bartlett, using all of the 
research and prscticebased resources ial exist in and around the UCL 
campus. 
The new profesaora will be driven by the need to bring the analytic skills 
in which plinning has increasingly specialised to bear on lhe design and 
management of the bullt environment. They should understand the 
dynamics of cities, ba deslgn llterate and be able to bridge the concerns 
that have developed between planning rescarch and wil] be expected to 
work with and take full advantage of UCL's many urban related research 
cenîras, A key aspect of lhe restructuring will be to span tha dlvida that 
has grown up between planning and architecture. 
New Initiatives, in which the new professors will play a leading role, will 
geek to develop a programme of planning edıurcatlan and research that 
explolts and develops the unlque strengths of ‘ihe Bartlett’ as a single 
achool and Faculty of the Bullt Environment. Current lnltiatives Include a 
new Masters Degree course In Urban Design and Regeneration, lnvolving 
both the Bartlett School of Architecture and ita School of Graduale 
Studleg, which seeks to combine analylc Hgour Ii lhe understanding of 
cities with creative (lalr in designing them, and a programme in [nner City 
Regenerallon. These courses will seek to reproduce in lhe unlverslty the 
synthesis of design and research disciplines that marka the best ‘real 
world’ prajects, and which has not so far made its full lInpact on education 
for built environment professionals This project orlentated work wil 
encourage a more creative part ln ‘real world’ planning and urban design 
initiativen, as well as a more pro-active role in the management and 
cantrol of development. 
Informal enqulrles may be made to Professor Fatrick O'Sullivan, lead of 
the Barllett, Unlserslty College London, Gower Street, London WC1E 
BBT, UK. Telephone: + 44 {0)171 380 7603, fax: + 44 (0}171 380 7453, 
emall: p.o'sulllvan@uclac.uk 
Applications Including a full CV (tan copies for UK candldatea, one capy 
for overseas candidates) and detalls of ihree referees including at least 
one from overseas) should be addressed to the Provost, University 
College London, Cower Street, London WCIE BT, UK. 
The closing date for recelpt of applications ls Friday û March L988. 
Salaries are negotiable within the professorial range. 
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ES. the Insitute for the lulemational Educatlon of Students, a prestlgfous 
md xsdemically rigorous U.S. based foreign study institution with 20 
eres programmes İn Europe, Asia, und Latin America, is seeking a 
Diecuir for is Swudly Ceniro in London, The IES London programme, 

in I973, enrolls berween 80 and 100 sludenls per semester anid 

Courses İn a variely of fiells with particular emphasis on 

temationa! uudies, Intemational business, English IRerslure, and lho 
alse and performing arts. The programme also offers studonts ihe 
Fonunily lo enroll part-time in a number of University of London 

and other Instltvtiorns and fo work Ir internships In business, 
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freely of tlıat bell buoy as a 

Not until after I had ny ا‎ 
English from New York Unies 
and a masters degree from Cul; 
bia and after a year more in Egit) 
at Oxford on a Fulbright ml 
ship and lwo years teaching Engh: 
at Pennsylvania State Univer 
then a college, were my fa 
opened upon meeting my fie: 
Marvin Green, who then was 
art work for slide shows al û ta; 
when Î was commissioning somez 
û writer in the promotion dept 
ment of Time magazine and x 
harl loved sailing since a chi 1. 
letters ‘buoy’ were not pronoun’ 
‘boy’ as in buoyant but more pr; 
erly boo-ey,’ as in no other Eng 
word I know of. i laughed seomiš: 
the first time I heard him ssy ita 
thought he was crazy. Of cours] 
rushed to a dictionary to chek} 
still sounds better my way.” 

You can take the boy oul: 
Coney Island but you cant tk 
Coney Island out of the boy. Mz; 
other places aııd experiences wr) 
central to Heller's life, and he wri 
about them to varying degrees 
this book: the war, his educalion::1 
the G.I. Bill, his marriage, his r 
ous jobs — in particular the one: 
Time out of whicl emerged his s& 
und novel, Sonrething Happened 
and his literary apprenticeship. Ê 
Coney Island was (he core, the 
solute center. Going back there: 
him is a joy. 


published in 1987, Thornton «i 
plored the grief ancl sadness 
clrama nf what happened but 
une İngretlienl: magic. His ui 
character had the power t “ 
where the disappeared were & 
what had been dune to them 
book had an odd discrepancy 
tween Ihe fate of the charac 
which was part of recent list 
and still full of unresolved pain. £ 
the plat, which was fantastic and!" 
me At least, not very credible. 
Thornton's new novel is @” 
precise and sticks more 
what is likely or possible, 
ihough the boys’ 

lacales them by using a mel 
Thurnton ably depicts an army fi 
eral, a man who adores his A 
und his caged birds but who 
dceply involved In the dirty 
responsible for handing over TOM) Fiennen, and ا‎ 
and Manfredo to their neW 


We get a vivid picture of the ge d 
mother's deterınination #5 °. 

slowly makes her way to the ا‎ 
house to take them away fro 


up. The journey back to 


teenagers is superbly d€ 
‘Thereafter, the focus is OR 
ents, who have lost their chi 
and may face prison, An, 
while, on the boys themselves. 
This is fascinating sS : 
the Iranscripts of the tial e 
yield infinite dramatic nıomenîs e 
a writer to explore. But ihe 8 
falls apart as it focuses O 
ther's efforts to enatch the 0% 
second time. The boys 
fade from the main bol. ss 
novel just as thelr new i 
and thus the momentum & 
story islos  . ا‎ 
Although Thornton 1S و‎ 


for wark in 
400+ vacancies each inu 


text, than „a work of 
which used real stories, ¥ 


childhood at Coney Island as sone- 
thing unique, precious and wonder- 
ful, Heller does little to disabuse us 
of that notion. The picture he paints 
is of a close, happy, almost Edenic 
— if ane can imagine that ward ap- 
plied to any aspect of New York City 
— comaunity, a way station be- 
tween ethnic distinctiveness and as- 
similation into the American 
mainstream, where children inher- 
ited and respected the traditions 
their parents brought to this coun- 
try even as they learned to be Anıer- 
icans themselves. But there were 
many other such conımunities, inı 
New York and elsewhere. What 
made this one so uncommon was 
that it existed smack in the middle 
of a place that to most other New 
Yorkers — except those sufficiently 
privileged to inhabit the shores of 
Long island or the Hudson River — 
seemed a fairyland. 

Heller tells mauay funny, vivid sto- 
ries about the pranks he and his 
friends played, the explorations 
they undertook in the amusement 
parks, the adventures they had be- 
sile and in the water. In one pas- 
sage he manages to convey all of 
this to the reader while at the sanıe 
time leaving no doubt 1s to the last- 
ing effect of those years on his own 
life. The passage is about a coınpeti- 
tion among the boys ta swim to a 
buoy about a quarter-mile offshore, 
and ents as follows: “All ùf us in our 
innocence and ignaratce spoke 


Missing in Argentina 


Colm Tolbin 


TALES FROM THE BLUE ARCHIVES 
By Lawrence Thornton 
ODoubladay. 272 pp. $22.95 


N MAY 1985 ir Buenos Aires, ûs 

the trial continued of the generals 
who had fought the Falkliıncls War 
and overseen the disappearance of 
many thousands of people, crowds 
queued to sce a film called La Histo- 
ria Oficial, for which Argentine ac- 
iress Norma Aleandre had won a 
Best Actress award in Cannes, The 
film told the story of a history 
teacher and her husband who had a 
beautiful child, given 1o them after 
belg stolen by the security forces 
from a leftwing couple who hal dis- 
appeared. The central dramalic nıo- 
ment in the film occurred when lhe 
child's grandmother discovered 
where the child was aud wantecl it 
back. 

For those of us attending the trial 
and listening to harrowing stories of 
torture and murder, it was a useful 
reminder that the trial wold nol be 
the end of things, that all over Ar- 
gentina there were children being 
brought up by people who had ob- 
tained thenı illegally. 

in lawrence Thornton's third 
novel about the dirty war and its 
aftermath, Tales From The Blue 
Archives, Manfredo and Tomas are 
also being brought up by loving par- 
ents and are also being sought by 
their grandmother. 

What happened in Argentina in 
the late 19703 and early 1980s is im- 
measely dramatic. Nobady under- 
stood what was occurring all around 
them. People phoned the police in 
search of loved ones, not realizing 
that the securlty forces were the 
kidnappers, People were held and 
tortured; many werè drugged and 
thrown into the sea. Families went 
on believing that their loved ones 
would turn up. All of this was docu 
mented . first by a commission 
headed by the novelist Ernesto 
Sabato, and then by the trial itself. 

In his novel Imaginiig Argentina, 


our needs and our material wants. 
Our expectations, while varying 
considerably, were disciplined. We 
did not want what we could not 
hope to have, and we were not made 
bitter or envious by knowing of peo- 
ple who had much more. The occa- 
sional neighborhood communist 
proselytizer got nowhere with us, 
Neither, I must record, did the dedi 
cated anticommunist ideologue, not 
then or later, We worked at what we 
could because we never doubted we 
had to work, and we felt fortunate 
indeed that we could find work," 
They also found plenty of play. 
Coney Island had passed its heyday 
by the 1920s — though it was bright 
and glorious by contrast with the 
sad, dilapidated condition it now en- 
dures — but the two famous old 
amusement parks, bina and 
Steeplechase, were still in business, 
and the beach was eternally invit- 
ing. It was simultaneously a resort 
and a neighborhood. “Even at this 
late date," Heller writes, “people I 
meet with a large stock of memories 
of visits to Coney Island still express 
surprise upon hearing that I grew 
up there, that families lived there, 
and still do, and that children were 
brought up there, and still are.” 
Indeed it is hard, at least if one is 
of a certain age, not to think of a 


Nixon: He damaged the nation 
actively as president 


of (hern — Pierce, Buchanan and 
Johnson — are on the list because 
they were Southern sympathizers in 
addition to being inept, and so 
either fed the fire of secession or 
stood in the way of Reconstruction 
and betterment for blacks. 

If the story has a moral, it is that 
"America can survive, anl make 
progress, even with bad presi- 
dents." We have confidence that our 
system is tao stroug to stand or fall 
by the doings of one person. For- 
eigners sometimes wonder why 
Americans seem to prefer lacklus- 
ter, even dumb men to occupy the 
highest office in the land, Is it sinı- 
ply poor judgment or the famous 
American anti-intellectualism? Per- 
haps our taste, for mediocrities de- 
rives at least partly from a healthy 
impulse: a democratic skepticism of 
the man on the white horse, a suspi- 


cion that too much talent and too - 


many big ideas can lead to trouble, 


20 he Wastingtm ost /BOOKS 
Boyhood on the Boardwalk 


private dramas, including a well- 
dacumented slege of Guillain-Barre 
syndrome and a long marriage that 
contained nııch happiness but 
ended in prolonged rancor. 

But it is clear now that the most 
important story Heller has to tell 
about himself is that of his boyhood 
in Couey Island during the 1920s 
and 1930s. 

Heller, who is now in his early 
seventies, lived with his widowed 
mother and his brother and sister 
— many years later he learned that 
they were actually his halfsiblings 
from a previous marriage of their 
father's — in a four-room apartment 
in Coney Island, a "safe, insular and 
secure” neighborhood in the 
famous old Brooklyn resort, a place 
where “Î never heard of a rape, an 
assault or an armed robbery.” 

Tlie residents were Italians or, in 
Heller's little corner of the world, 
Jews. They had little money, but 
they came into the world with the 
expectation life would be hard, and 
they taught themselves to enjoy 
such pleasures and satisfactions as 
it offered them: "Looking back, I 
find it something of a miracle that 
fron such a beginning tle four of us 
in my family separately and inde- 
pendently eventually found our- 
selves with enough money to satisfy 


Jonathan Yardley 


NOW AND THEN 

From Coney Island to Here 
By Joseph Heller 

Knopf. 259 pp. $24 


EOPLE curious about the 
connections between Catch- 

22 and the Iife of its author 
will find a few tantalizing tidbits in 
Now And Then, Joseph Heller's 
memoir, but mainly this is a book 
about his boyhood in Coney Island. 
As suclı it is lovely, the best writing 
Heller has done since the novel that 
made him famous, a richly evocative 
account of a vanished place and way 
of fe, Now Andi Then is funny, 
albeit in a subdued rather than 
uproariaus way, and it is touching 
without ever being ımaudlin. 

Uniike šo many of today's callow 
and selfinlatuated meımoirists 
Heller’ has lived a real life, full of in- 
citlent and occasion, and has a real 
story to tell. In Catch-22, this book 
makes clear, he told one İinıportant 
part of his story — certainly the 
most dramatic part — disguised as 
fiction, in his bitterly sardonic nar- 
rative about how Air Force bom- 
bardiers coped with the terror and 
lunacy of warfare. As he inclicates 
here, there have been other, more 


When Mediocrity Rises 


tures an epilogue on the two “most 
overrate(l" presidents, Kennedy and 
Jefferson). As a former Senate 
staffer and Baltimore Sun reporter, 
Miller has good horse sense about 
the game of politics, but what stands 
out are his anecdotes, most of them 
humorous or just plain bizarre. The 
absurditieş really pile up here, what 
with the 354b. Taft getting stuck in 
the White House bathtub, Harrison 
being elected by paid "repeaters" 
who literally voted early and often, 
Coolidge setting off the White 
House alarms and then hiding be- 
lıinıd a curtain to see his staff scram- 
ble, and Andy Johnson drunkenly 
shouting, “I aın a plebeian!" at his 
inauguration. Warren Harding grop- 
ing one of hig many mistresses in a 
five-foot-square closet, Jimmy 
Carter giving a wan “fireside chal” 
on TV while the log in the fireplace 
“perversely sputters out”, and, of 
course, the Checkers speech. 
Miller revels in epithets and ir 
vective and usually pulls them off 
While it matters little to history that 
Taft wore size 54 pajamas or that 
Harrison looked like a “medieval 
gnome”, it is all perfectly legitimate 
grist for the satire mill. Occasion- 
ally, however, Miller indulges in a 
cheap shot or two, and manages to 
do a real disservice to Grant, who 
comes across as a borderline illitet- 
ate. Far from it, the general lias a 
serious claim to be the best writer 
ever to inhabit the White House, His 
Personal Memoirs is an objective, 
still useful sindy of the Civil War. 
Behind all the cracks lies a real 
seriousness of purpose, and Miller's 
basic criterion for inclusion in lis 
list is: "How badly did they damage 
the nation they were supposed to 
serve?" Nixon damaged the nation 
actively, by subverting the constitu 
tion antl undermining our faith in 
our very Systen of government. 
Most of the worst presidents took 
their toll more passively, by being 
weak and vacillating, creating an at 
mosphere friendly to corruption or 


even, in the case of Coolidge, doing 


absolutely nothing. Notably, three 


John Dorfman 


STAR-SPANGLED MEN 
America's Tan Worst Presidents 
By Nathan Miler 

Serlner. 272pp. $23 


VERYONE professes to want 

the best, and yet the worst has 
iis ovum undeniable appeal. It satis- 
fles our voyeuristic desires, our 
craving to know just how bad a 
thing can get. The worst gives us a 
feeling of superiority, even a kind of 
moral thrill. For an American histo- 
rian, studying the worst presidents 
must be a joy akin to rubbernecking 
for the layman. Nathan Miller, a 
popular historian who has written 
biographies of both Theodore and 
Franklin Roosevelt — two of our 
best presidenis — has now turned 
his attention to the real lemons, and 
evidently enjoyed himself inv 
mensely while doing so. 

The first ranking of U.S. presi- 

dents was compiled in 1948 by the 
redoubtable Arthur M, Schlesinger 
Sr., who polled 55 of his most distin- 
guished colleagues. He and his son 
Arthur Jr., updated that list several 
times over the past five decades, 
sticking to the consensus method. 
Miller advertises his list as “purely 
subjective," although he claims a 
certain objectivity for his subjectiv- 
ity by noting that in 13 presidential 
elections, he has voted for seven 
Democrats, four Republicans, and 
two third-party candidates, and that 
two of the presidents le voted for 
are on his list, In ascending order of 
haduess, that list is as follows: 
Jinımy Carter, William Howard Taft, 
Benjamin Harrison, Calvin Coolidge, 
Ulysses S. Grant, Andrew Jolırnson, 
Franklin Pierce, James Buchanan, 
Warren G. Harding, and Richard 
Nixon. And if Bill Clinton continues 
ona lıis present trajectory, he bids 
fair to make the cut in time for the 
paperback, 

The book allots one chapter to 
each president, cataloguing his 
blunders and chronicling his rise 
from deserved obscurity (it also fea- 
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A revolution 
remembered 


Jon Henley in Paris 


T MARKED, said the novelist Vic- 

tor Hugo, "a vigorous hatred of an- 
archy, a tender and profound love 
far the people". 

Thirty years after the student 
worker uprisings of 1968 ard nore 
than two centuries since the storm- 
ing of the Bastille, France this 
month is again showing its respect 
for revolt. 

But Hugo's words, on a signed 
porirait that is part of an exhibition 
in the national assembly's gilcled 
Galerie des Fêtes, mark the anuiver- 
sary of a different revolution, 

‘The events of 1848 are often over 
shadowed by the uprising that saw 
Louis XVI guillotinecl and lhe Rights 
of Man declared, half a century 
earlier. But opening the exhibition 
last week, Laurent Fabius, the 
Speaker of the French parliament, 
cleseribed 1848 as "one of our (lefin- 
ing moments", 

Although it lasted only until 1851, 
when Louis Napoleon slaged iı con} 


lished fundamental moclern reforms. 
For the firsl time the entire male 
population of a major state was quali 
ficl to vote. The deall penalty was 


ery was abolished iı lhe colonits, 
the fighl lo work was prorliimed 
and a limit sel to thé working dily’ 

The uprising Lriggorud prntesls 
and street ballles in Grurmany, 
Switzerland, Austria, Hungary aml 
Italy, in what became known as lhe 
“Springtime of the People". 

The exhibition will travel later this 
year to Turin, Prangine in Switzcr- 
land, and Nurrınberg. 

The revolution il celebrates 
began peaccably enough. As part of 
a cımpaign for electoral reform, lib- 
eral and moderate republican fig- 
ures organised a series of open-air 
feasts to circumvent laws against 
politica! meetings. Their campaign 
was due to cıtlıninate Ir a mass ban- 
quet in Paris, but an anxious King 
Louis-Philippe banned it. 

On February 23, 1848, troops 


guarding the foreign ministry on 
tlıe Boulevard des Capuııcines fired 
on A crowd protesting at the ban. 
Within hours some 1,500 barricades 
had been thrown up in the warking- 
class quartiers, 


It was over very quickly. The kii 


king 
abdicated and fled to England. The 
Second Republic, headed by a provi- 


d'ftaf, the Second Republic estab 


abolished for political crimes, slaw 


r 


Scenes from Amistad (above) and Michael Collins (below) 


(illm-makers should merely be con- 
cerned with getting the facts 
straighi may be inimical to art, buıt 
il's ane that has provecl remarkiıbly 
efflive for conservative crilics 
seeking to take apart liberal or left- 
wing hislorical movivs, Pull the 
thread of a minor factual farts pas, 
and the whole edifice falls apart. 

"I like it when a movie-maker has 
an angle and it's nıacle perfectly 
clear, A filnı shoulcln't just confirnı 
otir prejtuıdices, it should test us in a 
way,” says Wool. 

Schama argues tlıal Amislacl fails 
1o test us for exactly this reason — 
because if plays to our prejudices. 
Tle protagonists have views and 
even speech patterns very Hike ours 
today, andl Schama despairs at Spiel- 
berg’ inability to admit “the ollhıer- 
ness of the past, its obstinate 
unfamiliı the integrity of ils re- 
moteness”. Instead, he says, the film 
nose-dives into ancestor-worship by 
making those ancestors too like us. 
Sclıama has a point Many flm- 
makers don't even attempt to distin- 
gulsh past from present. Indeed, 
they try to convirıce us the past is the 
present because they believe that's 
the only way they can get an audi 
ence interested. In james Cameron's 
Titanic, Kate Winslet gives a Nosey 
Parker the finger — historically daft, 


respoasibiliies of film-makers. In 
the same week, Reversal Of Forlıınc, 
the film about Claus von Bulow, 
came oui andl they completely forgol 
to mention {lat il was a real event, 
wilh real people speaking words tey 
never spuke in rooms that they had 
never been in — contplelely confi 
ing fact and fetion. But because {hey 
had no political quarrel with it, they 
didn't mention it. So there's a hiclclen 
agenda in ihe way people discuss 
historical recreations.” 

But the factual sniping can prove 
very destructive lo film-makers. Neil 
Jordan, for one. "I don't think TIl 
make another historical film, not 
after Michael Collins [his biopic of 
the Irish republican hero|,” he says, 
“Even before the film was made, 
there were quotes from lıistorlans — 
with their own agendas of course — 
saying it was a despicable «listortion.” 

For Michael Wood, Professor of 
English at Princeton and the author 
of America In The Movies, accu 
racy, obviously never sufficient for 
great art, may not even be neces- 
sary or desirable. He says: “If some- 
thing is inaccurate, one should ask 
what's the effect of the inaccuracy. 
Smaller inaccuracies can serve 
larger truths. Clearly its good to get 
things right, but people who com- 
plain about inaccuracies normally 


Arehistorlcal epics such as Amistad dishonest, or do 
they convey human truths that text books cannot? 
stuart Jeffrles and SImon Hattenstone report 


Slaves to the past 


HE HISTORIANS are shar]- 
ening their quills. Academic 
1 bile is fying in all directions. 
newspaper columnists are ran- 
ا‎ the good ship Amistad. 
We've seen it plenty of times before. 
Infact, we see it every time a histor- 
teal ilmis made. 

From DW Griffith's 1916 movie 
Intolerance, through Gone With 
The Wind to Oliver Stone's febrile 
listorical narratives right up to Dis- 
uey's daliances with Hercules ancl 
Pocahontas, movies, especially Hol- 
wood movles, have been portrayed 

dÎ ssunreliable guides tû the past. 

Amistad, the new Steven Spiel- 
REL E PORE r RL, r 1 || berg film, is about a mutiny of 

On reflection . . . the Kagyu Snamye Ling Tibetan Centre in Eskdalemuir, Dumfries Afican slaves on the eponymous 


dra erentunlly Captured bY a 
Fugitives from the modern 1 1 
world find guide to sanctuary 


American naval ship off Connecticut 
the days when it was just little 


and mawkishly manipulating its 
rhetoric, but by creating a compos- 
ite anti-slavery campaigner, played 
by Morgan Freeman, and by select- 
ing some aspects fron the Amistad 
story and ignoring others. The 
question surely is, are such deci- 
sions justified? 

Movies to do with slavery are 
only slightly more common than 
hens' teeth, and so A good one would 
be a wonderful and perhaps edifying 
thing. After all, as a Washington Post 
editorial suggested: “Like it or not, 
more and more Americans learn 
much of their history from movies 
and television . . . These images 
form our collective iınages of times 
past .. . Amistad is introducing mil- 
lions to a powerful chapter that was 
not taught in most classrooms." 

The film has been accompanied 
by a study guide that has been dis- 
tributed fo US high achools. This 
proved too nıuch for some histori- 
ans. Columbia professor Eric Foner, 
writing in the New York Times, for 


the opportunity to do it mate 
creatively is new,” said Paddy 
Lane of the National Retreat 
Association in London, 
Despite the rellglous overton4| 
Lane points out that few retresls 
demand that their guests holdin 


and the Africans inıprisoned. Their 
demand to he freed and returned to 
their homelancls subsequently went 
through three trials, culminating in 


ahearing at the Sı Court. 
Ruaridh NIcoll hearing at the Supreme Cou 


Id di articular beliefs, The polntlsre || The historian Simon Schama, | example, angrily condemned the in-‏ 1 ا 
ntlon and inner reflection. Û ailing in (he New Yorker, takes formation heing supplied to‏ ا "HE church, long accused of E dy e bd:‏ 
belng behind the times, is “We invite guests to join in as “You know you can letgoa jl Witberg to task for misunder- Î schoolkids: “The stucly gııicle erases‏ 


"anding what the Amistad incident | the distinction between fact and fab- 
rication, urging students, for ecxnm- 
ple, to stuıcly the film's cumposite 
character [tle Morgan Freenıan 
character| rather than real African- 
Americans on whom he is based." 
He added: “The learning kit 


Tring you 48 500 j 
O hd ypu Û | s sctually about. The climactic 
you go on holiday it can take | ment of the film comes when 
days to unwind.” thony Hopkins, as ex-presidenl 

‘The retreats are usually ve |" Quincy Aclams, tells the 
simple; luxury has never bern Srente Court: “We have come to 
part of the monastic life. Ties ıdersland that who we are is wlio 


ınuch of the monastic life as they 
want," said Brother Stuart, "lt 
can be terribly intrusive for us, 
especially when we have groups 
of clergy, but often it aclds im- 
measurably to life here.” 

The third Good Retreat Guide 


now finding itself back in fash- 
ion, besieged by people tlred of 
the endless bustle of modern life. 
Anew edition of the Good 
Retreat Guide was publialıed in 
Britain this month, its bulk dedi- 
cated to aiding the spiritually 


n jt back in touch with | sts more than 400 retreats are also very cheap, usualy |l™ ere." A trumpet sounds over | clnints that the Supreme Court's cle 
he 1 ا ا‎ of across Britain, Ireland, France coming in at under $50 anl ا‎ and in the United | cision to free the Africans aboard 
monasteries, abbeys and temples. | and Spain. Guests also tend to be a wi e . AS Schama says, |j the Amistad was a turning point in 

Iti not just the churches The guide's author, Stafford | bunch. Brother Stuart saldore | ®5 around the theatre swell | the struggle to end slavery in the 
which are benefiting. There are | Whiteaker, said he thought the of the strangest combinations ti i . For Adams's appeal | United States’. The truth is that the 
New Age retreats dedicated to demand — which he eatimates | has seen was a high court ju ا‎ Founding Fathers’ | Amistad case revolved around tlie 
finding one’s inner child and has doubled in the past five u policeman and A newly | 2 liberty ancl equalily Atlantic slave trade — outlawed by 
Celtic spiritualism. Sanctuaries j years — was due to the retreats released criminal all talking international treaty long before 1840 


| a clinching argument about 


5 8 — and had nothing to do with slav- 
iy of treating the Africans 


ery in this country. In the study 


each other after a meal. 


“answering a need”. He added: 
n Christy Casley, who helps 


“People have the house, the re- 


are hooked up across the coun- 
try. “Something is stirring," said 


t, of the Pri f lationship, the job but th : run the non-rellgious sor free men, this makes no | guide, students are not told that in 
ا‎ Oxf ‘Hey, ie ire ا‎ dimension Realisation Meditation Heal ا‎ argues, “not least | the 19th century it was perfectly 
shire, which used to see one or | to where ny life te going?’ ” Centre near Yeovil, Somerset 1€ case turnetl neither on | possible to condemn the importation 
two guests every few weeks, Now | Those running the retreats are | said that they send people be 0 nor’ on the legalily of | of slaves from Africa while simulta- 
all 12 places are booked for responding to this by offering a | to the world changed. le İn America, but on the slave | neously defending slavery and the 
months ahead. variety of options to visitors. “When they go back they n 1D seas." And, to add | flourishing slave trade iıı America. 

In the United States last year People can sped time doing | more to offer,” she sald. ا‎ reh orical injury, Adaıns's Ken Loach, a director who is regu- 
more than 3 million people via- | almost anything, from painting part of self-development. read actually took eight hours, | larly atlackerl for conflating historical 
ited retreats, beating at monastic | icons to gardening or indulging a ایو‎ hwo days (during which | incidents and inserting fictional char 
doors to escape stresa of mod- in long periodg of silence. The Good Retreat Guide 8 : the aclers, argues: [i lraportanl 0 be 
ern fife. It ia a wild awing from published by Rider at £12.99. lf, accurate but not to dwell on tlıat aca- 


4 treats 
2 0 Olng mE bof denıic accuracy because it kills the 
: film. Historical reconstructions have 
academic accuracy but they become 
waxwork films.” 
And yet Loach’ films have been 


ksalatted in the film, 
| Anistad's great obfuscation, his- 
ieally, IS to somehow imply that 
with the tre 


the anclent Near East as far back as 
the 15th century BC. — Kieran 


vent mid-junction collisions between 
those who did not or could not slop 


Any answers 


24 FEATURES 


Letter from Helsinki Tim Bird 


It’s good to talk 


Local calls in Finland are tradi 
tionally cheap, and this has also con- 
trîbuted to the phenomenal spread 
of the device. Another factor is the 
high international profile of the 
Finnishrbased company Nokia, 
whose stated marketing philosophy 
is to make mobile telephones as 
common as wristwatches by the 
turn of the century. 

The success of Nokia is charac- 
teristic of a Finnish ingenuity that 
has allowed it to rely less on its sin- 
gle commercial natural resource — 
its forest — and to diversify into 
higtrteclnology industries. It is also 
a reflection of the Finnish affection 
for new technological gadgets in all 
shapes and forms. Finns also head 
the world per-capita Internet-con- 
nection league. Banking systems 
here are the most automated and 
sophisticated in the world, Digital 
TV has already been launched on a 
trial basis. Medical technology is 
also among the most advanced. 

Meanwhile the mobile phone is 
no longer simply a device for 
speech transnisaion: in Finland you 
can already dial a carwash or a 
record on a juke-box, and more ap- 
plications are being devised by the 
day. A country of 5 million people 
covering an area much larger than 
the whole of the UK has been 
shrunk psychologically by tlıis pro- 
liferation of technology. 

There are those who argue 
(given that there is any argument at 
all on the subject) that the mobile 
phone is an instrument of freedom, 
then contradict themselves by defin- 
ing freedom as continuous and con- 
stant contact. 

‘There has been no conspicuous 
debate orı etiquette, a paradoxical ab- 
sence in a country that sets so much 
store by formal codes of conduct. 
And an obsessive regard for safety 
does not extend to restrictions on the 
use of mobiles wlıille driving. 

This is not to deny that the device 
has its uses. But in their rush to emr 
brace new technology in all its 
forus, the Finns seem reluctant to 
confront a famillar but urgently per- 
tinent question: who controls the 
technology — the unaccountable, 
impenetrable organisationa which 
provide it, or the wider population it 


| is supposed to serve? 


Notes & Queries Joseph Harker , 


leaves Helsinki at six in the 

morning. Three Finnish bust 
nessmen sit in tle restaurant car 
sipping their coffee, chewing their 
rolls. On the table irı front of them, 
spread like weapons, are three mo- 
bile phones. 

They sit in silence as the train 
pulls through Helsinki's suburbs, 
but it has only gone a kilometre or 
two before one of the devices emits 
its nasty synthetic jingle, All three 
men are quick on the draw, The 
lucky one gazes philosophically out 
of the window, the black bar 
pressed to his head, His compan 
ions stare at him with a mixture of 
respect and envy as he snaps İn- 
structlons into the ether, 

After the call Is finished he fid- 
gets lovingly with the apparatus, 
smoothing the buttons with his fin- 
gertips. Then the glum trio waits in 
silence for another call. 

Every day similar scenes are 
played out from one end of Finland 
to the other. This is the land of the 
mabile phone, There are more mo- 
biles in Finland per head of popula 
tlon than anywhere else in the world. 
But it's not just a question of numeri- 
cal proliferation. The kdnnykhkd — 
the widely-userl slang word derived 
from the word for “hand” — has 
evolvecl from status symbol and fash- 
ion accessory to physical appendage. 
lf you don't have one, you're defi- 
cient. And if you do have one but de- 
cline to respond to its shrill demand, 
you are regarded witln incredulity. 

The invasion of the mobile into 
every corner of life has resulted 
from various circumstances. On one 
level, it is a logical development of 
the long-established Finnish fond- 
ness for’ the telephone in general. 
The Finns are known, not entirely 
fairly, as a dour, untalkative race, 
but you would never guess it to hear 
them on the telephone, The tele- 
phone must be answered, no matter 
what. Likewise the mobile: most 
owners ignore the offswitch,. Con- 
sequently, no visit to the shop, pub 
or restaurant, ıo walk through cen- 
tral Helsinki, no bus or tram ride is 
complete without the startling 
alarm of an incoming call, This is a 
nation that talks on the phone even 
when it visits the lavatory, 
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human flesh. How do you get the E . amber between green and HEE ship between past and present is | events in Parls. Arenctionary ınajor- 
flesh? Do you eat people who have HY do stock markets often (Prof) Michael Cable, Sheffeld . je ald off : Michae 1 Ce 0 Hî nS j more complex than Schama would | ity was returned, prompting work- 
died yourg, presumably because of crash in October? .. J THERE any advantage in ENE E با‎ N ari USA . have it, The past is no longer a dif | ers to take to the atreets again. 
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ited their wisdom. What they did 
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Journalism 
into poetry 


OPERA 
Andrew Clements 


ECAUSE. British companies 
have. tended to commission 
their own third-rate operas rather 
than import proven first-rate new 
works from averseas, it has taken 10 
years for John Adams's Nixon In 
China, onıe of the most successful 
music-theatre pieces of our time, to 
make it to London. 

Peter: Sellars's original produc- 
tion, wlıich started in Houston, vis- 
ited the 1988 Edinburglı Festival for 
three performances. But only now, 
as part of tlie Barbican's Inventing 
America celebration, lıas the work 
finally come soh, Only a concert 
performance, alas, but more than 
enough 1o confirm the vivid musical 
and dramatic strengths of the score, 
und to make the neecl for a full Lon- 
dun staging even nore lirgent. 

Nixon lı China begins is uperatic 
jûurualisın, Alice Coodman's skilful 
and witly libretto lakes the (lacu- 
menlar'y background of Richard 
Nixon's groundbreaking trip to Bei- 
jing to visit Mao Zecloug in 1973 as 
its starting point, but graclually 
shifts ils emphasis. 

The first dtl presents {he Nixons’ 
arrival in China, his firm nıccling 
wilh Mao, and ıhe exchange uf 
speeches with Chou Enlnî at a stale 
baquct in a seq f vere 
ıiul seenes; in the second the work! 
af the Veople's Republic is seen 
through Mr's Nixon's eyes; in th’ 

third all prelence at realism (rpms 
away, and the main characlers — 
the Nixons, Mao and his wife, Chou 
anl Henry Kissinger — embark arı 
their own sequence uf memories 
and aspirations in û complex andl 
poelicised enseınble. 

The dramatic shaping is almosl 
faultless, and the way in which 
Adams's score underlines and ab- 
stracts the essence of eaclı situation 
is remarkable. The music was writ- 
ten.at a lime when his atyle was al- 
ready shifting, —~ away from the 

“pure” minimalism with which he 
had first established himself and to-. 
wards a language that was far richer 
both rhythmically and harmonically 
and more potently expressive. 

There are passageş, like the grad- 
ually-building . prelude. that begins 
the opera, that could only have been 
written, by someone who had ance 
been g cartkcarrying minimalist, 
and the finale of the firat act, with its 
thrilling choral, writing qud brass 
interjections, . is founded upon: the 
iminimalist blocks. But as the opera 
progres3es and journalism is super- 
şeded by, psyçhological conjecture, 
the muaic beging to take flight, and 
the ending, an aria for Chou Enlal, 
1s utterly bı 
: On one level, Nixon In China i i8 A 
in-cheek observa’, 


tional, diplomacy,’ Qn: another, it ik 
an exploration ofthe human frailties : 
of those who will political. power. : 
Its. funny, . and touching; it; has 

grandeur.,and muşlcal excitement 
— all the ingredienta successful Op: 
eras have always néeded. 

On, stage jt :would. ,carry..even, 
more weight, hut.this performance, . | : 
funerbly marshalled by. Kent 

Dg with.the Londor Symphony i 

Orchgsirg and a cast In which David 
Wile Johns Johnsqn .(Chou Enla] ,:Ju-- 
Wendy NE ıNixon)., were ou 
standing, .Amply confirmed the, best . 
, êxpectatlons of 2 important WOrkK, 


PHOTO: NEIL UERERT 


importance of truth, {he exploration 
of a work's deeper meaning. 

Lakeboat proves the point. The 
whole work is built un the notion of 
subtext, through-line and the devel- 
oping arc of the narrative. Mamet's 
characters curse, brag, bad-mouth 
women and exhibit all kinds of male 
crudity, yet underncath Mamet is 
saying that they are lost souls re- 
duced by circunıstance to a life of 
hopeless fantasy. Mamet may attack. 
Stanislavsky's ideas, but his own 
work only makes sense if played 
with the great Russian's attention to 
external detail and underlying 
meaning, He is, in fact, Chekhov's 
nearest equivalent iı modern Amer- 
ican drama, 


there's rather too much of them, 
eapecially at the end when we are 
asked to take leave of our doubts 
for good. It might have been bet- 
ter to leave them in the mind's 
eye, apart from the photographa. 


. But then this might not have ap- 
'Î pealed to the children it was 


clearly partly aimed at. ٍ 
But only partiy, since 

Sturridge seems detérmined to 
push our imaginations further 
than they usually go. This he 
does simply by painting the 1 
acene 4o well and, more impor- 
tantly, by not imposing modern 
atiltudes on the past. 2 


Mounted with physical bu, 


John Welsh as Fred in David Mamet's Lakeboatl 


get of his verbal firepower, In a new 
volume of essays About acting, True 
And False, Mamet claims thal Stan 
islavsky may have been a brilliant 
director, but "his contribution as a 
lheoretician was that of a dilettante 
and has, since his day, been a lode- 
stone for the theoretical, I will say 
the antipractical soul . . . His theo- 
ries cannot be put into praclicc." 

1 suspect that what Mamet is 
reslly attacking is the travesty of 
Stanislavsky’s theories by Lee Stras- 
berg’s New York Actors’ Studio and 
lhe narcissism of American Method 
acting. But Mamet overstates his 
case, His own work is a living testa- 
ment to Stanislavsky's basic princl- 
ples — to tlıe seriousness of art, the 


than I can remember. I could tick off 
my life in beer caps. Bottles, cans, 
pop-tops, screw-tops, bottles . . . 
every man on the ship had his own 
opener.” Under the braggadocio, and 
the slightly too knowing, Eliotesque 
allusion to “I've measured out rny life 
in coffee-spoons”, Iles a wonderful 
mixture of pathos: and bathos — the 
absurd equation between booze and 
masculinity, and the notion that a 
bottle-operer is the supreme piece of 
nautical equipment, 

But Mamet also shows how men, 
trapped in a boring routine that 
makes them the floating equivalent 
of desk clerks, fall prey to fantasy. 
Preposterously in the way the miss- 
Ing Giugliani is turned into a victim 
of the Mob or the G-men; touclt- 
ingly in the way one seaman, Joe, 
unburdeas himself to the student 
Dale. In much the best scene, Joe, 
who romantically regards Eng Lit as 
a “tough racket", suddenly says ıe 
would like to have been a daııcer. “I 
saw myself", he says, “arriving at 
the theatre late doing Swan Lake al 
the Lyric Opera." This is nut an EL 
Wisly-type joke about a litle man 
who could have been a judge if only 
he'd had the Latin. U is about a 
hunger for a life that has dignily and 
meaning. Like Chekhov's charac- 
lers, Mamet's express their rlisap- 
puinlments through dreams, 

In Aaron Mullen's procluction, 
this scene is beautifully played by 
Jim Dunk as the earthy, fantasising 
Joc, and by Joe May as tlie watch- 
fully attentive Dale. There is even a 
lauch of homaeraticism about the 
older man's craving for the 
youngers approval and affection. 
The production's one error is in not 
stressing sufficiently the narralive 
througlrline: the actor who plays 
the Pierman in the opening scene is 
so busy doing cigarchomping renl- 
ism that we miss a lot of the crucial 
information about Giugliani. 

Tle odd thing is that the very 
idea of a “through-line" for story 
and character was developed by 
Stanislavsky  — admired by Mamet 
in the past but more recently the tar- 


but were a form of trickery, and 
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, whose 
Sherlock Holnıes seemed so real 
to many that they fancied him a 
hlatorical figure. Conan Doyle 
examined the girls’ clalms in his 
book, The Coming Of Tle Fairies, 
These two are played by 

Harvey Keitel (an odd but effec- 


. | tive piece of casting) and Peter 


O'Toole, who is a dab hand at 
almost anything when he sets his’ 


| mind to ft, But Florence Hoath 


| and Elizabeth Earl are a8 good 
daa anybody in the picture, since 
heyn ا‎ appear to bo acting. .. 
fllm takeş a risk in show- 
اا‎ us the as andI Lênk 


mio pfychological conviction, 


well shot by Michael Coulter 
equlpped اا‎ loving score 


from Zbigniew Prelşner, Kleslow:. . 
| dlki's old nllaboraiae FalraTale ` 
.| Seems,a deal qore convin: 
: an the rçcent BotograD hi 
. Fairies; To be frank, 


it's the kind 


f movie yOu, auapect 8 | golpg to... 


make you wiqpce r turns qutto .:, 


| bea pleggure.. 5 ES 


Wings of desire 


Charles Sturrldge, who made. 
Gulliver's Travels and Brideslıead 

Revisited, takeş this odd story, 
dresses it up hiandsomely in 
period, attençls. carefully to the ` 
performances (particularly of . 
the children) and produces a 
tale about truth and fantaay ihat 
ia often moying and charming 
without being twee: 

To embellish the tale, he algo . 
prodiçes two: famous figures out 


of the hat — Houdini, whose fre- .] 
| quently brutal and death-defying 


çacapades many thought magical 


| THEATRE 
Billington 


is David Mamet's se- 
a! The answer 


int la onfirmed by Lake 
an early work getting ita Euro- 
2 preniêrê at London's Lyric 
2 udi, Mamet, drawing on his ex- 
Î Îreriences as a steward on a cargo 
at on Lake Michigan, originally 
mole the piece for acting students 
in 1970, He revised it in 1982, but it 


tiipoctic gifts as a dramatist. 
lakehoal comprises 28 
Bonnard's works repay extended ges, all set aboard a merchant 
looking. I is easy to niiss s0 muh îip plying ihe Great Lakes. Two 
for une's own eyes begin to sil] reads hold the action together: 
and wallow and junıp — like i| Oe is the crew's lurid speculations 
needle on a dusty record — hcldul a cook, Giugliani, who las 
passage to passage, rom painling!. Jd to make the trip and may been 
painting, aud one loses the weil rugged in a bar. The ather is the 
intercunınectedness between thi? | i nrontalion between Dale, tle 
that gives Bonnard su nıuch oll f‘ imporary nightstewarl studying 
character’ as a paitiler. Ez Lit in Massachusetts, and the 
This difficully ~— a sort of distur f trans and desires of the spiritually- 
ing feedback which builds ont its j led seamen who surround him. 
as we walk Lhrough tlhe exhibit: „amel is not the first dramatist to 
— is relieved in the final ree | xe capitalised on his cargo-boal 
which contains only five painting’ apeienees, but whal makes him 
This makes this lasi space ttt [rent is the way he captures the 
more draınatic, nıore shocki; | tion of these men. . They are not 
than it otherwise would be, Onext fam ocean-going mariners 
of three walls hangs one of K2 |~he furthest they get is Canada — 
nard's late, large painlings €f!kasin American Buffalo or Glen- 
Marthe soaking in the bath, st [tury Glen Ross, they seek to ele- 
rounded by rich patter and s£: Zthemselves through tough talk. 
tiles. The whole palnting is bete , Slamet shows male 
in spectral light. She appears bl ss a negotiation for advantage. 
ferent to everything. On (he t#| Tiesa classic example where two 
wall hang Lwo of Bonnard's lele | 5S talk about drink. "Drinking?" 
portraits, In one, his eyes are bbi Sone, “I was drinking before you 
lozenges. We seem to trespass joe wiping your own arse, Beet? 
we wnlk in, not between ا‎ e drunk more beer in my time 
model, but between a man 
wife. Il feels lilce a dead world, gi 
a life by Bonnard the palit * 
ınuch ınissed by Bonnard the mi 


NEMA 
derek Malcolm 


edits and made a piece o st) r 
gripping coherence. For l4 
lent 


e the trumps 

studio as part ol 

seems not only legitimate 4 The 
a light his subject's lengthy 
with avant-rock that will be 


` through for all but the most 
. cated Miles corpletista. 


heard, eet bon cid, 


John McLaughlin is h 
more in tle .early stages 
sounding as lean and blue a ese were ê 
did just before he le The 
like trunıpet wails {(m i 
a wah-wah peal) of te eg | 
often sound.as apposite and 
. mentary to the ا‎ 
thing be, did with the 
version. Rated X is 0 
and organ groove 
ecatatically lke.a drum ba8 
a quartercentury i00 سا‎ 
.Atautness and purpose 
- brought..to hours of € 
studio time from 4' 


. Mileg.Davis was th 


‘his partners 
:tlons up in the air to 


i would fall, and e ne 
hop and.,re-şamp' 
| 19908 it ` sounds xelatin: 


temporary. 


work and colour seem at once to cote 
struct and to destroy. Forms are CON- 
stantly breached, ventilated by the 
space around then, swallowed-up, 
not so much deformed as unformed. 
Things vibrate, waver and tilt. In one 
painting reproduced in the catalogue 
(but which isn't on show in London, 
though it will be in tlie Museum of 
Modern Art version of the show in 
New York), we see Bonnard at 
brenkfast. He peers into the mar- 
malade jar as though he's never seen 
one before and doesn know what 
marmalade is. This litle fragment ol 
image tells us all we need to know: 
Bonnard, shortsighted though he 
was, was trying to render objects, 
fornıs and spaces as though lıe'd 
never seen such things before. 
Oddly, he hardly ever painted 
from life, but rather conjured things 
seen from memory, His recall skid- 
ded around things, the memory of 
the moment, the flavour of a day. 
The Spanish painter Miquel 
Barcelû talked about Bonnard's 
painting as an “overdose”. He was 
right: Bonnard's work is often so 
over-painted, so over-rich tliat it be- 
comes difficult to look at for any ex- 
tended period. This slow is, indeerl, 
an overdose. This is a pity, as any of 


Miles ahead of his time 


JAzz 
John Fordham 


ANTHALASSA was the name 

given to the ocean surrounding 
the primordial, unbroken continent, 
If Bİll Laswell, the gifted producer 
and sometime free-jazz bass player, 
hears Miles Davis's 1970s music as 
an “ocean of sound”, he's gone to 
considerable lengths to reinforce 
the point on the remarkable Pantha- 
lassa: The Music of Miles Davis 
1969-74 (Sony), remixing and re- 
sampling several of the trumpeter's 
key performances to make one fiuid 
and continuous suite, 

The source material comes from 
the albums In A Silent Way, On The 
Corner and Get Up With It, when 
Davis was moving away from modal 
jazz toward a kind of İimpression- 
istic, electronic freefunk inspired 
by Sly Stone’ and Karlbeinz 
Stockhausen, 

A [ite of the music is signifi 
cantly altered, with a few riffs sam- 
pled .from elsewhere in his 
volumihius studio experiments. But 
for the most paft Laswell: has at 
tered dynamics, restored discarded 


Bathed in light , . . Bonnard’s Nude In The Bath (1936) 


ing, first of all, of all his feeble fol- 
lowers), And, in his self-portraits, it 
is in the bathroom mirror that we 
regularly find him; weedy-looking, 
balding, with that irritating little 
moustache of his, his little blinking 
eyes. Posing like a boxer, with one 
arm raised, fists clenched, he looks 
ineffectual, tremendously sad, sal- 
low in yellow light. And again, after 
Marthe has died, once more in the 
bathroom mirror: old, hairless, 
looming over the toiletries and a 
hairbrush he no longer needs. 


HE trajectory of Bonnard’s ca- 

reer is one in which, although 

the geography of his paintings 
becomes more narrow, the scope of 
his art itself deepens, and we find 
him depicting an ever stranger 
world, Everything he needed was in 
front of him, although he never ap- 
proached the sinıplest thing head on. 
He sidled up to his objects, he 
glimpsed them, he talked of trying to 
“show what one sees when one err 
ters a room all of a sudden", 

The surfaces of Bonnard's paint- 
ings, and the images of objects and 
apaces within them, are full of 
breaks, rushes of paintwork, appar- 
ent blunders, objects that his brush- 


tas. On that track he predicts, 
Purring: “Be advised, my broth- 
ers, the judgment will come 
goon." He even pulls off the feat 
on the sole rap number, Traitor 


` To The Race. His rapping style ia 
` laced with jazzy inflections and 


he sounds a bit uncomfortable, 
but the words resound, And 
while he says nothing that hasn’t 
been said by scores of full-time 
rappers —~ “Everybody knows . 
the truth, nobody wants to say/ 
That brothers kill more brothers 
than the KKK’ — even the clichés 


. have presence. A result, then — 


even if Mr Dadrock doesn like it, . 
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First impressions, 


endlessly repeated 


and again — never really altered. 
And, most important of all, there 
was Maria Boursin, who called 
herself Marthe de Méligny, a girl 
Bonnard met in the street in 1893, 
and whom he secretly married as 
late as 1925. They lived together 
until her death in 1943. 

‘The. show's earliest painting of 
Marthe, a fuzzy little inıage painted 
the year they met, shows her pulling 
on a black stocking while seated on a 
bed. She's there in the bedroom, 
with her stockings, five more times 
before 1900, and Bonnard painted 
her all of 384 times, She dresses, un- 
dresses and dresses again. She 
splays on the bed, or sits naked, idly 
playing with the cats, as Bonnard 
himself gets dressed on the further 
side of a screen, In a painting from 
1914 Marthe sits in the kitchen in 
her dressing gown, pensive and self- 
absorbed, She looks down. Two little 
chips of vermilkion between the jugs 
and bowls ranged on the table İn 
front of her drag our eyes away, 
catch us in our scrutiny of her. Her 
pose, we learn, is derived from 
Greek statuary, but this feels like the 
most ordinary of sullen mornings. 

Marthe potters in the kitchen, 
feeds the dogs and cats, but most of 
all she bathes, She bathes continu 
ally. Bathing and moping, indeed, 
seems to be wlıat she does best. One 
of the major plots of Bonnard’s art is 
his relationahip with Marthe, which 
itself becomes a major concern for 
Bonnard scholars and biographers, 
not least because it affected the 
terms and conditions under which 
his art flourished. Poor Marthe, was 
she paranoid, was she schizo- 
phrenic? She certainly became suspi- 
cious, resentful and anti-social, 

Marthe in the tub was more than 
a motif for Bonnard. At times, the 
world of Bonnard’s painting seems 
bounded by the bath and the 
kitchen table, Nature outside the 
window may have been a riot, but 
the best of his paintings stayed in- 
doors {in fact, it is difficult to look at 
Bonnard's landscapes witlıout think- 


ART 
Adrlan Searle 


wandering eye, a flickering, 
dancing, glancing look. A 
new retrospective of his paintings at 
London's Tate Gallery (until May 17) 
follows the artist's gaze from the 
bedroom to ıe kitchen, from the 
garden to the bath, to the canvas 
and back again. The exhibition re- 
veals Bonnard's art in an eudless 
sıuıccession of — to use Willem de 
Kooning's phrase — slipping 
glimpses, But wiıile De Kooning de- 
scribed himself as a "slipping 
glimpser", Bonnard's work is full of 
judderings, tics, pauses, false 
moves, His paintings cause tlıe vi 
sual world to shudder, blur, to come 
in and out of focus even as we look. 
The Tate show, of 113 paintings 
and works on paper, is too big. 
Sometimes I feel lke I'm wading 
through Bonnard, drowning in Bor 
nard. My eye grows nauseated by 
his excess, his repetitiousness, his 
cloying colour and claustrophobic inı- 
teriors, lıis overplanted gardens and 
all that skin, skin dabbed at, pokecl 
and prodded at, rubbed-out and re- 
painted. His paintings make and urt 
make the world, glance and stammer 
at it. Certain artists, for onc reason 
or another, shouldn't be given the 
blockbuster treatment; in the case of 
Bonnard his paintings are just too 
optically rich to be digestible e# 
masse. But 1 suppose the economics 
of exhibitionmaking and museum 
funding make such shows inevitable, 
even though, for most viewers, the 
experience of looking becomes the 
most exhausting form of art tourism. 
The Bonnard show takes us from 
early, intimiast still lifes, prosaic 
street scenes and croquet games, to 
his late self portraits and bathroom 
interiors, Bonnard’s ostensible sub- 
jects — domestic life, intimate 
monıents, his own portrait, that 
querulous, myopic apparition in the 
mirror which he returned to again 


PP oie BONNARD had a 


The soul's migration 


As is often the case, it's taken 
a Brit label to revive his career, 
on thia occasion Talkin’ Loud 
Records, In America, the market 
for black male vocalists who fall 
to fit the category that US radio 
calla “urban” — he’s neither hip 

hop nor a testosterone-laced 

R Kelly type — ia virtually non- 
exlatent. Callier and others of his 
ilk almoat inevitably gravitate to 
Europe. Tinıepeace was partly 
recorded in London, during 
which Callier also worked with . 
Brit-nominated nu-folkie Beth ` 
Orton. 

While the man can ooze as 
auggestively as Kelly, most of the 
time he doear'’t. The lengthy 
Lazarus Manı, whose halfspoken/ 
half-aung stanzas invoke Dylan, 
would be devilishly hard to slot 
in alongside your Of’ Dirty 
Bastards. The same goes for the 
so-laid-back-i'a-horizontal Java 

Sparrow, which is more Mel 
Tormé than Ghostface Killah. 
Callier has the gift of imbuing 
even the slinklest numbera ¬ 
say the title song, which features 


Pharoah Sanders on impossibly 


satiny saxophone — with gravi- 


POP 
Caroline Sullivan 


UCH Is the antipathy in some 

qutarters towarda Paul Weller 
that his endorsement of 52-year- 
old Chicago soulster Terry Callier 
could be the kias of death. Which 
would be a great shame, for this 
warm and um, 
Timepeace (Talkin Loud), is the 
best aoui-folk-jazz hybrid that’s 
likely to appear ihis year. 

It's obvious why retro-funk fan 
Weller digs him — he’s a “real 
soul” merchant, with a pedigree 
dating back to the sixtles, A fa- 
mlliar name oı English soul-jazz 
dance floors in the seventea, he 
released four more albums, then 
quit music in 1983 after using 

the last of his money to record 
an unsuccessful single. He be- 
came a computer programmer at 
the University of Chico, atudy- 
ing for a sociology degree at 
night. He had the dubious satis- 
faction of knowing that hia ا‎ 
deleted LPs were changmg han 
for “silly, silly money”, none ا‎ 1 
wirich, of course, he saw. 
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teachers as deluded fantasists or 
rank opportunists is the height of 
folly." 

The emotional centre of The 
Spiritual Tourist is the stirring of 
Brown's heart: when he glimpses 
Tne aurenlhy he craves, and serıses 
some inexplicable yatta ıibla.unity 
with the world (another writer 
called it imitations of immortality), 
the prose takes wing. Like water 
down the plughole, the feeling 
always drains away, but as the book 
draws to a close Brown recognises 
that transience is part of the truth. 

He is a competent stylist, larding 
his prose with chunks of direct 
speech to make it more digestible. 
But he has a weakness for cliché. 
Drives are hair-raising, phenomena 
arrive with a vengeance or spread 
like wildfire and Brown shudders to 
think. But it doesn’t matter. He is an 
endearing companion on the loneli- 
est road. 

Is The Spiritual Tourist a travel 
book? I think so, but the place that 
flickers to life is not Pondicherry or 
‘Tennessee. It is a dark, shadowy 

place inside your heart and mine. 
Can you ask more than that of any 
book? 


Turner's book comes when he 
claims that "A Man For All Seasons 
has outlasted not only Brecht’s 
Galileo but Look Back In Anger and 
The Carelaker”", It may be a GCSE 
sel text but il is not İu the same 
league as the plays liated: even Boll 
himself called it “"bastardised 
Brecht", One of Boll's closest 
friends, the Cambridge academic 
Roger Gard, was uearér the mark 
when he said, “What I felt limitecl his 
work was its lack of unpredictabik 
ity," 

As I see it, Bolt was ınore like an 
Ibsenite hero (say, Borkman or lhe 
sculptor Rubek in When We Dead 
Awaken): the man who sacrifices 
life to art. His son Tom, happily re- 
covered from his addiction, puta his 
finger on it when he refers to his 
own hyperactivity as tle “bureau” 
and says: "My dad had the bureau 
inside him as well and that's one of 
the things f ahare with him.” Bolt 
was ‘the victim Jess of financial 
greed than of an ingrained Man- 
chester Methodism and a self pun- 
ishing belief in work: It may have 
saved his life after his debilitating 
stroke but it also, quite clearly, was 


When not consorting with living 
gurus Brown is expounding on the 
history of dead ones, Amid all this, 
the book charts Brown's emotional 
highs und lows as he grapples with 
the knotty old probleıuu of prerlesti- 
nation: is it all part of the Big Plan, 
or are we simply witnessing “the 
slips and slides of chance and syn- 
chronicity”? Stranded between rea- 
son and a craving for faith, he 
impales himself on the knowledge 
that “while a spiritual belief may 
lead you to belleve in anything, a 
materialist outlook in life will lead 
you to believe in nothing", He badly 
wants certainty, but it is his doubt 
that makes the book. 

Floundering among spiritual 
giants and cranks, again and again 
Brown confronts what he calls the 
eternal conundrum: how to surren- 
der the ego without surrendering 
discrimination. He deals with the 
barking mad Bhagwan (he of the 93 
Rolls Royces} with a sane warning 
about babies and bathwater: “There 
will always be charlatans ready to 
exploit the gullible . . . but the fact 
that some gurus are charlatans does 
not mean that all gurus are charla- 
tans. And to dismiss all Eastern 


the cause of his marital misfortunes. 
Work was Bolts own obsesaive ad- 
diction. 

What is striking about Turner's 
book, however, is its blend of racy 
readibility and nonjudgmental fair- 
ness. It presents the likeable Bolt in 
all his manifold contradictions: not 
least that of the ardent CND sup- 
porter and Old Labour sympathiser 
who rebelled against punitive taxa- 
tion. It deals sympathetically with 
his three wives, avg 0 e make 

out tha. higerre 
OP On ora lle fatuated, 
‘Gatsbyish publicist, David Whiting, 
in her Arizona motel room. It is also 
wryly funny about the egomaniacal 
‘monsters of flmnland: eapecially 
„Sam Spiegel who rushed Bolt out of 
jail, after an anti-bomb protest, on 


by 
Rarme..| . the totally spurious grounds that he 


was . jeopardising ‘the filming of 
Lawrence of Arabla.  ... 

Only one: moment chilled my 
blood: the revelation that Trevor 
Nunn yearns to make a musical of 
. Ryan's Daughter which he hopes to 
:.stage at the National Theatre. Bolt, 
„ a8. this book makes clear,. was .4 
complex mar and dedicated crafls- 
. man‘, he deserves a better memorial 
. than the middlebrow musicalisation 
of his most rhetorically oyerblown 
screenplay. . .. . ا‎ 


There followed several years of 
public açclailm — A Man For All 
Seasons on stage anıd screen, the 
movie scripts for Lawrence Of Ara- 
bia and Dr Zhivago —— and high liv- 
an agonised 
private life and fears over his sexual- 
ity. Even after his heroic recovery 
from a stroke in 1979, hig life wag 
marked by an extraordinary mix of ` 
triumph and tragedy: prodiglous 
output and a contented re-marrlage 


to Sarah Miles were shadowed by 
. | ..deauı-ur 'carah 


„, Bolt's life can be 
read as a medieval morality, play: the 


start, Bolt waa a skilful 
thi craftsman who found his 
tre ıetier writing movjes,, rather 
than a ruined geniüs, Iideed; one of 
the few atartling ` mipjudgments in 


West End with Flowering Cherry. 


ing accompanied by 


addict 5 
On one level 


‘story of integrity corrupted 
-wealth-and.fame_with Peggy 


say and David Lèari representing, . 
respectively, the Good and Bad An- 
gels, Indeed; Fel 


Robert Bolt witlı Sarah Milles". 
Writer for all seasons 


pupils' capitalist parents — he be- 
came a prolific radio dramatist and 
finally struck it rich in 1957 in the 


Robert Bolt: Scenes From Two Lives 


a O O r بض ت‎ 


Long road to enlightenment 


In the opening two chapters 
Brown nıeets various figures in the 
enlightenment trade in London, one 
thing leads to another and in chap- 
ter three he heads off to India, a 
place he calls “a prolonged lesson in 
patience and forbearance”, 

A parade of spiritual leaders also 
marches on and off the pages, 
Brown finds Mother Meera, of 
whom we have heard so much from 
Andrew Harvey, now living in Ger- 
man suburbia (darshan with her 
makes him feel as if he has been 
smoking a particularly potent strain 
of grass). Occasionally, the curse of 
the travel book descends and you 
get the sense of one damned thing 
after another, Brown feels rather 
gloomy in Sai Baba's ashram in Put- 

taparthi, enjoying himself nore in 
the circle of a 10-year-old Spanish 
boy who is a rinpoche (incarnate 
lama). The boy has a Macintosh 
PowerBook on his desk, and Brown, 
with anı eye for the apposite detail, 
notes that the screen-saver depicts 
the Dalai Lama. 


Michael! Billington 


by Adrlan Turner 
Hutchinson 546pp £20 


DRIAN Turner's enthralling bi- 
ography of Robert Bolt reade 
like a movie script. Starting with 
Bolts exile on the aptly named 
Tahitian paradise of Bora Bora to 
write two Bounty films for David 
Lean — an exlle that led indirectly to 
a heart attack and massive stroke — 
Turner then flashes back in time to 
record Bolts turbulent private and 
professional life. But although the 
constant cutting between letters and 
interviews gives the book a hurtlne 
pace,.. .irner ...pooct “but never 
“iigwers the big question, Was. Bolt, 
as his agent Peggy Ramsay believer, 
a serious dramatist who sold out for 
“the corruption of the grand hotels"? 


Or -was hiş .academic.,_broth 


artist, he was a communlcator”? 


What is certain is that Bolts life 
makes a gripping story. The son of a 
lower-middle-class Sale shopkeeper, 


cated thanithat.: 


where he. would -rail against his 


he was.a schoolboy rebel, under- 
graduate communist. and ` Devon 
schoolmaster who, commissioned to 


write a primary school Nativity 
discovered a flair for dialogue, 
teaching at expensive Milfiel 
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urbs of north London, doggedly 
searching for gurus and enlighten- 
ment, 

Brown is motivated by what he 
calls the restlessness of self. Al 
though he has no faith, Brown has 
“come to believe that the world is 
more of spirit than of matter: that 
what is ungeen is more important 
than what is seen.” He wisely şlips 
in plenty of bathos to keep himgelf 
in his place. The touching scene 
when he feels that God is within 
him, for example, takes place in an 
airport terminal. Furthermore, he 
acknowledges that his quest is 
hardly original. The various and 
often dubious manifestations of 
New Ageism as well as the lower. 
ing of eastern philosophies in the 
West are all “a response to the spiri- 
tual vacuum at the heart of modern 
life, a symptom of the hunger to in- 
vest meaning in our lives", None of 
his material is new, but unlike many 
authors in the field, Brown suic- 
ceeds in making it his own: it is a 
book about his journey. 


JHE ıravel writer's arsenal is 
,stocked with spent weapons. 
A multitude of rusty phrases 


ternal journey as a metaphor for the 
one rolling on inside your head. 


Salvation in weakness 


Donal Quinn as he stands in the 
dock, accused of Maeve’s at- 
tempted murder. His flerce ha- 
tred focuses on the amall sinewy 
young man who moves “quickly, 
jerkily, like a vicious little winter 
bird”, Quinn escapes, but Billy 
manages to track him down. 
Billy locka the trussed culprit 
in bis diaused aviary and con- 
templates him as he pleads, pan- 
ica arıd fakes a spectacular cold 
turkey. In a savage two-handed 


1ILLY SWEENEY is writing 
aletter to his daughter, But 


drama, victim andi torturer swap 
roles, making each other shit, 
cry, beg and pray. In punishing 
the other they punish them- 
selves until we are left wonder- 
ing which is the real psychotic. 
A dose of methadone restores 
Quinn to satanic form, all mali- 
cious wit and manic energy. He 
shrieks Hike a wild bird and 
hangs upside down from his 
cage like a bat. Billy knows he ia 
powerless to prevent Quinn’s 
eventual eacape, yet he cannot 
the 


hours he has become the 


starved, beaten, humiliated pris- 


oner in the aviary. Then aud- 
denly his captor frees him. 
Proceeding with his relgn of ter- 
ror, Quinn firat wrecks then re- 
pairs the house, and the 
adversarlea establish a fraught 
domesticity. f he la Billy’s dark 
half he is also Maeve’s shadow, 
living in her demolished room, 
wearing her clothes, berating 
Billy in anı echo of her early re- 


bellion. Billy even begins calling 
Bi aan. or he a too bimane 
to the reality of a _ 
ignore ا‎ 2 8 


by the sheer enormity of ending 


a human life, the awesome final- 
n | Sydaey HERE he mark when: he 
gaid, “I don't. belleve Bob. was an 


that şaundas simplistic, it lent . 


Caached to.expect denial, we are 
suspicious of grace and forgive-. 


nes. But the honesty and bı 


ery of O'Connor's writing make , 
emotona authentic and redermp- 


tion‘almost.credible. . .. 


gentility, but the dna oF ٤ 
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Flashbacks: Twenty-Five 

of Doonesbury, by G B = 
(Andrews & McMeel, £14.94) 
ا س‎ 


T'S a drag, I know, but you st] 
have to have an idea of Amerika 
understand the world. And if yy 
want a one-volume, 
history of the last American qur 
tercentury, you couldn't do md 
better than to get this selection 
Doonesbury stripe ranging 


isolated over here from the exter 
reactions his strips have provoke, 
and the degree to which people pq) 
attention to him. 


Hunting Down the Universe 
by Michael Hawkins 
(Abacus, £7.98) 


DISTINCTLY unusual pop 

science book, in that while 
does all the usual things thes 
books do — that is, try patienlyt 
get some very difficult stull 
your head without patronising 
— it also gives you an idea of 
ence as not so much a malter 
finding pure truth, as of a lë 
ground occupied by just the st! 
kind of egomaniacs, Powel 


and cynics as exist İn other domi f | 


of human achievement. 

The true value of this book te 
not so much in Hawkins's pet 
ory (that the missing “dark matt 
of the universe is made up of alv 


of tiny black holes, with the vor f a ext goes horribly, farci- 


of medicine balls and the mas 4| 
Jupiter) as in his application 
Wittgenstein's logical rigour t0 %| 
entific practice: that is, his scm 
reservecl chiefly for those who 
lieve the fallacy that “what is 
sailable in mathematical phy 
must represent iıımutable 
about nature” — and he 
doesn't lke Hl when Stephen ا‎ 
ing goes on about us knowing 
mind of God”, Brave lad. 


Time WIlI Darken It by Willem 
Maxwell {Harvill, £10.99) 
و ی ا‎ 


HIS is such a good novel. 
Ten 5Û years ago, and le 
its first UK publication. This 6 
story of Austin King, lawe o 
small mid-western town IM . i 
overwhelmed by cariparis0ns ك‎ 
his father, a troubled marriagé, 

the arrival of kinafolk from 0 
sippl. The manners and the ك‎ 


life described may E 


beneath is timeless, 
wellobserved,.  - 


‘To order any of the books. 
reviewed or.in print, ove ': 


100,000 titles avallable: ' 


Europe alrmell, . 
Flonse acd 20 of order ¥ 1! 
Reet of the world a 

or 405% of ordar aie (7-10 N, 


۴ ESA 
Gordimer: a flerce and forthright 


writer PHOTO: SUE ADLER 
caught within them can be hurt and 
misrepresented. We leave the book 
with an extraordinary sense of the 
intransigent unknowability of Dun- 
can's motives, and that throws us 
back on ourselves, as literature 
should, and makes us wonder about 
the judgments we pass on others. 
This is a memorable novel, that 
goes on growing in the reader's 
mind after it has been put down. 


If you would Ike to order this book 
at the special price of £14, contact 
CultureShop (see below) 


Africa and Asia, Lovelace is clear- 
eyed about racial tensions. An In- 
dian character in The Dragon 
dreams of a world in which “flute, 
sitar and steel drum blend harmo- 
niously”, but cracks emerge in the 
glib idea that "all o’ we is one”, “Indi- 
ans came with a different cultural 
vision," says Lovelace, “But while 
The Dragon tried to show the es 
trangement of one from the other; 
Salt shows the need for welcoming 
each other and moving forward." 

In Salt he also delves into French 
creole characters, and makes an im- 
plicit case for reparations —~ “psy- 
chological as nuch as material" — 
to heal both grievance and guilt. As 
one character says: “We can't get 
nowhere till we settle accounts with 
history.” Yet Salt insists on the hu- 
manity of those trapped in the “pro- 
paganda of their privilege".“I'm not 
here to call the wlıite man the 
devil,” says one character, “but lo 
call him to account as a brother." 

For the author, one area cries out 
for redress: “The Caribbean doesn't 
reproduce images of itself; you don't 
see yourself working hard, loving 
and living life; what you see is ciıı- 
ema and TV — mostly American — 
where the images perpetuate inferi- 
ority." That, perhaps, is one role for 
the novel, and Lovelace creates im- 
ages of his world and its possibtli- 
ties in a vibrant and melodious, 
creolised language. Each character 
has a say as the ‘story meanders 
from the first to the third person ap- 
parently at will. He explains: “The 
narrator tells stories as they were 
told to hii, &o in retelling; he slips 
into the first person. We tell stories 
by impersonating the person we 
heard therm from, so the tale takes 
on a life of its own. The technique ls 


rooted in the Caribhean .way of . 


speaking and telling, 

Italso accords with his interest in 
individual! selfhood, and ways of re- 
sisting its surrénder, His fiction en- 
dows with joy and a sense of history 
the lives of people who possess 
tiothing but themselves, As he in- 
sista: “Everybody is somebody.” . 


Salt arid The Dragon Can't Dance 
2 btehed by Faber, both at 


Duncan went back into the room 
where he had seen his girlfriend's 
infidelity in a state of extreme shock. 
A gun, the “house gun” of the title, 
was lying on a table, Duncan 
snatched it up without forethought, 
and so a man’s life was ended. 

At that point three distinct forces 
crossed: Duncan's previously 
Patient personality, the irrational 
anger of sexual jealousy, and a big- 
ger political picture that put the gun 
just there, in that house, on that 
table, “It was the gun kept in the 
house go that if someone was at- 
tacked, intruders broke İn, whoever 
İt was could defend himself” So 
Gordimer gently suggests that if it 
wasn't for the legacy of apartheid, 
which has made South Africa such a 
volatile and violent society, this par- 
ticular gun would never have been 
there, and this crime passionnel 
could never have happened. 

This ability to plunge into the in- 
tersection between public and pri- 
vate life defines Gordimer's talent. 
She doesn’t do it to downgrade the 
richness of private life — on the 
contrary, you feel that she is warn- 
ing you about the pressures of the 
political framework, or the legal sys- 
tem, or social mores, in order to 
underscore how the individuals 


nowhere till we settle accounta with 


PHOTOGRAPH: FRANK MARTIN 


began to go Into that supposed dark- 
ness, and that education was invalu- 
able. I began to see my world more 
clearly.” The Dragon Can't Dance, 
first published in 1979, probes the 
obsession with the annual carnival 
` among the shantytown dwellers of 
Port of Spain. With the African 
drum banned, the .steelband was 
born, but as “selfaffirmation not 
just entertainment", 

. “Even now, when people talk 
about a steelband-man, you know 
ia not somebody who i8 simply a 
musician, its somebody with a 
sense of violence about him.” The 


novel hints at the fallure of the 


1970s Black Power rebelllon. 


Though he hymns the Carib 


bean's unique confluence of Europe, 


A crime waiting to happen 


gested that writers such as 
Gordimer, who have written so well 
about the evils of the apartheid sys- 
tem, have lost their subject now that 
the end of apartheid has come. The 
House Guna shows us what a facile 
judgment that is. Gordimer is stlll 
writing about individuals who are 
struggling witb forces they cannot 
control, and her jagged prose finds 
its way through the new South 
Africa just aş it did through the old. 

Her filckering ability to jump 
from the personal to the political is 
Gordimer's great strength. The 
erime at the heart of the novel is a 
crime passionnel. What can be more 
personal than that? Duncan has 
killed an old fiend of his — with 
whom he even once had a homo- 
sexual affair — after catching him 
making love to Duncan's own girl- 
friend. His emotional experiences 
are brought to us slowly and care- 
fully, fragment by fragment, in cor 
versations between his lawyer and 
his parents, or between him and his 
parents, or between his parents 
alone. 

At the same time as she shows us 
the inexplicable, fragile complexity 
of one man's life, Gordimer is also at 
pains to place his crime in a larger 
context, We gradually learn that 


Earl Lovelace: ‘We can't get 
history’ 


Lovelace grew up in the capital of 
Tobago, Port of Spain, and tead 


voraciously “from age three", He: 


worked for a time as a forest ranger. 
"It begar a ‘relationship with the 
countryside and people of the com- 
munity, their tradltlons — bongo, 


atick-fighting, dancing, songs, tales 


~~ which I'd have missed if I just 
went in a scholastic line. My social 
life Intertwined with theirs. I gam- 
bled with the fellars on the corner, 
danced, played in the football team. 
“The justification of colonialism 
was that they were bringers of light, 
civilisation, so they had to create 
darkness. Every African institution 
was banned when I was growing up: 
stick-fighting, certain dances, 
drums, Shango, even Baptists. I 


emancipation that won last year's: 
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Natasha Walter 


The House Gun 
by Nadine Gordimer 
Blcomsbury 294pp £15.99 


ADINE GORDIMER has 

never been a comfortable 

writer, A fierce writer, a 
forthright writer, but not a comfort- 
able writer. In some of her most 
acclaimed novels, such as The 
Conservationist and None To Ac- 
company Me, she switches without 
warning from one point of view to 
another and jumps violently for- 
warde and backwards in time. The 
style seems to be designed ex- 
pressly to underscore the lack of 
control that her characters feel over 
their own lives. They are in the 
hands of bigger forces — political 
injustice, for İnstance, or unforeşeen 
sexual desire. 

The House Gun is more immedi 
ately enjoyable than many of her 
other novels. Partly that's simply be- 
cause ahe has concentrated her 
switchback style or one little narra- 
tive that naturally pulls you on and 
on. This is the tale of a young white 
South African man, Duncan, who 
has killed a friend in a fit of passion- 
ate jealousy. Many critics have sug- 


AII o” we 
is one? 


Tell the white man he is 
the devil? Earl Lovelace 
prefers to call him brother, 
reports Maya Jaggi 


ARL LOVELACE was rear- 
ing turkeys in Tobago when 
he first won an award for his 
fiction, more than 20 years ago. He 
slaughtered a fowl in honour of the 
judge, J B Priestley, who dropped in 
for lunch on the Island after bestow- 
ing the BP-sponsored award on 
Lovelace’s first novel, While Gods 
Are Falling. 
His most recent novel Salt, a 
panoramic drama of Caribbean 


Commonwealth prize, appeared in 
paperback last month alongside his 
carnival classic The Dragon Can't 
Dance. ٤ 

Unlike hls better known compa- 
triots VY S Naipaul and the late Sam 
Selvon (who wrote The Lonely Lon- 
doners), Lovelace has spent his life 
in the islands — one of few major 
West Indian writers to have defiled 
the lure of the metropolis. Now 
aged 62, and just visiting, he ia 
adamant that this was the right 
thing to do: “Coming to London 
would have ruined me.” 

In Salt a schoolmaster, Alford 
George, revolts against a scholar- 
ship system that primes its young 
lite for “escape” abroad. “The 
sense that the world is elsewhere is 
imıpoşed on us by our colonial his- 
tory,” says Lovelace. The title at 
ludes to a myth that “Africans, 
before they had eaten salt, were 
able to fly back to Africa" — which 
is why, he says, Rastafarians eschew 
salt, Opening with a wicked satire 
an the white man’s burden, and 
spanaing three centuries, the novel 
charts an unfinished battle for free- 
dom among those inexorably rooted 
in the New World. 


2, Rochdale O; Swarısga . 


rier, Alka 2A3. . 
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Cricket Third Test: West Indies v England 


Jittery England edge towards victory 


after almost four hours, Atherton 
had gone, caught behind pushing 
outside off stump. John Crawley 
could not maintain the momentun\. 
He is struggling to establish his cre- 
dentigls at No 3, and Lara attacked 
mercilessly. Crawley lasted half an 
hour before he was senselessly run 
out attempting a second to cover. . 

It was the catalyst that started a 
chain reaction. After playing so flu- 
ently, Stewart found his flow of runs 
drying up. Walsh smelled blood, 
With his concentration in tatters, 
Stewart flicked outside off stump, 
and wicketkeeper David Williams 
made no mistake. 

Thorpe now joined Nasser Hus- 
sain, and with each thumping a 
boundary in a stand of L6, they apn- 
peared to have broken the spell. But 
Hussain must have tripped over a 
black cat, for the ball he got from 
Hooper, which might have left a 
snail's trail in the dust, could not 
have been played even with a shovel. 

Atherton had won the toss and 
put the opposition in. The West In- 
dies were bowled out for 159 — 
Fraser and Caddick picking up five 
wickets each — and then England 
lost Atherton and Crawley for 22. 

The tourists’ bad form continued 
the nex! day as they failed by 14 
runs to reach ihe West Indivs tolal. 
The home sile started the second 
innings well, with Larn looking par- 
ticularly (lagerous, bul Inglanl 
sonal Look contrul, restricing the 
opposition to 210, Lara falling tu 
Fraser on 47 ancl Jimmy Aclams 
making the first 50 of he match. 


Football results 


FA Gup flfth found: Ar Seria! O, Crystgl Palod 
O. Aston Vita O, Coventry Clty 1: Leocks United 
3, Blmıngham Oily 2; Manchester Id 1, 
Barmsley 1; Newcasila Utd 1, Trarrmera Rovers 
O; Weal Hamı Utd 2, Blackburn Rovars 2; 
Wimbledon 1, Wolves 1. 


FA Carling Premlershipt Everlon 1, Derby 
County 2; Shafflald Wad 3, Lvarpool 3. 
Leading poaltlonar 1, Manchester Ud 
{played 26. poinls 50]: 2, Liverpool! (28-46); 
3, Chelsea (25-45) 


Natîonwlde League! Dlvîslon One! Crewe 
3, Poriamîh 1: IPewich 5, Huddetslkd 1; Man 
City O, Bury 1; Middlesbro 1, Brodiord O; Port 
ا‎ e ch 2; Stockport 1, Stoko 0; WBA 
1,QPR1. 

Leading positlonsı 1, Mlddlesborough 
{31-82}; 2, Natlingham Forest (30-60; 

3, Sunderland (20-55) 


Divlslon Twos Blackpoot 3, Millwall O; 
Bournemth 2, Chealerfld O; Brantford O, 


Cerfisle 1, Walsall 1 ımpin 3, Soulhend 1; 
Oldham 1, Fulham O; Plymouth O, York 0; 
Wallord 1, Lulon 1; Wigan 0, Grimsby 2; 


Wrezham 1, Bristol f O; Wycombe 2, Burmtey 1. 
Leading posItloner t1, Welford (31-65); : 
2. Bristol Oty (32-61} 3, Norlhampton (32-61) 


Divîslon Three: Barat 2, Cardîtî 2; Bı 
0, Donceater 2 


4, Exeter 1; . 
O, Paterboro 1; Toray 5, Hull 1. " 


Lending positlone: 1, Notts County (32-6 
2, Pelerborough f32-55F 3, Maoclestald (32-55) 


Tennents Soottish Cup fourth round: 


Motherwell 2, Rangers . 
Co 1, Dundee 1; SI Johnstone 3, Sirîng A 1. 
BELL'S SCOTTISH LEAGUE! 


` Premler Divisfont . . E 
` Leading positions: 1, Rangers {24-48:. 2 


2, Celtic (24-48%: 3, Hearts (24-48) 


Firat Divfslon: Morton 3, Hamilton 1. 
Leading posltloneı 1, Oundee (24-47; 
2, Rath (24-423: 3, Falkirk (24-40) 


. Second Dlvleloni Şyteperk 0, girenreer.1; . 


East Fife 1, Queen of Sih 5. 


Leading posttlonsi 1, Clydebank (23-44); ' 


2, اا‎ (2136): 3, Queen of tha South’ 


Qusans Park D,. Monirose 2. 
Leading 
2, Artırosth (23-40); 3, Ross County (22-39... 


, Third Diuvfelons Berwick 0, Cowidinbiaih 2; 


together — four wickets fell for the 
addition of 39 more runs including 
thase of both Atherton, for 49, and 
Stewart, whose brilliant 83 took ex- 
actly five hours. 

David Lloyd, to tıe groundsman's 
chagrin, had removed ‘the covers 
himself at 7am to ensure that the 
pitch had maximum time to 
breathe, It certainly appeared to do 
the irick, for instead of playing ike a 
typical Caribbean fourth-day sur- 
face, it might have been a firstrday 
pitch, so easily did Athertan and 
Stewart deal with the bowling. 

The previous evening, it had been 
the captain who had taken on the 
mantle of run-scorer while Stewart 
bedded in. The roles reverted to 
type in the morning session, how- 
ever, with Stewart playing quite 
beautifully, driving Walsh through 
mid-on and then cuffing him 
through the off-side as if he were a 
village bobby clipping a scrumper 
round the ear. 

Stewart brought up both his 50 — 
after threc hours’ batling — and tle 
century partnership with the same 
tlab ıu third man and by lunch, they 
had ıaken the score on to 122, This 
may have been England, but victory 
seemed certain. 

‘The West Indian capacity to fight 
bavk is part of their herilage, and 
the afiruoon session saw them 
begin Ihe pruress of reeling ling- 
liınd in. Lara began to set his fields 
deep. Aud slowly, as Ambrose and 
Walsh cranked up their effurt, Eng- 
land began lo crack. 

Fifteen minutes beyond lunch, 


Sports Diary Shiv Sharma 


Mike Selvey In Port of Spaln 


HE rain showers which skit 
tered in from the Maraval Hills 
wiped out two hours of the final ses- 
sion at Qucen's Park Oval on Mon- 
day, and at the end of it, the third 
Test — and with it England's realis- 
tic interest in the remainder of the 
series — was still in the balance. 

When bad light stopped play and 
the fleet of groundsmen, yellow- 
oilskinned and sou'westered like 
trawlermen, had hauled the covers 
on to the playing area for the last 
time, England, chasing 225 to win 
and 52 without loss overnight, had 
slightly recovered, after slipping to 
188 for four, and resumed on Tues- 
day 38 tantalising runs short of vic- 
tory. Graham Tharpe had 15 and 
Mark Butcher 11 after a partnership 
which had sonıewhat restored Eng- 
land's balance. 

All the bal memories of Trinidad 
Tests ¬— including the one in 1990 
when last day lunch-üme rain de- 
prived them of probable victory — 
would without question have been 
creeping back into the English psy- 
che, but they were expected to win a 
memorable victory. 

For a time, while Mike Athcrlan 
and Ale Slewarl wure continuing 
their work uf Lhe previous evening, 
and lhe spark had nol ignited in the 
West Indies attavk, lhe game lunkél 
tl be Englancl's for Ihe taking, But 
afwr the pair had raluced the {arggut 
lo double figures by adding 19 for 
lle first wickel — the fifth time they 
have reached three figures in 'Tesls 


Chile too hot for England 


by tle International Olympic Com- 
mittev's arbitralion panel jusl a clay 
after the result of the original posi- 
live test was announced. The 
amount of metabolised cannabis 
shown in the sanmıple was too small 
and Rebagliati maintained that le 
was a victim of passive smoking. 
However, lhe ruling was overturned 
ûn lhe grounds of an apparent flaw 
in the International Ski Federation 
rules that mean a cannabis limit 
cannot be applied to snow boarders. 


HE first cricket Teast between 

South Africa and Pakistan in 
Johaıınesburg was delayed for a day 
to give two of the visiting teanı's 
players time to recover fron an 
attack by muggers. Mohanined 
Akram and Saqlaln Mushtaq re- 
ceived minor Injurles İn the attack, 
The match proved memorable for 
South Africa's Pat Symcox, who 
scored his first Test century and, 
with Mark Boucher, added 195 for 
the ninth wicket — a Test record, 
beating the 190 put on by Asif Iqbal. 
and Intikhab Alam for . Pakistan 
against Eagland at The Ovalin 1967. 


OGAN “KID”  BASSEY; 
Nigeria's first world boxing 
champion, has died in Lagos, aged 
65. Bassey, a clean fighter, pum- 
melled his opponent, Cherlf Hamia, 
forcing the referee to stop’ the 
featherweight fight in Paris in 1957, 
He successfully defended his world 
title against Ricardo Morena in Loa 
Angeles. Thereafter most of his. 
fights were in the United States. In 
1959 he returned to .Nigeria! to. 
become national hoxing coach, . 


e 


NGI.AND'S preparations for’ the 
World Cup were deal a severe 
blow when they were beaten 2-0 at 
Wembley in a international 
friendly by Chile, onc uf three South 
American sicles in the finals of the 
competilion in France this stımıner. 
Two of three clefeats for concll 
Glenn Harcldle's sile bave come 
against countries from Lhat conti 
nent, and Colonıbia ominously 
share England's World Cup group. 
Marcelo Salas scored a goal in 
each half, first by superbly latching 
on to a Jose Luis Sierra pass to beat 
England goalkeeper Nigel Martyn 
and then hammering home from 
the penalty spot. Hoddle said after 
wards: “We will analyse tlıe perform- 
ance to see where we can improve, 
Chile were the better side on the 
night and deserved the victory." “ 
The match marked the debut of 
Liverpool sensation Michael Owen, 
who at 18 years and 59 days, be- 
came England's youngest interne 
tional this century, beating the 
record held by Busby Babe Duncan 
Edwards, whose England career 
started in 1955 when he was 18 
years and 183 days. Owen passed 
the test with first-class honours, ac- 
quitting. himself well enough to be 
designated nıan of the match. The 
teenager was disappointed by what 
a football wit branded “Chile con 
carnige” and said: “It was good to get 
my debut, but the result spoiled It” 


ANADIAN snow boarder Ross 
U Rebagliati can keep the gold 
medal he won at the Winter 
Olympics in Nagano despite testing 


0 
paui Wilson reveals how Ruud Gullit was booted out 
gf Chelsea in a ruthless game of huff and bluff 


Double-crossing 
at the Bridge 


have rarely been taken seriously 
with Gullit at the helm. Ken Bates 
will have beer a5 aware as everyone 
else that the result which rescued 
last season, the 42 FA Cup win 
against Liverpool, when Chelsea 
made aa unlikely comeback from a 
2-0 deficit, was widely attributed to 
tactical changes suggested by Gra- 
haım Rix at halftime. 

There are also the stories of 
growing distance front the players, 
nonrontact with the youth team, 
and the obvious friction between 
Gullit's extra-curricular activiies in 
the worlds of fashion and advertis- 
ing and his increasingly peripheral 
involvement with actual football. 
Gullit picked a bad time to try to 
double his monty, and should have 
known thal Bates was noi the type 
to cough uıp happily. 

Once he was hurriedly promoled 
to Ihe position vacated by Glenn 
Hoddle in the summer of 96, he 
sinıply made it work by the force uf 
his personalily, calling in friends 
and favours from abroal and in 
pressing fhe locals with his unrleni- 
able aura. That was quile a neat 
trick, but perhajıs il wa> only a (rick, 
for Gullit’ personally ilso led to his 
dowulall. Which is (a say, only 


. Positive for marijuana after winning 


beginning to Iqok as if what we saw .Î pos 
“Î the slalom event. He was reprigved 


Gullit: too arrogant? 


someone of monumerttal compla- 
cency and self-cocooning arrogance 
could mistake a situation bordering 
on a dressing room revolt, and gen- 
eral terrace bewilderment at his se- 
lection policy, for a promising 
moınent to ask for a significantly im- 
proved contract. 

Itis clear from his wounded accu- 
sation that Bates ditched him “just 
as Î had given Chelsea my word” 
that he had no idea of the weakness 
of his bargaining position. “No one 
will acknowledge why they sacked 
me,” Gullit pouted. “I will have this 
question mark hanging over me for 
the rest of my life," Shame. It's 
called management, Ruud. 

Gullit's managerial spell in Eng- 
land was not quite the unqualified 
success he would have us all be- 
lieve. Yes, Chelsea and possibly 
Vialll went behind his back, but 
double dealing is part of football and 
Gullit has not done much to eatn 
any loyalty from Vialli. 

The image of Gullit he manager 
we will all retain is the cool dude ait- 
ting with his feet up in the dug-out. . 
‘The mistake we all made was in as- 
sunıing there was something harder 
and shrewder behind the image. lf is 


was all tiere was, . : 
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Football 


in their positions, so a compromi 
now looks unlikely before e ps 
knock-out championship, scheduled | . 
for 1999. 

Ex-Soviets dominate the rank. 
ings, but Britain's Michael Adams 
(15th), Nigel Short (22nd 
Matthew Sadier (26th) will all be 
higher when their performances at 
the Groningen knock-out are taken 
into account. 

Luke McShane, the UK's future 
hope, is 16th among juniors aged 
under 20, but the 14-year-old Lan 
doner is around 100 rating points 
behind Ruslan Ponormariov, also H4, 
of Ukraine, who has just broken lhe 
record as the youngestever grand 
master, set last year by Etienue 
Bacrot, 15, of France. In the long 
term, Ponomariov and Bacrot may 
represent the real threat to Kaş 
parov's supremacy, for both are 
likely to reach their playing peak as 
Kasparov hits tlle wrong side of 40. 


STHE story of Ruud Gullit's 
sıcking as player-manager 
at Stamford Bridge dormi- 

naled the British press last week, 

the rest of English football was 4 

asking one question. Who the hel 

dy Chelsea think they are? Perhaps 
ıhat might be refined. Who the hell 
' | dothe media think Chelsea are? 

The London Premiership club are 
crrtainly ihe best news England had 
all week, as ıe national team's defi- 
dencies against Chile were swept 
ınide in favour of live satellite broad- 
rats of Gullit's press conference 
anl page after page of speculation 
mate in four\: 1 Re3I! Bxc3 Else 2 | | as to what might have happened to 
Reb3 forces mate at bš or by Rbî-a7. | „ jyyse this rift in the otherwise per- 
2 Red Beš 3 RxeŠ and nıale next ‘ff *t mariage between showbiz club 
move, and showoff coach. 

There were ö8 entries, the largvsi ' | And guess what, it was a sham all 
for a Guardian chess canpelition | dung. The tabloids didn't expose it 
apart frum û puzzle hat Bobby Fi '' wrause the legend read better Uıan 
celer couldn’ sulve. Compelilurs re ‘knality, and now the dreanı is uver 
ported taking hours nver Ihe puzzle, hy are blaming Gullit. Chelsea, 
and apart frum 1 Re, enıranls sux: ' ı wh their outspoken chairman, Ken 
gested 14 ather firs nuves. Iles, celebrity supporlers and 

1 Rb5? BI 2 RxhS( RIS Bg  wirlongestablishecl habit of mainn- 
Bhû 3 Rd5/e? BED! anl 1 Ka? R4 , ing a higher profile in {he gossip 
2 Rxl4 Kb7 md 1 Rb1? By! 2 RIL mss (han the league tables, 
Bh4 and 1 Re? f6 2 Reb’ ı ubless enjoy being the back page 
Rel? g6 2 RebI ct 3 Rb7 Bb! ı auivalent of Clinton and Munica. 
1 Rb3? jti 3 ke3 (6 4 Re Kbš and . hin fonıball terms, wlıat's the big 
1 Red? Kb 2 RxuS Kok and 1, a? 

Rb7? Bdtl 2 Rc3(2.l c6 4 Rub 
Bb4 were among the vicious traps 
which caughl oul clozens of solvers 

J Holland, fom Holt in Norfolk. 
wins the first prize of £50 and Fritz š are the story, particularly as 
G Keane, from London, wins £30 and , .14¥lit is insisting his eye-watering 
Frilz 5; V Vaganov, Irom Mi € demands of $3 million per 
field, Cheshire, wins £20 and a years | 1“ "netlo” were not the real rea- 
subscription to Chess Monthly. Wir ' ` ioc his dismissal. Fhere is an in- 
ners of the 100 ChessBase Magazine "ig side issue about whether 
CDs will be notified by Chess | ; ,.? Managers deserve nore nıoney 
Monthly, which will also send every | Î ™ 2 players, and the actual 
eııtrant a complimentary ik the split. was Gullit's insis- 
i paki On carrying on playing, and 
Î e UP @ player's contrac1. “No 
"¢ gan ell me when to finish play- 

ol he said, with some bitterness. 
Bat | | gm اا‎ to شر‎ 
South West North on accident tl 

14 Pisê | "yin i REW contract sets a limit on 
2 


: Period as player-manager. 
4K75 YAQ102 +*#]J83 #A64 


question is whether 
24, 2¥ and NT — thls hand is 
the “standard nightmare” for 
natural aystems: 2 ¥ shows A 
five-card ait; 4# might be ® 
silly 4-3 fit with 3NT (or 6N) 


Rules chairman sacks cormpla- 
rt Manager of underachieving 
iê ~it's hardly unprevedenledl is 
The money and the personality 


ppy with him th 
5 ley would surely 
een more accommodating. 
Gullit actually like the club to 


Fell out thei 
; 3NT could lose the a r reasons for not 
Bat mit diamond tricks with 11 iE him with a contract more 


: al twice the size of th 

Ferguson and y Dalia 
ig OSE managers’ standards, 
3 Tiir o certainly under-achiev- 


or 12 easy winners in spades.’ 
Tournament pairs agxes that 4 
jump to 3NT over an opening: 
bid of one of a major 


4-3-3-3 hand. : ° | filers (lg Positlon of third 
BOE thid 18 rubber bfldgés 7 | fai em, and hı 

where any jump to SNTi9 4 , (fc 

strong suggestion that parts 


put down the diuxmmy. There 

lesa chance of ending up in % ; 

ifyou respond 2, 
raise you to.4؟‎ 


bid hia spades, or reassre 
you about the diamonds ky br 
ding that suit. If he ralses ¢ 
to thê skies, Jou cat alway 
him back to spade ا‎ 
My anawer; 24; 2¥; SNT' 


be 
Enon) 

dm a home 

$ in the FA Cup was followed 
room meeting from 

._ To be brutal, Chelsea 


CheSS Leonard Barden 


ARRY KASPAROV is still world 

number one in Fide'’s 1998 rank- 
ings, but Vladimir Kramnik, aged 22, 
İs narrowing the gap, while Fide's 
own champion, Anatoly Karpov, is 
back in sixth place. Kasparov has re- 
jected any title unity match against 
Karpov with an announcement that 
he plans to accept a challenge this 
October from the wirıner of a series 
between Kramnik and India's world 
number three Vishy Anand, 

The top pair's boycott of Fide'’s 
knock-out championship was al- 
ready bad news for the world body’s 
campaign to gain Olympic status for 
chess, Juan Samaranch, the chief 
supporter for chess within the Inter- 
national Olympic Committee, bluntly 
told the game that it needs a single 
champion. Since then, Karpov has 
underlined his lack of credibility 
with a dismal 3/7 performance in 
the first half at Wijk aan Zee. Fide 
and Kasparov are both entrenched 


Na 2511 


NU + O ON 


Vidmar v Teichmann, Carlsbad 
1907 — After Teichnuann defendecl 
by 1... hê, world number two Tar- 
rasch claimed that 1 , , . Qxe5 would 
have won for Black. Was he right? 


No 2510: Bronstein chose (le vi 
sual 1 Rd8+ Bf8 2 RxfY+ Kxf8 3 Qb4+ 
Keê 4 Rd8+ KxUB 5 Qf8 mate, but, of 
course, i Rxb7 Rxb3 2 Rxe7 also 
wins. 


Christmas puzzle: (WK a6, Rs 
c6,b4, BK a8, Be, Ps C7, f7, &7, h5, 


opponents into an unsound 4¥ 
contract, and you'd rather defend 
that with ¥ K973 than with two 
small. My answer: 3#, 14, pass, 


South West North East 
3# Pass Pasa 
? 


#AK YK732 *J9865 4A4 


Double, 3 ¢ and 3NT — 3NT ia 
an all-egga-in-one-basket shot: 
you may be able to shut West 
out by ducking the opening club 
lead, then develop your tricks in 

eace. And if partner removes 

ryewlLbe.happie 
if he bid 441in response to a 
double. But if NT is wrong, you 
are probably going a lot down, 
A takeout double is a safer 

bef, thouglı.double 1s unlikely to 


work if partner bids apadès:It's- wrong game 


uot certain even if he bide 
hearta or diamonds: do you 
have enough to talse him, or'' 
should you go' qıdetly? Your best 
shot is a simple 3¢. He may 
pasa when you have a game, but’ 
at leaat you'll get a plus score. 
And if, over 3 ¢, partner can in- : 
troduce a major suit of his own, 
youll happily rale him to game, 
My answer: 3 ¢; double,‘ 3NT.: : 


Bridge Zia Mahmood 


scendancy 


ILUYSTRATION. AKIN HOBDAY 


almost the entire North American 
continent in a single century. The 
current population, about a third of 
the world's total, is estimated at a 
staggering 120 million. Ecologically, 
starlings now have a detrimental 
impact on a number of native Ameri- 
can birds. 

in Arizona, for instance, they oust 
woodpeckers from their traditional 
nestholes in the famous canclelabra- 
shaped saguaro cactus. They are 
also a major agricultural nuisance. 
Statistics (rom one large poultry 
farm indicated that its starling popu- 
lation was consuming more than 
1,000 tonnes of feed a year. 

While I can understand why my 
American frieads are disturbed at 
the starling’s rapid conquest of their 
country, there İs one aspect of their 
argument that struck me as a touch 
unfair. The people who let the evil 
genie out of the bottle in New York 
a century ago were not my ances 
tors — they were my friends’ own, 


HIS week, the final three 

problems from the Christ- 
mas competition. Winners will 
be announced next week, 


South Weat 
? 


4AJ108432 ¥K973 +42 %4 


You were asked to rank pass, 
1# and 34. Pasa is an option — 
by coming into the auction later, 
you can show a long spade suit 
and a hand that was not strong 
enough for an opening one-bid 
or for InBarp rrr jti 

which is roughly what you: have. 
Eight points ia sub-minimum for 
aly one-level opening, and you 
“know” never to pre-empt with 
four carda in the.other major 
suit. But I couldn't bear to PASS 
this hand as dealer; it has 
potential, and I'd rather land the 
first blow than Hsten to oppo- 
nents who have found they have 
a huge minor-suit fit. If 1 weren't 
wulnerable, I'd open 4# and 
hang the consequences. Burt I 
am, so I'll start with 34, just, ' 
aver the aggresaive 1 4. As to 
having four carts in the other 
major, it often happens that a 
pre-emptive 3 # opening bullies 


North East 


starlings elsewhere. In Continental 
cities they are frequently reviled for 
their sheer success and pushy go- 
getting lifestyle, Civic authorities 
also disapprove of them because 
their droppings often wlıitewash the 
buildings on which they roost. In 
the countryside they are widely re- 
garded as a pest. Typical of the ex 
treme measures taken to reduce 
thenı was the anııual dyıamiting of 
starling roosts in cherry-growing 
areas of Belgiunı — explosions that 
resulted in the deaths of 100,000 
birds but which had little impact on 
their overall numbers. 

Last year a group of American 
friends regaled me with the star- 
ngs evil reputation across the 
Atlantic. Why. they said, had we 
British brought this unwanted alien 
to their country? I could see their 
polnL From an original beach-head 
in the New York area, where about 
120 birds were released in the 
1890s, starlings have conquered 


30 LEISURE 


Starlings În the a 


Mark Cocker '' ' 


IHE' CREATURF . 1. wcın TO 
. oak for recently has enjoyed 
‘'# ` ahlghly positive reputation in 
Europe’ ‘for ' milleanla. Pliny ‘the 
Elder knew them as the Birds of 
Seleucls, and wrote that the inhabi- 
tants of Mount ‘Cadmus ‘offered 
prayers to Juplter for their arrival 
because they were known to eat in- 
sects harmful to the crops. Unfortu 
nately, my plea was a bit morê 
frivolous, I was praying’ none of the 
residents in Sheringham, north 
Norfolk, would confront me and ask 
why I! was scouring their gardens 
with binoculars and telescope. 

But the bird in question was a 
rose-coloured starling, a rare Asiatic 
vagrant to Britain, and it had ‘come 
to frequent the rooftops, back lawna 
and flowerbeds which are the cins- 
gic habitat of its urban relative, the 
Buropean starhing, Fortunately, the 
bird ‘had taken up territory in one 
particular garden hedge and soon 
returned to its favourite perch, 
where it delivered a song character- 
istic of the family — a chaotic med- 
ley of bizarre gurgles, bill-snapping 
sounds blended with a subdued 
warble. Yet, in appearance, it was 
completely clifferent to its common- 
or-garden cousin, The back of the 
head sprouted a luxurious, shaggy, 
Iridescent crest, and its underparts 
and nıantle were a subtle cinnamon 
colour, which blossoms in spring 
into a soft rose-petal pink. 

Its favourable status among hu 
mans is well founded in fact. Rose- 
coloured starlings inhabit the 
steppes of Central Asia, where they 
pureue a nomadic’ ‘breeding cycle, 
following lhe seasonal abundance of 
grasshoppers and locusts. Studies in 
the former Soviet Union show that a 
flock of just 3,000 birds can consume 
up to three tonnes of these iusects 
every day, which must help to 
suppress the buildup ' of locust 
swarms. Srmall wonder that Russians 
put out over 20 million nest boxes to 
encourage the starlings to breed, 

Sadly, this benefîclal reputation i& 


not enjoyed by ordinary European 
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Across 


1 Too thin-skinnad : 


14 Humour with 
autiiag adga (6). 
15 Acvartlsemeı 
` (10) 

189 At top apeed ' 
` ` land leaning?) 
` (4-4: 
20 Nocturne! Insect 
4) 1 


21 Narng pond 
Word . | 11 Amere cal : 
slang B5) ' | (enagl meal | Week soluton 


e erme BREE 
Down, hS n Saati 
` 2 Esteem highly (&) | 14 Doubter (7) aE 
“BSW ` | 16 Damp) ° ° 
"A .Abllly to ahare. | 17 Funhy(). 

1 feainge (7) °` ۰| 18 Barlik; i | 
5: Geenwgorouely 7  : laughhg’stoek 
'8-:Groet agûny 0) i اا‎ 
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